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SUDAN 


TRIPOLI REPORTS ON EGYPTIAN 'OCCUPATION' OF SUDAN 
LD151716 Tripoli Domestic Service in Arabic 1230 GMT 15 Aug 86 


[Text] According to press reports in London the severed tail Numayri, 

in cooperation with the surrogate Egyptian regime, is plotting against 
the fraternai Sudanese people and is sowing sectarian and tribal sedition 
in coordination with the remnants of his defunct regime and the Egyptian 
forces stationed on Sudanese territory. 


The reports say that the Union of Sudanese Lawyers have a complete 

picture of the extent of the Egyptian regime and Numayri's involvement 

in the terrorist plots being hatched by the U.S. CIA to strike at Sudan's 
popular revolution. The reports say that the U.S. [oil] drilling companies 
operating on behalf of the Egyptian regime and that employ hundreds of 
senior U.S. intelligence officers have committed several crimes against 
citizens in northern Sudan. The press reports assert that Sudanese circles 
are becoming increasingly worried by the Egyptian occupation of more than 
40 miles of Sudanese territory which the Sudanese paper AL-SIYASAH revealed 
yesterday. 


The reports say that the inhabitants of northern Sudan have made angry 
complaints about the Egyptian regime's occupation of Sudanese territory, 
the expulsion of the population in northern Sudan, and the preclusion of 
their cultivation of their land. 


The reports indicate that a group of members of the Sudanese Constituent 
Body have submitted an urgent query to the Sudanese interior minister 
requesting a full explanation of the Egyptian regime's justification for 
occupying Sudanese territory and the official Sudanese stand on the 


occupation. 


The press reports say that a wave of indignation and disgruntlement prevails 
among the inhabitants of northern Sudan as a result of the policy applied 

by the Egyptian regime against the Sudanese people who have rejected that 
arrogant policy since 6 June [date as heard] [1985] in their sweeping 
popular uprising that toppled the severed tail Numayri and his rancorous 
clique. 


The press reports assert that official Sudanese circles will urge the Egyptian 
regime to desist from taking such hostile stands toward the Sudanese people. 
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SUDAN 


POLITICAL PARTIES CONDEMN DOWNING OF PLANE 
Sudan Liberation Front Comment 
EA192141 Omdurman Domestic Service in Arabic 0430 GMT 19 Aug 86 


[Text] The Sudan Liberation Front has condemned the shooting down of the 
civilian aircraft and expressed its isapproval of SPLM behavior. It 

said the operation was barbaric and had nothing to do with human ideals. 
In a statement issued yesterday, the Front said that even in their darkest 
moments, rebellions in southern Sudan had avoided the shooting down of 
aircraft but Garang's gangs had embarked on violating sanctities. 


In its statement, the Front lamented the loss of those in the aircraft 
and appealed to the Sudanese people to stand by the government in the face 
of these challenges. 


Ba'th Party Condemnation 
JN201102 Khartoum SUNA in English 1038 GMT 20 Aug 86 


[Text] Khartoum, 20 Aug (SUNA)--The Arab Ba'th Party condemned the 
shooting down of the passenger airliner by the rebelsof Col John Garang 
in southern Sudan last Saturday which killed all passengers abroad in 
addition to its crews. 


The Arab Ba'th Party called on the rebels to cease fire immediately 
without any pre-conditions and sit for aegotiations in the framework 
of the constitutional conference. 


In a press statement, member of the party's politburo Taysir Muddathir 
called on the government to adopt measures to guarantee the citizens’ 
security and called on all political parties to support the government in 


this regard. 











National Alliance Condemns Action 
JN211051 Khartoum SUNA in English 1025 GMT 2i Aug 86 


[Text] Khartoum, 21 Aug (SUNA)--The National Alliance for the Salvation 

of the Country, "NASC"~-one of the most influential political formations 

that had effectively contributed in setting up the former interim governmert-- 
has strongly condemned the shooting down by the rebels of Sudanese Peoples 
Liberation Army (SPLA) of a Sudan Airways jetliner last Saturday. 


NASC member Dr Taysir Muhammad Ahmad--the man who led most of the NASC 
delegation to Addis Ababa to hold talks with the SPLA officials--has 
described the incident which claimed 60 lives including the jet crew as 
it will impede peace efforts and constitute pressure over NASC to halt 
dialogue with the SPLA. 


Garang Movement Criticized 


JN201104 Khartoum SUNA in English 1040 GMT 20 Aug 86 


[Text] Khartoum, 20 Aug (SUNA)--A Sudanese newspaper condemned the Sudanese 
People's Liberation Movement (SPLM) led by Col John Garang for downing a 
Sudanese airliner last week in Malakal, the provincial capital of the Upper 
Nile Region. 





The daily AL-SIYASAH issued here today said the crime revealed the 
bankruptcy of Col Garang's movement and his tendency for bloodshed. 


The daily described the incident as a catastrophe which will lead to the 
escalation of war--a road which Garang and his supporters have chosen. 


The Sudanese people have to take a unified stance, the daily said, adding 
that the Sudanese Armed Forces have to confront the rebels forces. 


The daily confirmed the Armed Forces capability to crush the SPLM and 
prevail security and stability in the southern part of the country. 


/9604 
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SUDAN 


SITUATION IN SOUTH DTSCUSSED IN SUDAN TIMES 
LD250952 Kuwait KUNA in English 0901 GMT 25 Aug 86 


[Text] Khartoum, 25 Aug (KUNA)—"The security and famine situation in 
south Sudan is deteriorating and fighting between government troops and 
the rebel forces of Sudan People's Liberation Army is said to be wide 
spread," the well-informed Khartoum daily SUDAN TIMES warned Monday. 


Reports from Waw (capital of Bahr al-Ghazal Province) indicate that the 
recently reported clashes around the city have led to considerable 
damage, the paper said, adding Waw Airport is not serviceable even if the 
SPLA threat to shoot down aircraft flying into the airspace of the region 
were discounted. 


It said the airport had sustained damage in its central part caused by 
heavy mortar shells during last week's fighting and noted that a number 
of vehicles at the airport were destroyed. 


The (?usually reliable) English daily added "in the centre of the town, 
hungry population driven into the town by the panic of war and hunger 

go day after day without food." It said the possibility of food reaching 
these people by land or rail, the only other two routes left for possible 
relief operations are remote. 


In the meantime, the Communist Party newspaper AL-MAYDAN said today a 
south Sudan maintenance train was attacked and six people were killed, 
adding it is still unknown if the attack had been carried out by the rebels. 


Another Khartoum daily AL-ASBU' said a south Sudan citizen killed a woman 
last night at the United Nations Square in the centre of Khartoum, but did 


not elaborate. 


In its front page report SUDAN TIMES said it is possible in theory to go 
up to Uwayl by train or to use the road to Waw from Juba to Waw through 
the Zande country if supplies can come from Kenya or Uganda "but both 

routes will be very slow and remain a security hazard if the SPLA do not 


cooperate." 








In Upper Nite Province, the paper said "the situation is even worse with 
air transport out. The province has only one possible alternative left-- 
river transport. Roads in most parts of Upper Nile have closed as usual 
during the rainy season. [quotation mark as received] 


Much of the province, like Bahr al-Ghazal and Equatoria is hungry and 
frightened to death by the security situation and they do not have much 
confidence in either the government or the SPLA, it added. 


Many people in the south fear that the recent pronouncement by the govern- 
ment in Khartoum (that no further talks will be conducted with Colonel 
Garang) may mean that security for them will get worse, the paper noted. 


Death from starvation or from the war seems to be the fate of the 
(?innocent) defenseless person in south Sudan today, and both so acute and 
deadly that only the luckiest, the strongest and the fittest have only a 
very small chance of survival, the paper concluded. [sentence as received] 
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SUDAN 


NATIONAL PROGRESSIVE FRONT CRITICIZES GOVERNMENT STATEMENT 


EA141649 (Clandestine) Radio of the Sudanese People's Liberation Army 
in English 1300 GMT 14 Aug 86 


[Text] The National Progressive Front [NPF], an umbrella organization 
comprising a number of Sudanese political parties and regional bodies, 
has sharply criticized the government's policy statement. 


In a 3-page statement on the program unveiled by the Khartoum government 
before the Constituent Assembly recently, the NPF said that the policy 
statement has come as a direct contradiction of the provision of the Koka 
Dam Declaration. In particular, the NPF's statement noted that the Koka 
Dam Declaration--to which the Ummah Party, a major partner in the present 
coalition government, is a signatory--declared the repeal of tne Shari'a 
laws of September 1983 and the adoption of the 1956 constitution as 
amended in 1964, whereas the government policy statement is of new and 
ruly Islamic laws and the retention of the 1985 transitional constitution, 
respectively. 


In this regard, the NPF statement pledged that the Front would strive-- 
in accordance with its own program, which, among others, calls for 
(?the suppression of religion in the state)--to bring about abolition 
of the September 1983 laws and all other laws which curtail freedom. 


The NPF statement also found fault with the government, which it says 
describes the SPLA-SPLM as a source of ethnic discord, meanwhile 
ignoring its own role in the arming of tribes and the so-called friendly 
forces. 
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SUDAN 


SPLA REPORTS GOVERNMENT TROOPS KILLED IN AMBUSH 
Train Ambushed 


EA181646 (Clandestine) Radio of the Sudanese People's Liberation Army 
in English 1300 GMT 18 Aug 86 


[Text] Over 20 enemy soldiers have been killed and many others wounded 

by SPLA forces of Twik Twik and Nile Battalions under the command of 
Captain Peter Wek between Maker and Mabior on 11 August 1986. Our 
correspondent says that the enemy soldiers were traveling by train when 
they fell under SPLA ambush. Three coaches of the train were destroyed by 
gunfire. 


Among the enemy casualties were 2 captains and 13 noncommissioned officers. 
Civilian Deaths 'Regretted' 


EA192123 (Clandestine) Radio of the Sudanese People's Liberation Army 
in English 1300 GMT 19 Aug 86 


[Excerpts] A combined SPLA Task Force of Twik Twik and Nile Battalions 
under the command of Major Peter (Wol Apiu) and under combat command of 
Captain Peter (Wakwanyin) made two successful ambushes on the enemy at 
Mabior railway station, 70 km north of Aweil on 11 and 12 August 1986 
respectively. According to our correspondents in the area, the government 
soldiers and the Murahilin militiamen suffered heavy casualties. 


Fifth-two government regular soldiers were killed, including one captain 
in the [word indistinct]. Over 74 government militiamen commonly known 
as Murahilin were also killed. 


Four compartments of the train were completely destroyed. Our correspondents 
say that 23 civilian passengers, men and women and traders, also died in 

the clashes. The official SPLM/SPLA spokesman has regretted the death of 

the civilians and advised that the civilians should avoid travelling with 

the military convoys. 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


FOREIGN CURRENCY SMUGGLERS ARRESTED--Khartoum, 12 Aug (SUNA)--The security 
authorities have arrested last night a three-person gang accused of dealing 
with smuggling false foreign currencies into the country in collaboration 
with a British criminal well-known for the British Government. One hundred 
forty-seven false dollars were seized by the police when they stormed the 
gang residence. One of the three arrested is a scholar in British university 
who returned here late last June. The scholar confessed that he had links 
with the British national who had left the country for one of European 
countries. The police have contacted interpol for mcre information about 
the British national. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English 1030 GMT 12 Aug 86] 
/9604 


WOMEN DEMONSTRATORS SENTENCED--Khartoum, 19 Aug (SUNA)--A teacher (woman) 
and 113 students (girls) were sentenced here Tuesday by 3-months on 
probation for each. The students and their teacher were accused of 
participating in an illegal procession marched in Khartoum streets this 
morning. Other citizens who have been arrested were released while others 
are waiting for verdicts. The procession was organized by the Islamic 
National Front (INF) protesting the shooting down of a passenger Fokkers 
airliner last Saturday by the rebels of Sudanese People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) while it was taking off from Malakal airport. However, the 
commissioner of the national capital has refused to licence the procession 
due to the state of emergency declared since the interim government of 

Dr al-Jazuli Daf'allah. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English 1735 GMT 

19 Aug 86] /9604 


ETHIOPIAN MILITARY CROSS BORDER--Khartoum, 19 Aug (SUNA)--Six Ethiopian 
military personnel have crossed Sudanese borders recently and asked to stay 
in Sudan for 3 months in accordance with international laws, and then to 
leave for Canada. This was announced by a responsible source at the 
refugees commission today, Tuesday. The source pointed out that the 
military personnel did not ask for political asylum in Sudan, and that 

they have been placed under the supervision of the security authorities 

in the Eastern Region. A responsible source has said that the last period 
has witnessed an increase in the number of Ethiopian military personnel 

who have sought refuge on Sudan's eastern borders with Ethiopia due to 
differences with the Ethiopian Government. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in Arabic 


1055 GMT 19 Aug 86] /9604 


cso: 4500/195 











TUNISIA 





CARTOON DEPICTS CURRENT ARAB PROBLEMS 
Tunis AL-SABAH in Arabic 4 Aug 86 p 6 


[Cartoon] 


ee Wa (1) The summit-- 
- aoa) | shall we hold 
(1) 


it or not--say 
"ves" or "no.' 
(2) The Summit 
[refers to the 
Arab sumnit] 
(3) The Lebanese 
crisis 
(4) Technological 
backwardness-- 
1,000 kg 
(5) The economic 
crisis-- 
5,000 kg 
(4) (6) Inter-Arab 
conflicts-- 
3,000 keg 
: (7) Foreign 
1(6) threats-- 
3,000 kg 
(8) Israeli 
aggression-- 


2,000 kg 






































3 











/9365 
CSO: 4504/404 9 


EN a ee ee 

















ISRAEL 


DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER LEVY PROFILED, DISCUSSES ISSUES 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 1 Aug 86 p 5 


[Article by Michael Yudelman] 


[Text } 


ASTER SEVERAL weeks of unwonted silence, 
brought on in part by the death of his father, the 
Likud deputy prime minister — and prime ministe- 
rial aspirant — is speaking out again, and deliber- 
ately cultivating the image of man of the world, 
not merely the populist politician of yesterday. 

In an interview with The Jerusalem Post, Levy 

openly discussed Israel's relations with the United 

States and Egypt, Prime Minister Shimon Peres’s 
trip to Morocco, the Syrian danger and other 

‘topics — in fact, everything but the General 

Security Service affair. 

As far as peace with Egypt is concerned, all 

' parties are interested in strengthening it in every 
direction, according to Levy, but the thawing of 
the cold peace between the two countries depends 

' first and foremost on Egypt. 

‘We have fulfilled all our commitments accord- 
‘ing to the peace treaty. But Egypt did not want to 
‘ act according to the agreement. Despite the long 

time which elapsed, they are not keeping their end 
of the bargain. Now, consideration for Egypt and 

‘its problems is an inseparable part of the peace 

- policy. But we must take care of Israel as well. 

“Despite certain Egyptian actions which were 

actually hostile towards us, we have not given up. I 
hope we reach an agreement on the Taba issue. 
Then Egypt must do its part in the normalization, 

‘ send an ambassador to Israel and everything else it 

‘ promised to do,” he said. ; 

Noting that some have linked the progress in 
‘ peace with Egypt with the rotation, Levy said this 

was nonsense, for it was the Likud, headed by 
Menachem Begin, which made the big step to- 

' wards Egypt. The standstill in the normalization 

'-talks should not be attributed to one political bloc 
or another. 

"Tle defended the Likud government's attempts 
to strengthen the peace relations with Egypt, but 
he said the Egyptians changed their positions and 
created difficulties. ‘I hope we've learned that 
much patience and tolerance are needed — and the 

‘ entire government is united in that realization.” 


‘ 


a 


PERES’S MEETING with Morocco’s King Has- 
san II is a positive step in itself, Levy said, pointing 
out that every Israeli prime minister has aspired to 
meet Arab leaders openly and in public. He 
predicted that this desire would also hold true for 
future Israeli premiers. 

But without minimizing the meeting and its 
taking place on Arab soil, we must be realistic. 
Levy said the visit has taught us that the radical 
Arab position, as expressed in the Fez convention, 
has remained intact: the demand for Israeli with- 
drawal from all the territories, including Jeru- 
salem, the establishment of a Palestininian state 
and recognition of the PLO. 

“And this from a leader who is considered 
moderate! If there’s one thing I can say with 
assurance today, it’s that the Arabs’ position has 
not changed, and the accusations that they were 
adamant because of the Likud were groundless. 
Just as the Arabs rejected the Likud’s position, 


they reject the Alignment’s. It’s time to realize 


that Israel is not to blame for the absence of 


ePpeace.”” 
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Israel, Levy continued, rejects the demand to 
recognize the PLO, and Peres made that clear to 
Hassan. The government's position is clear: Camp 
David, the autonomy plan...and Peres presented 
it. But perhaps the stories around the visit — 
including the gastronomical details — created 
unrealistic expectations which did an injustice to 
the prime minister and the government. 

“I would like to believe''that apart form the 
palace and Ifrane and wonderful food, the meet- 
ing was also intended to speed up the peace 
process,”’ Levy said. 

Levy went on to criticize certain Labour Party 

ople, who linked Peres’s visit to the rotation. 

fe saw no violation and said that so far, he has not 
seen Peres bring back anything which could even 
be argued about. 

“Perhaps some people expected the Likud to 
attack Peres for his visit. But the Likud even 
blesses it! If, on the other hand, the visit's purpose 
was to lead to the breaking up of the government, 
then that’s already got nothing to do with peace.” 











11 VY BLASTED the idealization of and nostal- 
‘gia for Morocco following Peres’s visit there. He 
-urged anyone who wanted to visit Morocco to do 

so, then to come back home. All the sumptuous 
dishes served in Morocco can be prepared here as 

Well \ 
Hic balked at statements referring to the loyalty 

‘of Isracl’s Jews of Moroccan origin to King 
+} lassan, and to the Moroccan community in Israel 
rbeing a potential “bridge to peace.” 

“We should be regarded as we are. Every Jew in 

Istacl is a potential bridge for peace. Our legacy 
‘from Morocco is with us, tf we can preserve 
‘that...1fevery community can preserve the culture 
»|t brought with it — that is our tree of life. 

» “L was born and raised in Morocco, yes, it’s a 
‘beautiful country. But I left it, came on illegal 
jmmigration to Israel, which was my home and the 
home of my fathers. There's no going back.” 

_ The yearning for Morocco resulting from this 
visit raised unpleasant associations in Levy's 
mind. ‘““Vake Germany for instance. There too 
there was progress and culture, art and music. But 
| will never set foot there. For what the Mongols 

and Huns didn’t do, the cultured Germans did. 


“Our fathers taught us that one day we would 
return to our country, for only here is the Jew his 
own master and can protect himself. For that 
heritage I take my hat off in yearning and with a 
tear.” 

On the subject of peace, Levy said Israel could 
not bring it about unilaterally. But Israel should 
become a staté with which others would want to 
make peace: strong, secure, self-sufficient. 

‘Is a Palestinian state peace? Is there anyone in 
the world who endangered his future in the name 
of peace? I haven't seen that. But I have seen 
America acting for its security far away from its 
borders, as did the Russians, and the French and 
the British. 

‘A Palestinian state is a threat to our existence. 
Even the most moderate members in the Labour 
Party say that. So what is already the big differ- 
ence between the Likud and the Alignment? So 
before the Likud is blamed, I ask: would the 
Labour Party be prepared to withdraw from all the 
territories including Jerusalem? According to: its 
official position, the answer is no. Every Jew is for 
peace, but without endangering his existence, | 
am for peace with Israel, not without Israel.” 


ISRAEL. HAD been under the impression that 
Jordan's King Hussein was interested in direct 
negotiations with us and was acting to achieve 
peace. But Hussein is now drawing closer to Syria, 
which is continuing with its radical policies and 
military preparations, which include promoting 
terrorism. ; 

Levy said that Israel was making the appropri- 
ate responses to this double danger and should 
watch Hussein's move towards Syria very closely. 
And, he said, “The U.S.’s attempt to get some- 
what closer to Syria should be viewed with con- 


Ll 


cern. The direct result will be psychological - the 
Arabs will conclude that radicalism pays. And 
Syria wants to show that even a giant like the U.S. 
fawns and comes to her. 

“That is not healthy to the region or in general. | 
hope America is disillusioned in this matter. I 
warned of the consequences — which are opposite 
to the course of peace — during my meetings with 
the American ambassador. I hope the dangers are 
clear to them. As for us, we must be alert and act 
> also towards America in this matter,” Levy 
said. 


COMMENTING ON the Jonathan Jay Pollard 
and the cluster bomb affairs, Levy said he was 
shocked by the American attitude. He asserted 
that Israel responded with the utmost cooperation 
as no other country would have done, and even 
agreed to have its people questioned by the 
Americans. 

But despite accommodating its strongest ally, 
“suddenly we are plunged into a murky atmos- 
phere in which Israel becomes the suspect!” Levy 
said. Every time, there are new allegations and 
accusations, then denials. This cannot be toler- 
ated. As one who always saw the vital importance 
of our relations with the U.S. I must say that | am 
shocked and appalled. 

“Yes, it’s true that the U.S. stands by us and 
he!ps us. But to the same extent Israel does for the 


U.S. Both countries have a joint interest in vital 
points of global and regional policy. | would not 
like things to take shape in the U.S. as though we 
are hostile to them; [ would not like them to attach 
suspicion to us. So they come out with soothing 
statements, but something more must be done to 
change the atmosphere. The relations are so close 
and reliable and steady, they cannot be accompa- 
nied by suspicions. 

“T expect real action to be taken in this direc- 
tion,’’ Levy went on. ‘The American people must 
be told the truth. A mistake or a misunderstanding 
must not result in sticking us every Monday and 
Thursday with a new affair. What are we, a burden 
to America? Are we damaging its security? Or arc 
we contributing to it?” 

Levy noted that Vice President George Bush 
was witness, during his visit here, to the staunch 
friendship of the Israeli nati>n and its government 
~ regardless of which party leads the government - 
towards the U.S. He urged Bush to stand up and 
tell the Americans what he saw and heard in 
Israel. 

“It is our nght to expect that the attempts - and 
I don’t know who in the U.S. might be interested 
in spoiling the. relations - to muddy up the 
atmosphere cease.. Israel does not deserve it. | 
dare say that beyond Israel's policics, thefe is a 
friendship and openness between the two coun- 
tries that no other country has with Israel. It is our 
right to see to it that this friendship is not harmed 
or damaged.” . 
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LEVY REITERATED his demand to convene 
the second session of the Herut Party convention. 
He said Shamir had promised to do everything to 
hold a convention as soon as possible, for he too 
sees the damage to the party’s future if the present 
divisiveness is not corrected. 

Levy said he will not tolerate political paralysis 
brought about by people who see it as convenient, 
or because some will not bring themselves to face 
the delegates and a democratic decision. 

“We are not short of problems,’ he said. 
“There are certain elements in the Alignment 
which may be up to no end of things once Peres is 
no longer prime minister. This requires strong, 
united action from the Likud. If an agreement can 
be reached before the convention about key party 
positions, fine. If not, we ll go for a showdown. 
Then we can move as a united team towards 
implementing the rotation.” 

espite the national unity government, the 
housing activity in Judea and Samaria never 
ceased for a single day, Levy said. Dozens of 
settlements moved fror: temporary structures to 
permanent households, massive building took 
place: public institutions, roads, schools, day-care 
centres and all the necessary infrastructure 

In addition, urban settlements have been forti- 
fied with new neighbourhoods; the Hotze Shom- 
ron road will be completed this year, bringing the 
Jordan Valley and coastal plain closer together. 

“Tam proud of the great activity, even in the 
given political situation and with the financial 
limitations, and intend to continue it,”’ Levy said. 
‘And if I can do so without annoying anyone - 
that is my wish too.” 
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FIRST JOINT INDUSTRIAL VENTURE WITH CHINA 


Arrangement With Ceramic Company 


Amman THE JERUSALEM STAR in English 31 Jul-6 Aug 86 p L5 


[Text] 
e 


The first Chinese in- 
dustrial venture to be run 
outside China will be in 
Jordan. An arrangement 
between the Jordan Cer- 
amic Company and a 
Beijing-based Chinese 
company has been signed 
for the establishment a 
new factory to produce 
vases and other Chinese 
goods in Jordan. This fac- 
tory is expected to be in. 
operation by the begin-. 
ning of next year. 


Details of Joint Venture Given 


Amman THE JERUSALEM STAR in English 13-19 Aug 86 p 1l 


[Article by Ibtisam Dababneh] 


[Text ] 


THE JORDAN Ceramic Industry 
Co and China Nationai Aero- 
Technology Import and Export 


‘Corp (CNATIEC) are to establish a 


joint venture project for the pro- 
duction of decorative and house 
hold ceramics. 


Operations should begin in early 
1987 and production will include 
vases and decorative items and 
household goods such as bath- 
room furnishings. 


A new production line will be es- 
tablished at the Jordan Ceramic 
Industry factory and will have an 
expected annual capacity (the to- 
tal quantity of finished products in 
the first year) of 30-40 tonnes or 


20,000 pieces. Production quanti- 
ties in following years will be de- 
termined by the situation of the 
previous years production and 


According to the JCIC general 
director Fathi Heyassat the pro- 
duction capital for the venture JD 


50,000 divided with JCIC invest- 
ment providing 60 per cent or JD 
30,000. CNATIEC providing 40 per 
cent or JD 20,000. He added that 
the capital can be increased or 
decreased depending on the pro- 


duction and management sit:tation 
of the factory. 


The factory, which is the first 
Chinese _ industrial project to be 
run outside China will be jointly 
managed by both parties through 
Supervisory’ board which will ap- 
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point the mest capable and quali- 
fied Chinese engineers and skilled 
workers. 


Mr Heyassat says CNATIEC 
has agreed to try to use as many 
local workers as possible com- 
mensurate with maintaining quality 
and provided none of the Chinese 
technical secrets are revealied. 


According to the JCIC’s studies 
Jordanian imports ceramics an- 
nually run at about 80 tonnes and 
come mainly from Italy, China and 
Japan. As the raw materials 
needed for producing such ceram- 
ics are available in Jordan in abun- 
dance, the JCIC signed the 
agreement with the Chinese firm 
to provide the technical expertise. 


The joint venture will use the ex- 
isting workshops and equipment 
at JCIC where possible. 


Production costs will be calcu- 
lated according to the weight of 
finished products at 580 fils per 
Kg. This price includes cost of clay 
mud, firing, colour and glaze, heat- 
ing, existing production equipment 
maintenance. Such a price Mr 
Heyassat added is fixed for the 
first four years, after which, there 
may be an increase of price of no 
more than 5 per cent of the total, 
depending on market situation and 
raw materials. 


The production from the new 
factory will be sold in Jordan and 
other Arab countries. 


The period for the joint venture 
agreement is 8 years starting from 
the date of signature of this con- 
tract and to be extended auto- 
matically to two years upon the 
approval of both parties. Mr Hey- 
assat said that the JCIC alone en- 
titled to continue production after 
the joint venture comes to an end 
and to preserve the name and tr- 
ade mark of the products 


The two parties will share the 
profits and responsibility for 
losses by both of the plant in pro- 
portion to their respective shares 











KUWAIT 


KUWAITI SPECIALISTS REPORT OIL INDUSTRY SAFETY 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 23 Jul 86 p 2 
[Article: "472 Kuwaiti Specialists Confirm Industrial Safety"] 


[Text] A Kuwait Oil Corporation spokesman declared that the program of mod- 
ernizing and developing industrial safety arrangements inside the oil instal- 
lations of the corporation and its dependent companies includes all utilities 
and oil installations within the prohibited areas secured by the industrial 
safety bodies. The spokesman said that the safety and security of the oil 
industry have reached a high degree of efficiency and effectiveness as a re- 
sult of local measures that provide the latest in protective techniques. The 
requirements of each installation are provided according to a programmed pol- 
icy based on the nature, vital importance, and impact each installation has 

on other utilities in addition to other factors that determine the appropri- 
ate industrial safety measures required. Policies established in this connec- 
tion are based on the special qualities characterizing the oil industry, 
whereby installations are dissimilar and utilities are varied to a high degree. 


Industrial safety measures therefore have to be adjusted to each particular 
utility in conformity with priorities established to ensure the most effective 
measures. The spokesman said that measures and arrangements inside oil instal- 
lations are highly effective, with suitably developed human and technical re- 
sources being assured. The oil companies have taken great strides forward 

over the last few years, the result of which has been an improved level of ef- 
fective action and protective measures being available. 


The spokesman pointed out that the corporation and its companies have devoted 
special attention to the role of the human element in industrial safety for 
oil installations. Additional qualified local resources have been added to 
strengthen industrial security components, with the total work force in this 
domain being over 611, of whom 472 are Kuwaitis. Strengthening the industrial 
safety facilities has kept pace with programs to train and qualify personnel 
responsible for such functions, which programs include updating management 
structures in line with plans to reinforce the capacity of those divisions 
with suitable human and technical resources. 


The spokesman stressed that effective measures and protective technical action 
are constantly being updated and modernized to increase industrial safety and 
security standards in the oil company installations’ prohibited areas. Pro- 
grammed planning is being kept within established policy lines to ensure the 
highest possible level of performance inside the oil installations. 
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KUWALT 


BRIEFS 


STUDENTS IN USSR NAMED--The Ministry of Education Cultural Relations Depart- 
ment has made public the names of fellowship students who have been accepted 
to study in the USSR for the academic year 1985/86. They are: Sa'dd Hani 
Muhammad al-Saffar, Fadil Hamzah ‘Abbas, ‘Adil ‘Abdallah Mani' al-Muwayni', 
Faysal ‘Abd-al-'Aziz Shihab, Mahmud Jawad Jasim, Jamal Ahmad Muhammad Ibrahim, 
Mahmud 'Abd-al-Aziz Ghanim, Ahmad Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Rahman al-Dashti, Rashid 
Hamad al-'Adwani, Muhammad ‘Abdallah al-Khaldi, ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Jawhar, Maytham 
Khatil Khuraybat, Walid Muhammad Rabi'ah al-Thuwayni, Fu’ad ‘Abdallah Muhammad 
al-Muhammad, Asa'd Mahdi ‘Ali Tahir, Muhammad Hamad al-Dawsari, ‘Adil Shu'ayb 
al-Mutayri, and Walid Yahya 'Abd-al-'Aziz al-Yahya. [Text] [Kuwait AL-WATAN 
in Arabic 20 Jul 86 p 4] 13291/12859 
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SYRIA 


ARRESTS OF COMMUNISTS, ‘POPULAR COMMITTEES' MEMBERS 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 14 Jul 86 pp 8-11 


[Article: "Confrontation with the Left: Information About Recent Arrests 
Launched by Syrian Security Agencies" ] 


[Text] The war of explosions that Syria, including particularly the capital, 
Damascus, has been witnessing for years and is still witnessing and that has 
reached a climax since the beginning of this year continues to provoke a 
controversy that has not yet reached a conclusion, in view of the contradic- 
tory nature of the information about the war, on the one hand, the the 

large number of parties that the Syrian regime accuses of carrying it out, on 
the other hand. 


Among the examples of this deliberate contradiction are the explosions, eight 
in number, that occurred last 17 April in Mashta al-Hulw, Tartus, Hims, 
Masyaf, and Safita, in addition to Damascus. 


Syrian authorities held Israel and American responsible for planning these 
explosions in order to shake the foundations of the regime in preparation 
for carrying out an American-Israeli attack on Syria. 


Last 17 April, however, the Syrian News Agency held Iraq responsible. Then 
it accused the Muslim Brotherhood, pretending to have forgotten its 
accusations against Israel and America only hours before. 


What is the reality behind this contradictory information? 


AL-DUSTUR has obtained an important report containing information about the 
arrests that the Syrian security agencies have been carrying out since the 
beginning of this year in reaction to the campaign of explosions Syria is 
witnessing. The broad scope of this campaign of arrests has been raised to 
the level of a real confrontation between the Syrian regime and the various 
forces of the left within the country. 
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It appears that obscuring the regime's confrontation with the forces of the 
left within the country and diverting attention from this confrontation by 
persistently hurling accusations that avoid alluding to these forces form part 
of a policy aimed at a media blackovt on the forces of the opposition, a 
policy that covers almost all political orientations in Syria. 


The report here published by AL-DUSTUR is restricted to information about two 
unknown groups of Syrian leftist forces and about the campaign of arrests 
launched against them by the Syrian security agencies. These organizations 
are called the Communist Labor Party and the Popular Committees organization. 
The report is an indication of the growing phenomenon of the Marxist opposi- 
tion, in addition to the nationalist and Islamic oppositions. It is clear 
that any Syrian public media attention to this opposition will embarrass 
Damascus with its allies in Moscow, on the one hand, and with the Arab Marxist 
left, which would like to play the role of godfather, on the other hand. 


At the beginning of 1986, numerous sources from Syrian government circles 
indicated that the Office of National Security, which is the country's highest 
agency involved with political security matters and which is headed by 
President Hafiz al-Asad, had decided--for the ninth time in succession within 
10 years (1977-1986)--to embark on a new and comprehensive attempt to liquidate 
the Communist Labor Party in Syria. In the decision, an organization called 
the Popular Committees movement was linked with the party; it was decided 

to prosecute its members and supporters, treating them on the same basis as 
members and supporters of the party. The task of implementing the decision 
was entrusted to the Division of Military Intelligence headed by Major 
General ‘Ali Duba, the largest of the regime's intelligence agencies and the 
one best equipped with material and personnel resources. 


This division assigned the organization of the trailing and arrest campaign 

in Damascus to the “Palestine” Branch Office (Branch 235) and placed at the 
disposal of this branch all of the division's branches in the Syrian provinces 
(one in each province). It also charged all other security agencies to supply 
the leaders of the campaign with whatever information they had about the 
Labor Party, the Popular Committees, and their adherents. A campaign 
command was formed, including a number of intelligence officers, the most 
important of whom were: 


1. Brigadier General Hasan Khalil, representing the Military Intelligence 
Division command; 


2. Brigadier General Mazhar Faris, head of the Palestine Branch (235); 


3. Colonel ‘Abd-al—Rahman ‘Arafah, head of the Palestine Branch's Fida'i 
Police; and 


4. Lieutenant Colonel Rif‘at 'Abbud, from the Palestine Branch. 











The campaign command began its operation by deploying armed patrols at the 
entries to various Syrian cities, on the roads connecting them, and at travel 
garage entrances. Patrols were also deployed at the entrances to the 
Palestinian camps in Syria (especially in Damascus) and within them, and at 
the entrances to certain Damascus popular districts in which the security 
forces suspected a concentration of party or committees activity. These 
patrols conducted rigorous stop-and-search operations involving a large number 
of citizens, especially on the highways and at garage entrances, looking for 
various kinds of printed matter and literature published by the party or the 
committees. As a result of precautionary measures taken by the party and 
applied generally to its sympathetic and popular following, it was possible 
to counter the effects of these measures and to limit them to the arrest of 

a citizen, Muhannad al-Nadir, from whom a copy of the party's political news- 
paper was seized, and of the citizen Sulayman Mustafa Ghaybur, from whom two 
copies of the party's theoretical magazine were seized. These search 
operations continued throughout the period between the beginning of February 
1986 and 10 March of the same year. Afterwards, arrest operations began in 
al-Yarmuk Camp in Damascus in the form of armed raids of a terrorist nature 
on dozens of houses. Most of these took place at night, and a number of 
citizens who happened to be in the houses during a raid were arrested as a 
result, particularly those whose names appeared on lists carried by the 
patrols, according to data given by two intelligence agents: Ayman al- 
Shihabi (of Palestinian nationality) and Ghadir Ridwan (of Syrian nationality). 
The majority of the raids took place in the hours between 10 pm and 5 am. 
Carrying pistols and machine guns, intelligence personnel would break into 
houses and quickly spread through a residence, without any respect for the 
rights and privacy of citizens and with loud and indiscriminate shouting and 
cursing, in order to arrest the object of the search, if he was present, or, 
if he was absent, to terrorize and intimidate his family immediately after- 
wards and arrest, seizure as hostages, or deprivation of the right to work. 
Intimidation took the particular form of arresting women, since the intel- 
ligence agencies know the intense psychological pressure this kind of intimi- 
dation causes in some popular milieus because it involves violation of 
values of honor and implies the threat of sexual assault. Asa result of 
these threats, one girl broke her leg when her brother pushed her to jump 
from a window 4 meters from the ground, in an attempt by him to keep her 

from the danger of arrest as a hostage for her brother, Husam al-'‘Ayidi 
(Palestinian, al-Hajar al-Aswad District, Damascus), who was wanted for 
political reasons. In practice, when the raiding patrols did not find the 
object of their search in a house, hostages were taken. Thus, the father 

of the citizen Riyad ‘'Awdah (civil engineer, Damascus, al~Yarmuk Camp) was 
arrested. He was an aged man over 60. In prison, he was subjected to abuse 
and mental terror and to several days of solitary confinement before being 
released. The mother of the citizen Samir al-Hasan (journalist, licensee 

in business and economics) was arrested and subjected to curses, abuse, and 
intimidation before being released. On the lists of those arrested, one 
notices that virtually entire families were arrested for the aforementioned 
reasons. 
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The campaign of arrests mounted especially after the celebration of "The 

D y of the Earth," 30 March, when a mass demonstration took place in al- 
Yarmuk District of Damascus. The demonstration was savagely repressed; 

the mass gatherings were disrupted by cars driven at high speed, while 
elements of the intelligence agencies attacked the demonstrators with clubs 
and beat them at random. Ten demonstrators, nine of them women, were 
arrested. After the Day of the Earth, the raids and armed manifestations were 
greatly expanded, and manifestations of terrorism became more violent. More 
than 200 houses were raided in Damascus. Sometimes, the house of the wanted 
citizen and the houses of his brothers, sisters, and maternal and paternal 
uncles were raided in a single night. In 1 night, 12 houses belonging to 
al-Shihabi family were raised in a search for the citizen Muhammad al-Shihabi, 
a teacher with UNRWA and a resident of the al-Amin District, Damascus. 


The security patrols occupied a number of houses and detained the occupants 

in them, quietly, secretly, and sometimes for many hours, hoping that the 
wanted citizen would return to his home and be arrested. Sometimes, they did 
so for more than 2 weeks, as in the case of the citizen Jamal Rabi', an 
agricultural engineer and journalist from al-Hajar al-Aswad District, Damascus. 


In the current campaign, heavy intimidation pressures were employed against 
al-Yarmuk Camp in Damascus (al-Hajar al-Aswad, Damascus) as well as against 
Jaramanah in Damascus and against the city of Salamiyah in central Syria. In 
the latter city, all principal and subsidiary access routes were blocked by 
security patrols, and all citizens entering or leaving the city were subjected 
to a thorough and time-consuming search for any sign that might indicate a 
connection with the Popular Committees. Every citizen who raised objection 

to this wholesale repression was subjected to beating and abuse. This went 

on throughout the period between the beginning of February and April. 


The arrests included Syrian and Palestinian citizens from Damascus, Dar'‘a, 
Suwayda', Hims, Hamah, Salamiyah, and al-Ladhiqiyah. Especially included 
were a number of journalists from the magazine AL-QA'IDAH, the central 
magazine of the Palestine Liberation Front (Provisional Leadership). Among 
them, we can mention: ‘Ali al-Rifa*i (journalist), Jamal Rabi’ (journalist), 
and Muhammad Katilah (journalist). Also sought were the journalists Jamil 
Hatmal (his brother, Jamal, was taken hostage) and the magazine's publisher, 
Mahmud al-‘Ayidi. The campaign also included some editors of the magazine 
of Fatah al-Intifadah (Abu Musa group), among whom we can mention Samir 
al-Hasan (journalist) and ‘Ali al-Rifa'i (journalist, also employed at AL- 
QA'IDAH). The journalist Muhammad Sarsur, one of the workers at the maga- 
zine, was also sought. The wife of the well-known poet and journalist, 
Faraj Bayraqdar, was taken hostage for her husband, who has been a political 
fugitive since 1984. 


As of 7 May 1986, the number of those arrested had reached over 180 citizens 
of both sexes. About half of them were released after days or weeks. 
Unfortunately, we have not been able to list all of their names, due to the 


intensive security pressures, the randomness of the arrests, the security 
forces' practice of hiding in the homes of people arrested, and the taking of 


20 














a number of hostages. Concerning the methods of arrest, it remains for us 

to point out that the intelligence agencies resorted to the method of abducting 
people from the streets, in view of the large number of people wanted for 
arrest and the failure of the foregoing methods to accomplish the goals of 

the security agencies. The abudction operation was entrusted to patrols 
making the rounds in public and government cars, accompanied by one of the two 
agents whose names have been mentioned above or accompanied by some arrested 
man who had been picked up and forced to accompany the patrols and point out 
to them wanted citizens when they were seen in the streets. This occurred 
after the arrested men had been subjected to lengthy and barbaric torture. 

A deal would then be offered to them: either endure more torture or 

accompany the patrols to point out the faces that they knew. About 10 
citizens whose names are on the accompanying lists of people arrested were 
abducted in this way. 


About Torture Methods and Instruments 


In addition to well-known methods that we shall mention briefly, new methods 
that we shall go into some detail were used in this campaign. The traditional 
methods included: beating with fists, kicking, heating with sticks, shipping 
(the wheel and the bastinado), solitary confinement, deprivation of sleep and 
rest for days on end, watching the torture of family members such as brothers 
and sisters, watching the torture of friends, hearing the sounds of torture 
while in solitary confinement, showers with cold water followed by hot or 
vice versa, stretching (suspension by the hands, accompanied by beating with 
sticks or whips), inverted stretching (suspension by the feet, head down, 
accompanied by beating with sticks or whips), suspension between two beds 

by the extremities while being beaten with sticks or whips, and torture with 
electrodes fastened to the ears, the tongue, the hands, or the genitals and 
anus. 


New methods were: 


1. The chair: This consists of a metal frame with movable parts of a chair. 
The prisoner is fastened upon it, and his hands and feet are tied behind the 
chair, the limbs having first been pulled as taut as possible, while the 

two supports of the back of the chair pass in front of the shoulders. The 
prisoner is then turned over on the ground so that his face and stomach point 
down and his four limbs point up. The body of the chair can be pressed into 
this position so that it causes tremendous upward arching of the spine and 
pelvis. The opeation is like pressing the neck and head, on the one hand, 
and the pelvis, on the other, each of them toward the other in a reward 
direction. This causes a severe stretching of the nerves of the four limbs. 
It frequently causes paralysis in one or more limbs, sometimes temporarily, 
sometimes permanently, due to the severity and duration of the stretching. 


2. The guillotine: This is a device exactly like the guillotine used for 
executions and is stained with blood. The prisoner is stretched out, bound, 
with his face turned up toward the blade of the guillotine, so that he can 
watch it as it swiftly falls toward his neck. There is a device to stop the 
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blace's movement precisely when it touches the neck. The purpose of the 
machine is to give the idea of the seriousness of the threat of execution. 
Before being brought to the guillotine, the prisoner is put through the legal 
and religious proceedings that correspond to what transpires in real cases of 
execution. 


Naturally, the purpose of the torture operations is first to extract forced 
confessions from the prisoner concerning his political affiliation and 
activities and then to extract his confessions concerning what he knows about 
citizens engaged in political or democratic activities, whatever these may be. 


Also among the traditional methods employed in this campaign were flagellation 
(with the body dampened with water to increase the effect of the whip) and 
suspension from one limb for several days (with short period of rest to avoid 
causing permanent impairment of parts of the body). 


Particular Incidents in the Campaign 


1. The citizen Sulayman Mustafa Ghaybur, from the village of ‘Aqarib, 
Salamiyah District, Hamah Province (his name appears as number 9 on the 
attached list of people arrested), died as a martyr under torture, although 
he was not a member of any party. He was arrested as a result of search 
operations on the road between Hamah and Halab and was subjected to severe 
torture after his arrest. When security became certain that he was not a 
member of the party, it imposed on him the condition that he direct the 
patrols or one of the wanted members of the party. He gave his consent to 
this request. Then, following his release, and in view of his not carrying 
out what was asked of him, he was rearrested about 2 weeks after his initial 
arrest. He was threatened and then released several times in succession 
between 20 March and 26 April 1986, when he was arrested for the last time 

at his military unit, the Infantry School, Halab. He was not seen again. 

On Thursday evening, 1 May 1986, an official delegation came to his village, 
bringing his body in a closed coffin. The delegation included representatives 
from the Infantry School, the military police, and military intelligence. 

The head of the delegation stated that the deceased had committed suicide 

and that the Syrian government considered him a martyr. The family was asked 
to bury him immediately and was stermly warned against opening the coffin. 
But since there were no reasons that would have caused the deceased to commit 
suicide, his family and kin rejected the instructions of the delegation. An 
atmosphere of indignation and rage flared up in the village, forcing the 
delegation to make a hasty departure from the village and to leave the coffin 
there without making sure that it had been buried. Afterwards, the coffin 
was opened by the family and kin of the dead man. The marks of two shots 
were immediately perceived on the neck, and there were dark blue bruises on 
the wrists indicating shackles. From the burns and traces of gunpowder 
around the bullet holes in the neck, one could see that the shots had been 
fired from close range, and two exist wounds were visible in the back of 

the head. The shots are thought to have been fired after the death of the 
deceased man to cover up the real causes of death, which probably occurred 
because of severe torture. In any event, the marks of fetters and the 
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presence of two bullet wounds in the neck fully disproved the allegations of 
suicide, since one shot in the neck would have been completely sufficient to 
cause death. The very clear marks of fetters on the wrists also disproved 
the allegations of suicide. A third argument against suicide is the lack of 
any known cause which might have moved the deceased to suicide. Yet another 
argument against it is the eagerness of the official delegation for a swift 
burial and the warning against opening the coffin--which took place in the 
presence of a large number of witnesses from the same village. 


2. Mrs Aminah ‘Umar, wife of Samir Hasan (he is a journalist with FATAH 
magazine and a licensee in business and economics), Damascus, al-Hajar al- 
Aswad, suffered a miscarriage after 4 months of pregnancy. This occurred 
after her arrest at the Day of the Earth demonstration on 30 March 1986 and 
her subjection to torture and extreme psychological intimidation, in spite of 
the fact that she was obviously pregnant. Her sister was also arrested, 
along with her husband, his three sisters, and his mother. The mother was 
released after being subjected to intimidation and abuse. 


3. The method of taking hostages from the relatives and families of the 
citizens wanted for political reasons--members of the Popular Committees or 
of the Labor Party--was employed in this campaign. 


4. The arrests included citizens affiliated with the Labor Party in Syria 
and the Popular Committees. They also included a large number of independent 
citizens or those in other political organizations, on the charge of working 
in the Popular Committees or cooperating with the Labor Party. Organizations 
from which members were arrested were the Popular Front for the Liberation 

of Palestine, the Palestine Liberation Front (Provisional Leadership), the 
Palestine National Liberation Movement (Fatah al-Intifadah), the Popular 
Front (General Command), and the Syrian Communist Party-~al-Qa'idah 
organizations. 


People Arrested 


Number in sequence / place and year of birth / family status / occupational 
status / place and date of arrest / other comments. 


1. Muhammad al-Nadir / Hamah, Palestinians’ camp, 1964 / single / student / 
Political Security Branch—al Jisr al-Abyad, 26 February 1986 / Palestinian 
nationality, cadre member of the Fatah al-Intifadah movement. 


2. Muhammad Wahib / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1965 / single / student / 
Political Security Branch--al-Jisr al-Abyad, 28 February 1986 / Palestinian 
nationality, cadre member of the Fatah al-Intifadah movement. 


3. Majid Abu Rashid / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1964 / single / student / 


Political Security Branch--al-Jisr al-Abyad, 2 March 1986 / Palestinian 
nationality, cadre member of the Fatah al-Intifadah movement. 
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4. Muhammad Katilah / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1960 / single / journalist, 
AL-QA'IDAH / Military Intelligence Division, Palestine Branch 235, 23 March 
1986 / Palestinian nationality, cadre member of the Palestine Liberation 
Front. 


5. Fathi al-Sahli / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1957 / single / unemployed, 
in Fatah al-Intifadah / Military Intelligence, Branch 235, 23 March 1986 / 
Palestinian nationality, cadre member of the Fatah al-Intifadah movement. 


6. ‘Ali Abu Hasan /Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1960 / single / Military 
Intelligence, Branch 235, 27 March 1986 / Palestinian nationality. 


7. Mazin al-Ta'muri / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp / Branch 235, 27 March 1986 / 
Palestinian nationality. 


8. Sulayman Mustafa Ghaybur / ‘Aqarib, Salamiyah, Hamah / soldier, Infantry 
School, Hamah / Military Intelligence Division, Hamah Branch, 1 March 1986 / 
Syrian nationality, died under torture, body turned over to his family on 

1 May 1986. 


9. Ghadah al-Yusuf / Hims, 1957 / married woman / government employee / 
Branch 235, 28 February 1986 / Syrian nationality, husband ('Ali al-Shihabi, 
Palestinian) a political prisoner; has two girls suffering from severe 
anemia and needing repeated blood transfusions every few months. They have 
remained without a provider or supervision, which has placed their lives in 
jeopardy. 


10. Fatin al-Hasan / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1959 / single woman / 
engineer / Branch 235, 30 March 1986 / Palestinian nationality, arrested with 
her two sisters, her brother, and her husband. 


11. Hannan al-Hasan / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1965 / married woman / 
housewife / Branch 235, 30 March 1986, at the Day of the Earth demonstration / 
sister of the Palestinian, Samir al-Hasan. 


12. Amal al-Hasan / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1967 / married woman / 
housewife / Branch 235, Day of the Earth demonstration / Palestinian 
nationality, sister of Fatin, Hannan, and Samir al-Hasan. 


13. Aminah ‘Umar / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1967 / married woman / student 
at engineering institute / Branch 235, Day of the Earth demonstration / 

wife of Samir al-Hasan, Palestinian nationality; arrested while pregnant, 
she suffered a miscarriage during torture and was taken to hospital. 


14. Iman ‘Umar / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1969 / single woman / secondary 
school student / Branch 235, Day of the Earth demonstration / Palestinian 
nationality, sister of Aminah ‘Umar. 
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15. Jahidah Ibrahim / al-Ladhiqiyah, 1955 / married woman, one child / flour 
mill worker / Branch 235, Day of the Earth demonstration / Syrian nationality. 
Her husband, Nabil Ibrahim, has been a political prisoner in Syria since 1984. 


16. Musa Muhammad Musa / Damascus, al-Tabbalah, 1960 / single / Branch 235, 
Day of the Earth demonstration / member of the Fatah al-Intifadah movement. 


17. Mu'tazz Muhammad Qaddurah / Damascus, al-Tabbalah, 1962 / single / 
Branch 235, Day of the Earth demonstration / member of the Fatah al-Intifadah 
movement. 


18. Hasibah 'Abd-al-Rahman / Masyaf, 1959 / single woman / political fugitive 
/ Branch 235, 31 March 1986 / Syrian nationality. Her fiance, Marwan Mahasin, 
has been imprisoned in Syria since 1984. 


19. Mazin Rabi' / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1964 / single / student / Branch 
235, 1 April 1986 / Palestinian nationality; taken hostage because his brother, 
Jamal Rabi', was wanted. In spite of Jamal's subsequent arrest, Mazin was 

not released. 


2.. Samir al-Hasan / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1953 / married / journalist 
at the magazines of Fatah and al-'‘Asifah / Branch 235, 1 April 1986 / 
Palestinian nationality. His three sisters, his wife, and her sister were 
arrested. His mother was held under arrest for | day, during which time she 
was subjected to abuse and psychological torture. 


21. ‘Ali al-Rifa'i / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1956 / married / journalist 
with AL-QA'IDAH and FATAH / Branch 235, 1 April 1986 / Palestinian 
nationality. 


22. Rashid ‘Awdah / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1948 / married, four children / 
teacher with UNRWA / Branch 235, 1 April 1986 / Palestinian nationality. 


23. Muwaffaq al-'Ayidi / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1964 / single / university 
student / Branch 235, 1 April 1986 / Palestinian nationality. His brother, 
Muhammad al-'Ayidi, was arrested. When an attempt was made to arrest his 
sister, she fell from the second story and broke her leg. 


24. Nidal al-'Amayiri / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1964 / single / university 
student / Branch 235, 1 April 1986 / Palestinian nationality. 


25. Jamal Hatmal / Damascus, 1963 / single / university student / Branch 
235, 2 April 1986 / Syrian nationality, taken hostage. 


26. Salah ‘Ammurah / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1964 / single / soldier in 
the Palestine Liberation Army / Branch 235, 3 April 1986 / Palestinian 
nationality. 


27. Sulayman Abu Khalid / Damascus, al-Amin district, 1962 / single / soldier 
in the Palestinian Liberation Army / Branch 235, 3 April 1986 / Palestinian. 


28. Muhammad Diyab / Damascus, al-Amin district, 1963 / single / employed as 
baker / Branch 235, 3 April 1986 / Palestinian. 


29. ‘Abd-al-Karim Darwish / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1957 / married, one 
child / engineer / Branch 235, 5 April 1986 / Palestinian. 


30. Yasir Jalbut / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp / single / teacher / Branch 235, 
5 April 1986 / Palestinian. 


31. Ghazi Husayn / Damascus, Khan al-Shakykh Camp, 1952 / married / engineer 
/ Branch 235, 10 April 1986 / Palestinian nationality, member of Provisional 
Leadership of the Palestine Liberation Front. 


32. Sidqi ‘Awn / Damascus, Khan al-Shaykh, 1953 / single / teacher / Branch 
235, 10 April 1986 / Palestinian. 


33. Yahya Abu Shaqra / Khan al-Shaykh, 1960 / single / Branch 235, 10 April 
1986 / Palestinian. 


34. Bassam ‘Awdah / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1960 / single / student / 
Branch 235, 19 April 1986 / Palestinian. 


35. Husam Qarawut / Damascus, 1960 / single / student / Branch 235, 19 
April 1986 / Syrian. 


36. ‘Abd-al-Qadir 'Umar / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1961 / single / student / 
Branch 235, 19 April 1986 / Palestinian. 


37. Ayman Abu Qasim / Salamiyah, 1963 / single / student / Branch 235, 20 
April 1986 / Syrian. 


38. Iman Abu Qasim / Salamiyah, 1965 / single woman / student / Branch 235, 
20 April 1986 / Syrian, sister of Ayman. 


39. Isma'il Abu Qasim / Salamiyah, 1964 / single / student / Branch 235, 
20 April 1986 / Syrian. 


40. Kifah Amin / Salamiyah, 1964 / single woman / student / Branch 235, 
20 April 1986 / Syrian. 


41. ‘Ammar Barazi / Salamiyah, 1967 / single / student / Branch 235, 20 
April 1986 / Syrian. His brother, ‘Ali al-Barazi, has been imprisoned in 
Tudmur Military Prison since 1982. 


42. Qasim Amin / Salamiyah, 1965 / single / student / Branch 235, 21 April 
1986 /Syrian. 





43. Faysal Zubyan / Suwayda', 1965 / single / student / Branch 235, 21 
April 1986 / Syrian. 
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44. Safa' Rabi‘ /Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1966 / single woman / student / 
Branch 235, 21 April 1986 / Palestinian; has two arrested brothers, Jamal 
and Mazin. 


45. Fadi al-Saghir / Beirut, 1962 / single / student / Branch 235, 21 April 
1986 / Lebanese nationality. 


46. Bassam Siyaghah / Suwayda', 1964 / single / student / Branch 235, 
21 April 1986 / Syrian. 


47. Walid Khaddaj / Suwayda' / single / worker at al-Dibs Textile Plant / 
Branch 235, 22 April 1986 / Syrian. 


48. Fatih Nasih /Suwayda', 1964 / single / student / Branch 235, 24 April 
1986 / Syrian. 


49. Kamal Nasr-al-Din / Suwayda', 1962 / single / student / Branch 235, 
24 April 1986 / Syrian. 


50. Talal Nasr-al-Din / Suwayda', 1964 / single / student / Branch 235, 
24 April 1986 / Syrian. 


51. Akram Abu Sa'd / Suwayda', 1964 / single / student / Branch 235, 24 
April 1986 / Syrian. 


52. Fatimah ‘Abbas / Dayr Mama, Masyaf, 1962 / single woman / worker / 
Branch 235, 27 April 1986 / Her brother, ‘Abbas, is wanted politically. 


53. Jamal Sa‘d-al-Din / Dar‘a, 1964 / single / student / Branch 245, 27 
April 1986 / Syrian. 


54. Mahmud al-‘Ali /Dar‘a, 1960 / married, one child / worker in housing / 
Branch 235, 28 April 1986 / His brother, Faruq al-'Ali is wanted politically. 


55. Shafiqah al-'Ali /Dar‘a, 1961 / married woman, one daughter / works in 
the consumers’ organization / Branch 235 , 28 April 1986 / Her husband, the 
poet Faraj Bayraqdar, is wanted politically. 


56. Bassam al-‘Ali / Dar'a, 1963 ' single / student / Branch 235, 28 April 
1986. 


57. Nabil al-Humsi / al-Ladhiqiyah, Hinadi, 1960 / married, one child / 
soldier in the defense squadrons / Branch 235, 29 April 1986 / Syrian. 


58. Jamal Rabi' / Damascus, al-Yarmuk Camp, 1956 / married / agricultural 
engineer / Branch 235, 29 April 1986 / Palestinian nationality, has worked 


in the resistance press. 


59. Zuhayr Baytar / Tartus, 1961 / single / student / Branch 235, 29 April 
1986 / Syrian, was wanted politically, Communist Labor Party. 
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60. ‘Abd-al-Karim ‘Akkari / Sabburah, Salamiyah, 1960 / single / student, 
worker / Branch 245, 3 May 1986 / Syrian. 


61. Amal Hawijah / Salamiyah, 1964 / single woman / student, theatre arts / 
Branch 235, 4 May 1986. 


62. Hasham Hurdufani / -- / single / -- / Branch 235, 4 May 1986. 


63. Isma‘il al-Qasir / Salamiyan, 1963 / single / student / Branch 235, 
4 May 1986 / was wanted politically. 


64. Yusuf al-Bunni / Hamah, 1952 / married, two children / planning director 
in the General Textile Organization / Branch 235, 4 May 1986 / His brother, 
Akram al-Bunni, is wanted politically. 


65. Usamah Yaghi / Salamiyah, 1959 / married, two children / engineer in 
Hamah Textile Company / Branch 235, 4 May 1986 / His sister, Amathil Yaghi, 
is wanted politically. 


66. Muhammad Shahin / Salamiyah / single / student / Military Intelligence 
division, Hamah branch, February 1986 / His brother was arrested with him. 


67. Jalal Mas‘'ud / Salamiyah, 1953 / married, children / agricultural 
engineer / Military Intelligence Division, Hamah branch, February 1986. 


68. ‘Ammar al-Jundi / Salamiyah, 1967 / single / student / Military Intel- 
ligence Division, Hamah branch, February 1986 / His two brothers, ‘Ali al- 
Jundi and ‘Adil al-Jundi, have been imprisoned in Syria since 1984. 


[Box, p 10] 
The Communist Labor Party 


A Marxist-Leninist organization, founded in 1976 after the expanded meeting 
of Marxist circles, is opposed to the system of goverrment in Syria. It 
secretly distributes a number of publications: AL-RAYAH AL~HAMRA' [RED 
FLAG], its central newspaper; AL-SHUYU'I [THE COMMUNIST], its theoretical 
magazine; and AL-NIDA' AL-SHA'BI [THE POPULAR CALL], its publication for 
agitation. In addition, its internal newspaper AL-BRULITARI [THE PROLETARIAN] 
organizes internal dialogue among party members. In 1977, it published 13 
pamphlets under the title AL-KHATT AL-ISTRATIJI [THE STRATEGIC LINE]. The 
party's first conference was held in 1981. Its secret activity includes all 
Syrian provinces. Its internal plan does not include the office of general 
secretary; the organization is led by a central committee and a politburo. 
Since the party's birth, Syrian security agencies have launched nine major 
arrest campaigns, each aimed at liquidating the organization finally. More 
than 200 party members and sympathizers are currently sitting in prisons. 

All of these prisoners have been adopted by Amnesty International as prisoners 
of conscience. The party was the first Syrian organization to take a stand 
against Syrian interference in Lebanon, supporting the Lebanese National 





Movement and the Palestinian resistance. Since its creation, it has criticized 
the rightist line in the PLO. When the recent conflict broke out in Syria, 

it stook both against the dictatorial regime and against the Muslim Brother- 
hood. 


Its slogans center around: driving out the dictatorship, winning political 
freedoms, and driving out the imperialist settlement and its props in the 
region. 


[Box, p 11] 
The Popular Committees 


Semipublic democratic Palestinian committees, founded in 1983 after the 
departure of the resistance from Beirut, to support the Intifadah group of 
Fatah. The committees issue a publication called SAWT AL-LIJAN AL-SHA‘BIYAH 
[VOICE OF THE POPULAR COMMITTEES], containing signed articles. Their program 
stands for complete liberation of Palestinian soil, against all political 
settlements of the Palestinian issue, and against being subject to the Arab 
organizations. Since their founding, the committees have polarized large 
numbers of Palestinian youths, both independent and those affiliated with 
organizations. Activities basically center in the circles of the Palestinian 
camps in Syria. This is the first time that the Syrian security agencies 
have launched a broad campaign of arrests against the committees. 


12937/9738 
CSO: 4404/458 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


BRIEFS 


NEW OFFICIALS APPOINTED--Dr Yasin Sa'id Nu'man, member of the Political Bureau 
and chairman of the Council of Ministers, has issued a decree of the Council 
of Ministers appointing Ahmad Husayn Abu Bakr deputy minister of finance. 

He also issued two decrees of the chairman of the Council of Ministers appoint- 
ing ‘Abd al-Wasi' Qasim Nu'man chief editor of QADAYA AL-ASR [ISSUES OF THE 
AGE] magazine, and Faruq Uthman ibn Shamlan director general of the general 
department for local government affairs. The decrees revoke any previous 
appointments to these posts and they take etfect from the dates of their 


issue. [Summary] [Aden Domestic Service in Arabic 1500 GMT 27 Aug 86 EA] 
/6662 


CsO: 4400/271 
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AFGHANISTAN 


MARTYRS' FAMILIES RECEIVING GOVERNMENT AID 
LD210647 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0436 GMT 21 Aug 86 


[Text] Kabul, 20 Aug BAKHTAR--The party and state of the DRA consider the 
care of the families of the martyrs of the revolution one of their important 
duties. 


Anisa, wife of one of the martyrs of the revolution told to a BAKHTAR reporter 
that she has become confident that the party and state of the DRA have not 
forgotten the martyrs of the revolution and their families. The care of the 
party and the state from the families of the martyrs of the revolution is 
practically felt. 


She said that she has always enjoyed the material and moral care of the party 
and the state. A dwelling apartment has been given to her family and on the 
occasion of the Eid (sacrificing festivities) her family was favoured with 
material assistance. 


With the establishment of the Association of the Wives and Mothers of the 
Martyrs of Revolution, she said, the survivors of the martyrs of the revolu- 
tion are feeling more cohesion. The association renders them assistance for 
the rearing of their children and the betterment of their living condition. 


The association is not a mourning place for the families of the martyrs of the 
revolution, she said. On the contrary, the members of the association are 
duty-bound to take active part in the construction of the new society. They 
are duty-bound to bring up their children with the spirit of patriotism, 
hostility with war, and the feeling of serving the people. 


/9599 
CSO: 4600/492 
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HEAVY 


FLGHTING, SOVIET AIR ACTIVITY REPORTED AROUND CAPITAL 


New Air Attacks Seen 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 30 Jul 86 p 1 


[Text | 


NEW DELHI (DPA)-— Heavy 
air activity over the Afghan 
capital of Kabul, a pointer to 
fresh Soviet offensives, coinci- 
ded with Soviet Leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s announcement of 
a pullout of six Soviet regi- 
ments by the end of the year, 
Western diplomatic sources 
said yesterday. 

The sources, speaking here 
on condition of anonymity 
said that the movement of 
MiG-24 Jet Fighters and heli- 
copters indicated that the So- 
viets were launching new at- 
tacks in the south and south- 
west of the country, possibly 
in the regions of Kandahar. 

Diplomats based in Kabul 
also noticed heavy troop move- 
ment in that direction on July 
24 which coincided with a 
great number of explosions in 
the capital city. 

Observers noted about ten 
to 15 explosions on that day 
in the Karte Seh and Darul- 
laman Areas in the vicinity of 
the Soviet Embassy while one 
observer reported hearing an 
explosion near the prime min- 
ister’s office. 


Resistance sources in New 
Delhi said the Soviets had 
wrested control of the western 
city of Herat from the Mu- 
jahideen. A clear indication of 
this was given by the visit 
there of Afghan Leader Naji- 
bullah a few days ago. 


Diplomatic sources said 
the fighting lasted three weeks 
and large parts of the city were 
damaged. 

Resistance sources said 
crack Soviet troops from ac- 
ross the border, barely 100 
kms to the north, took part in 
the operations. There were 
reports of heavy casualties on 
both sides. 

Heavy fighting was report- 
ed in the vicinity of Kan- 
dahar City in the middle of 
July, with one diplomatic 
source describing the situation 
as “very strained”. 

He said the Mujahideen 
had a stronger presence in the 
town than at any time during 
the past few years and also 
controlled a large stretch of 
the road from Kandahar to 
Herat. 
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AFGHANISTAN 

















Bombing, Clashes Intensifying 


Tchran TEHRAN TIMES in English 7 Aug 86 p J 


[Text | 


ISLAMABAD _ (Dispatches)— 
The fighting already in pro- 
gress between Soviet occupa- 
tion forces and Afghan rebels 
near Kabul for weeks flar- 
ed up last week with exten- 
sive Soviet bombing of the 
Paghman area. Western diplo- 
matic sources in Pakistan said 
yesterday. 

They said clashes picked 
up in intensity on Friday and 
Saturday of last week, when 
diplomats visiting a resort in 
the area saw Soviet SU-25 
warplanes bombing the foot- 
hills near Paghman, less than 
30 kms northwest of Kabul. 

The radio were accompa- 
nied by prolonged exchanges 
of heavy and light weapons 
fire in the flatlands to the 
south and east of Paghman, 
they reported. 

One diplomat said fight- 
ing continued even at night 
under parachute flares dropped 
by Soviet planes. Another said 
he saw an SU-25 narrowly 
escape being hit by a Soviet- 
made SAM-7 missile that ap- 
parently was fired by the Mu- 
jahideen, or Moslem guerillas. 

The sources said the de- 
parture of Soviet armored con- 
voys and combat aircraft, 
including helicopter gunships, 
from Kabul in a southwest- 
ernly direction last week also 
suggested that fighting was 
continuing in Logar Province, 


/9317 
CSO: 4600/476 





~' 75 kms from the capi- 
tal. 

No information was avail- 
able on the results of the two 
operations, the diplomats said. 

Meanwhile the new secre- 
tary-general of the Afghan 
Communist Party, Najibullah, 
appears to be continuing his 
effort to consolidate his posi- 
tion inthe faction-ridden or- 
ganization, according to the 
diplomats. 

They said that last Thurs- 
day the politburo of the rul- 
ing People’s Democratic Par- 
ty of Afghanistan (PDPA) pub- 
licly censured three of the min- 
isters belonging to PDPA’s 
Khalq -— or People’s — fac- 


tion, the junior grouping in the 
party. 

In fact seven of the Sovi- 
et-backed regime’s seventeen 
ministries or departments have 
failed to meet their targets 
but only four have been cho- 
sen for criticism in the offi- 
cial media. 

Meanwhile, a key Afghan 
resistance leader belittled 4 
planned Soviet troop reduction 
Monday and said Moscow must 
either withdraw all its troops 
or increase their strength to 
300 000 men. 

Gulbuddin Hikmatyar, lea- 
der of a faction in the Islamic 
Party, described the Soviet ges- 
ture -- withdrawal of six re- 
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giments from Afghanistan by 
the end of 1986 — asa ‘mere 
stunt’. 

Speaking at a press con- 
ference, Hikmatyar said the an- 
nounced withdrawal of anti- 
tank and anti-aircraft regiments 
was meaningless because they 
were not needed by the Soviet 
occupation forces to fight the 
Afghan resistance forces. 

All Soviet tactics have fail- 
ed in Afghanistan,” he said. 

Hikmatyar denied his par- 
ty ever received any aid from 
the United States. 

“Whatever we got was 
through the government of Pa- 
kistan’”’ which receives humani- 
tarian assistance from all over 
the world for 3 million Afghan 
refugees sheltered in Pakistan, 
he said. 

Hikmatyar. who returned 
to Peshawar recently after visit- 
ing rebel-held areas in Logar 
Province, south of Kabul, said 
the guerillas were ambushing 
the ‘enemy forces’. 

He referred to an attack 
on Pul-e-Alam in Logar which 
pre-empted an = expected 
government offensive. Thirteen 
of the 15 Soviet units station- 
ed in the area were attacked 
and were destroyed, he said. 

Hik matyar also visited Jaji 
in Afghanistan’s eastern Paktia 
Province. He said the area was 
devoid of any government pre- 
sence. 














AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


BASE DESTROYED BY MUJAHIDIN--Mashhad, Khorrasan Province (IRNA)--The 
biggest and reportedly most equipped base of joint Soviet-Afghan govern- 
ment forces was destroyed in northwestern Afghanistan by Afghan Moslem 
revolutionaries. Tens of armoured tanks, a munitions and fuel depot, and 
foodstuff warehouse as well as military equipment of the joint forces 
were destroyed in the operations carried out last week. In retaliation 
for the attack, the joint forces launched air and land-based missile and 
long-range artillery sirikes on Shadeh region in Ghurian Governorate. 

32 civilians were martyred in the raids. Meanwhile, abdulsatar, an Afghan 
militia commander stationed in Poshtku area in Gozare Governorate, joined 
the Moslem revolutionaries together with those under his command. They 
brought with them considerable amount of munitions. [Text] [Tehran 
TEHRAN TIMES in English 9 Aug 86 p 1] /9317 


PROTOCOL SIGNED WITH USSR--Kabul, 9 Aug (BAKHTAR)-~-A protocol of technical 
cooperation of the Soviet Union to the DRA in the field of agriculture was 
signed here today. According to this agreement agronomy, improved sowing 
seeds of grains and cotton laboratories of the DRA will be modernized. Under 
this protocol the reconstruction of a laboratory on artificial insemination, 
provision of equipments, materials and the deputation of the specialists have 
also been anticipated. The Soviet Union extends its assistance for the 
establishment of laboratories in Kabul and Balkh Provinces till 1990. 
Creation of three laboratories in agronomy in three provinces, laboratories of 
improved seeds in two provinces, laboratories for improved cotton seeds in 
three provinces and four artificial insemination centres will be set up in 
four provinces under this protocol. The level of agricultural and livestock 
production will go up remarkably by using the facilities provided under this 
protocol. The protocol is based on the Afghan-Soviet agreement of 1982. 
[Text] [Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0418 GMT 10 Aug 86 LD] /9599 


SUCCESSES AGAINST 'BANDITS' REPORTED--Kabul, 19 Aug (BAKHTAR)--Six bandits 
were eliminated and several others were injured in the suburb of Ghowr 
Province. Likewise, in another successful operation a number of counter- 
revolutionary elements were eliminated in Surkhab District of Logar Province. 
A large quantity of arms and ammunitions was confiscated from the enemies. 
Included among the confiscated arms and ammunitions were two apparatuses of 
ground-to-ground rocket launchers, 205 rpt 205 anti-tank mines, and three 
arsenals of ammunitions. [Text] [Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0444 GMT 

20 Aug 86] /9599 
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SOVIET UNION TO ASSIST IN NEW POWER PROJECT 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Aug 86 p 9 


{Article by O. P. Sabherwal] 


{Text ] 


Moscow, Aug 1 — ‘The Soviet 
Union will extend assistance to 
elodia in setting up a new 20 mw 
hower project) based on thé 
Inaynetohydrodynamic (MHD) 
process, which is one of the most 
advanced technologies in the 
world and transforms heat direct- 
ly into electrivity, cutting down 
the cost of this) vital input 
significantly. 

A leading Soviet scientist in 
MHD technology, Mr A’ E 
Scheidlin, has accepted an invita- 
tion from India to head the pro- 
posed project. This information 
was given to this correspondent 
by Dr ST Pischikov, deputy direc- 
tor of the Institute of High Tem- 
peratures, during a visit to the 
institute. 


The Soviet Union is already 
cooperating with India in MHD 
technology development. A pilot 
project of 0.5 mw based on the 
MHI) process. constructed at 
Trichirapalli by the BARC and 
BHIEEL jointly with Soviet assis- 
tance, has had a successful trial 
ruv last August in the presence of 
Soviet experts. Recently, there 
has been another successful trial 
of the MHD project in Trichy su- 
pervised by Indian — scientists 
themselves. | 

‘The MHD method of heat-to- 
electricity conversion in which 
the Soviet Union is a world leader 
having set up an experimental 
MHD plant as early as 1964 
makes if possible to increase the 
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efficiency of electric stations ini- 


tially up to 50 per cent and even- 


tually up to 60 per cent. It thereby 
reduces fuel consumption — for 
electricity production by as much 
as 25 to 30 per cent and lowers the 
costs of electricity by as much as 
seven to ten per cent. This is be- 
sides the other side benefits, such 
as reducing drastically the ther- 
mal pollution of the 
environment. 


The Soviet Union has ongoing 
cooperation in developing MHD 
technology with the United 
States too, but this has been re- 
stricted following the Reagan ad- 
ministration’s bellicode positions 
on cooperation between the two 
super powers in technology devel- 
opment. India is the only country 
with which the Soviet Union's 
Institute of High Temperature, 
which isthe leading Soviet 
organisation engaged in MHD 
technology development, is going 
whole hog in technology transfer 
in this sophisticated sphere. 

This speaks a lot about the So- 
viet Union's approach towards 
India in the development of cru- 
cial areas of science and technolo- 
gy kept closely guarded by ad- 
vanced inde: crial powers of the 
West. 

This particular Indo-Soviet 
cooperation in the MHD process 
is a sequel to the latest Indo- 
‘Soviet agreement on science and 


technological cooperation in ad- 
vanced fields 


Since the setting up of the 
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MHI) process tests plant U-02 in 
1964, the institute has conducted 
a great deal of research in MHD 
as well as developed engineering 
facilities related to longer MHD 
projects. 

In 1972. a 25 mw power pro- 
ject based on the MHD method 
U-25 was set up by the institute 
and has since been used to solve 
the problems “emerging on the 
way towards efficient MHD 
power stations”, according to the 
leading scientists of the 
institute. 


According to them, MHD 
technology seems very advanta- 
geous not only because it is less 
fuel consuming and more effi- 
cient as compared to convention- 
al power stations but also because 
its power generating capacities 
can be better structured to pro- 
duce cost efficient switching and 
peak load MHD power plants. 


The Soviet Union is now 
launching the world’s first com- 
mercial MHD power plant of 500 
mw capacity. The project is being 
undertaken jointly by the insti- 
tute and the USSR Ministry of 
Power Industry. After complet- 
ing the feesibility study for locat- 
ing the first MHD power generat- 
ing unit at Ryazan and providing 
input data for its design, the pro- 
ject has entered the construction 
stage. The Ryazan MHD project 


-as-the previous two test facilities 


U-02 and U-25 use natural gas as 
feed stock. — (IPA). 





SOVIET TEAM COOPERATES IN EXPLORATION OF CAUVERY 


Madras THE HINDU in English 7 Aug 86 p 12 


{ Text ] 


1/9274 
cso: 


A team of from the USSA has begun 
team of experts 

seismic surveys on a portion of the Cauvery 
basin as part of the yr pote 
tion programme of the Oil Gas 
Commission for off and gas. The area entrusted 
to the Russians consists of the Ariyalur-Chidam- 
baram-Pondicherry belt, measuring 4,000 line 


km. 


They will dri 37 wells their own rigs, 
according to ONGC sources.The project is ex- 
pected to go upto 1993. 


Meanwhile, the ONGC has completed drit 
ling of a well at Nagore in Thanjavur 
the onshore Cauvery basin. The well, which has 
been drilled up to a depth of 2,300 metres, is 


) 
Drift ee ee oe eee 

in South Arcot The targeted depth ts 5, 

metres and the well 


g 
g 
z 
i 
E 
3 


Thevur in Thanjavur conducted 
sent. Kes & scone to te ohh we deed 


to Karaikal-11 for prospecting for oil/gas there. 
The well at Narimanam-1, which went into 


commercial production in February, 
yielding about 20,000 litres a day of very light. 
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“sweet” crude (devoid aA sulphur content and 


hence easity tending to p bod fractions 
like petro! and kerosene). The drilling at Nari- 
manam-2 will begin in October. The ONGC has 
not given up expioration around Kovitkalappat 
), where out of the three wells drilled, 


two turned out td be barren. But the first well © 


Oe ee ak” nae) ae 
quality — on “a humble scale” between 1, 
and 1,400 metres. 

In the Krishna-Godavari basin, the ONGC is 
at present operating five rigs at Kaikataur-3. 


Razole, V 1. Pasarlapudi and Palakole. 
The well at Kaikalaur-3, 60 km east of 


ial of the 
area has done 
fresh mapping of the basin on the basis of 


Ido deletes 


drilled there so far, only one was bearing. 
Fresh mapping of the area is being done. ” 
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PANEL SET UP TO SCRUTINIZE FOREIGN DEALS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 5 Aug 86 p 1 


[Article by G., K, Reddy] 


{Text } 


19274 
CSO: 


NEW DELHt, Aug. 4. 
A high-level committee .of + ary ig 


laboration agreements with various countries 
before the soengeard | Cabinet clearance fs 
given for finalising such transactions. 

The Prime Minister's Secretariat will exercise 

eater control hereafter over both civil and de- 
ence purchases abroad to ensure that India's 
economic leverage is fully utilised for advan- 
cing its interests. 

It is not India's intention to engage in ean 
economic boycott of any country with which it 
has a long-standing relationship that has been 
mutually beneficial in the past. the Govern- 
ment wants to exercise greater discretion in fu- 
ture In entering Into contracts for civil projects 
or defence acquisitions to maintain a better cor- 


relation its foreign policy pursults and 
economic relations. 


The present yy Prime Minister, Mr. 
Mahathir Mohamed, py be not gone 
to the extent of threat a tt of British 


goods to demonstrate his an e with: 
some of the policies of the Brith Goverrart. 


ay cf vias te cote “baying DMA a by Con. 
gy . " by con- 
doctrine of “most favoured nation” 


verting 
into a least favoured one without formally snap- 
ping his country’s economic links with Britain 
or political reasons.’ 

As a country that spends over Rs. 10,000 
essential Imports of industrial 


as fertilizers. chemicals, petroleum products, 
vital raw materiels, edible oll and even at 
times, India also feels that It can ‘se its buyer 
power more imaginatively to safeguerd its polit 
cal interests. The exercise of this leverage may 
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desis with 
British firms can have a salutary effect. But in 
actual! practice It might be to the de- 


markets for their primary products. 


! 
i 
: 
: 


i 
g 
S 
: 


rangements mede to meet the country’s essen- 
tial requirements. 





ANALYST DISCUSSES INTENTIONS OF NONALIGNED NATIONS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 7 Aug 86 p 9 


{Article by G. K. Reddy] 


| Text | 
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NEW DELHI, Aug. 6. 

The Heads of Government of the six Com- 
monwealth countries spearheading the cam- 
paign for comprehensive sanctions against 
South Africa — Australia, Canada, the Baha- 
mas, India, Zambia and Zimbabwe — are ex- 
pected to meet in Delhi towards the end of this 
year to review the impact of these measures 
and discuss what further steps could be taken 
by the international community to compel the 
Pretoria regime to give up apartheid, release 
political prisoners, revoke repressive laws and 
negotiate with the African leaders for a settle- 
ment. 


These leaders are waiting to see what de- 
cisions. the U.S., the European Economic Com- 
munity and Japan take in the course of the next 
few weeks, before the U.N. General Assembly 
discusses the South African situation. 


The non-aligned summit conference in 
Harare early next month will renew Its call for a 
worldwide campaign against South Africa, in 
the face of the counter-sanctions that the Pre- 
toria regime is imposing on Zambia and Zimba- 
bwe to intimidate them. The non-aligned move- 
ment has also to contend with the danger of 
some military action by South Africa against 
these frontline States, on the eve of the Harare 
summit, to demonstrate its defiance of Third 
World opinion. 

The earlier idea of calling an emergency 
summit meeting of all the 49 Commonwealth 
countries next month in Delhi, in the event of Bri- 
tain refusing to abide by the decisions of the 
mini-summit in London, was given up because 
it was felt that it would be more desirable to 
wait until the EEC, the U.S. and Japan have 
made up their minds on how far they should go 
in responding to appeals for comprehensive san- 
ctions. It became quite evident at the mini-sum- 
mit in London that, “ys od they are fully sup- 
porting the move for fuller sanctions, the old 


Commonwealth countries such as Australia,” 
Canada and New Zealand would not go:the - 


whole nop in.exerting pressure on Britain to the 
point of breaking the Commonwealth or par- 
ting company with it. 

ot the only forum: These three countries 
have been taking the view that. though it is grea- 
tly concerned about the happenings in h 
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Africa, the Commonwealth is not the only 
forum for carrying on a crusade against apar- 
theid, since other international organisations 
such as the U.N. and NAM are no less concern- 
cd about it. The Rhodesian parallel, they have 
been pointing out, does not apply wholly to 
South Africa, since Britain has no exclusive 
legal responsibility apart from an overriding 
moral obligation to persuade or pressure the 
Pretoria regime to give up apartheid and come 
to terms with its African population. 

The whole effort in London was, therefore, di- 
rected at nudging Britain to take a courageous 
and principled stand and lead the Com- 
monwealth campaign against apartheid by fal 
ling in line with the consensus in favour of to- 
ugher sanctions. The leaders of the six coun- 
tries also took care to keep up some sort of dis- 
tinction between the arrogance and obduracy 
of the British Prime Minister, Mrs. Margaret Tha- 
tcher, and the positive and sympathetic res- 
ponses of important sections of British opinion 
which are no less appalled by her obstinacy 
and caprice. 

The Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, will 
visit Australia and New Zealand, besides In- 
donesia and Thailand, in October when he will 
have an opportunity for a further exchange of 
views in Canberra and Wellington on what the 
Commonwealth countries should do next. It will 
have become increasingly clear by then how 
far the U.S. and EEC would go in exerting 
economic pressure on South Africa, despite 
Mrs. Thatcher's reluctance to do anything more 
than apply symbolic restrictions as a token of 
disapproval of its racisin. 

Neil Kinnock’s role: The leader of the British 
Labour Party, Mr. Neil Kinnock, who is no less 
vehement in his criticism of Mrs. Thatcher's poli- 
tics, is reported to have played an important 
role behind the scenes in persuading the Zamb- 
ian President, Dr. Kenneth Kaunda. not to quit 
the Commonwealth in protest. It is against this 
general background that India also had chosen 


not to say or do anything at the mini-summit 


that might damage this institution. 

The ‘main outcome of this mini-surnmit, as 
India sees it, is not just the decision of the six to 
ignore the British reservations and go ahcad 
with the proposed sanctions, but the loss of the 
Commonwealth leadership by Britain. And no 
matter what happens in South Africa, the Com- 
monwealth will not be the same again. 
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LONDON NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS RAJIV GANDHI 
PM141830 London DAILY TELEGRAPH in English 14 Aug 86 p 17 


{Interview with Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi by Trevor Fishlock: 
"Gandhi; Dynasty and Destiny"] 


[Text] New Delhi; Yes, Mr Gandhi said yesterday, enjoying the metaphor, 
leading India is often a lot worse than flying through turbulence. "There 
is sometimes tremendous slack in the controls, the inertial forces are in- 
credible--and the passengers are very impatient." 


He smiled, He said that asia man committed to making improvements he some- 
times feels impatient himself—with politicians, administrators, vested in- 
terests and the huge bureaucragy: "One of our biggest strengths and biggest 
hurdles in getting things done," 


He feels that his own impatience is more than matched by his countrymen's. 
"What is happening in India is what you in England were able to do over more 
than 300 years, which gave time for society to change. We are trying to push 
it all into a few decades and it causes problems." 


One of the difficulties, he said is that India's economic progress has raised 
expectations, "Problems start where a lot has happened. Go to those parts 
of India where little has happened and there's.no trouble at all." 


Mr Gandhi, cool in a long white cotton shirt and trousers, sat in his room in 
Parliament in Delhi and considered the balance sheet of the 39 years of the 
independence India celebrates tomorrow. The House of Nehru has led India 

for all but four of those years. 


"The greatest achievement is to have maintained a democratic and united 
country. Not many newly~independent countries have done well on that score, 
This is the core of it," he said. "We have made great headway, but there is 
also a negative side and we haven't tackled some problems as we should have." 


Grandfather Nehru, he said, is an inspiration. My mother in a different way. 
She was thrown against much heavier odds during her period as prime minister." 


Almost everything in modern India, he said, is based on foundations his grand- 
father laid. In some ways, he thought, the prime minister's task is more 
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difficult now than it was in his grandfather's time, for Nehru and India, in 
those early years, were fuelled by the euphoria that came with independence. 
There has been a struggle, and the satisfaction of winning it. 


How to fill that gap--"That's the most difficult thing. One of our weak- 
nesses now is that we have not really been able to give an ideology to our 
people, There has to be something they work for. 


"Today our society is somewhere between our traditional values, our heri- 
tage, and what people see of Western culture, mostly the superficial part, 
the wrong part, not the deeper values, but something that is easy to sell." 


The middle classes, he said, are becoming very cynical, superficial and 
materialistic. "It is causing tremendous tensions in our society and we 
have to pull people back to some sort of values." 


When his grandfather became prime minister India's population was half what 
it is now. Mr Gandhi said that populaicion control is close to the top of his 
agenda and a new campaign is shortly being launched. (India is growing at 
the rate of 15 billion strong at the end of the century.) 


"We must get the population growth down,” he said. "The choice is disaster 
or survival," 


One of the first things he did in his premiership was to rebuke the Congress 
Party for allowing corruption to corrode it. In a controversial speech he 
gave vent to his feelings about the dirty side of politics in India. 


"I know there's a feeling that I have been too tough about this," he said to 
me, "But I don't think I have been too tough. Cleaning up the party is some- 
thing he evidently feels strongly about. He said his speech, "a necessary 
shock," simply set the agenda. 


"Congress is the only party that really counts today. That is very unfor- 
tunate, Convenient, but unfortunate. There is no incentive for the opposi- 
tion parties to be constructive. What we need is a good two-party or three- 
party system, not an 1l8-party system, Congress has to play the roles of 
being both a machine for democracy and for social change." 


On the question of apartheid and sanctions he said there was a moral aspect 
which made him disappointed in Britain. 


"It's more disappointing because it is Britain, and we are India, and there 
is a relationship. There is a certain level of decency we expect from the 
British, Perhaps we don't from other countries--so when it happens else- 
where you are not too disappointed. From Britain you expect better." 


India's worst problem, Mr Gandhi said, is the turmoil and terrorism in Punjab 
where Sikh extremists are trying to force the establishment of a Sikh home- 
land, There will be no change in his policy of trying to get Sikh politicians 
in Punjab to sort it out, he said, and he feels that the authorities are "on 
an upswing" in their war against terrorism. 





He has been prime minister for 20 months. He talks about India in a relaxed 
and candid manner and does not appear at all burdened by the responsibility 
of leading this huge, complex and subtle country with its tangible of faiths, 
languages, castes and differing stages of development. 


He describes himself as an optimist. "I've never felt that things are really 
black, I can get upset at things that happen, but I don't get depressed. I'm 
elastic up to a point and I think that India's strength is its resilience." 


He admits there was a honeymoon period when he arrived in office and that 
there is criticism now. But he says it is better that the euphoria has gone 
and has been replaced by realisn. 


"I don't mind any amount of personal criticism. But sometimes what the critics 
Say samages the country." 


He observed that in any country a leader can be isolated, hearing things from 
associates that they believe the leader wants to hear. "I've taken steps to 
guard against that, though it is difficult to guarantee. It swings a bit. 
You get a little complacent, then it swings the other way." 


One of the differences between his way of life and his grandfather's is 
security. Delhi used to be such an easygoing city. Now the prime minister 
has to be closely guarded. He accepts it as part of his job. But his face 
clouded when he talked of his two teenage children. "They are the ones 
with a raw deal, They still can't go to school and they have tutors at home. 
It's just not fair on then." 


India enters its 40th independent year, its prime minister just a few years 
older. "I feel that fate or chance, or whatever, has given me an opportunity 
to do something and it shouldn't be allowed to slip. It's a tremendous chal- 
lenge." 


He smiled again, "But it's never easy." 
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ARUN NEHRU RETURNS TO DUTY AFTER ILLNESS 


'Minor' Portfolios Returned 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 4 Aug 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


New Delhi, Aug. 3: The Union 
minister of state for home 
affairs, Mr Arun Nehru, has 
been given back 12 minor port- 
folios by the home minister, Mr 
Buta ‘Singh. Mr Nehru, whose 
political fate and equation with 
the Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi, is a subject of intense 
speculation, is, however, yet to 
get back another 39 portfolios 
which he was divested of after 
mS discharge from hospital in 
ul 


Mr Nehru, who had with him 
only seven portfolios, will now 
be in charge of 19 out of the 52 
teh ona he had been initially 

olding. The portfolios restored 
to him yesterday include mat- 
ters relating to the Central Fore- 
ign Contribution Act and the 
Arms and Firearms and Explo- 
sive Substances Act, the Central 
Industrial Security Force, civil 
defence and homeguards, inter- 
state police wireless, Central Re- 
serve Police Force, deportation 
of nationals of foreign states 
from India; repatriation of 
Pakistanis or released Pakistani 
prisoners, grant of permission to 
government servants having 
families in Pakistan to visit that 
country, removal from one state 
to another of prisoners, accused 
persons and persons subject to 
preventive detention, and police 
medals. ? 

The six portfolios he had been 
left with throughout are: Assam 
Rifles, BSF (except deploy- 
ment), matters relating to the 
National Police Academy, Cen- 
tral Detective Training School, 
Bureau of Police Research and 
Development, National Civil De- 
fence College, and the National 


Fire Service College. 

Besides, matters relating to 
the Indian Police Service, grant 
of visas and endorsements for 
entry into India and the control 
of foreigners in India, including 
grant of permission to travel to 
protect areas in Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Assam 
and Nagaland, the North East 


- Frontier Agency and Manipur 


and grant of visas for India to 
Pakistan nationals were also 
under his charge. 

The Cabinet minister, Mr Buta 
Singh, will continue to have the 
Intelligence Bureau, preventive 
detention and enforcement of 
the Terrorist and Disruptive 
Activities (prevention). Act 
directly under him. Mr Nehru 
was earlier looking after these 
portfolios independently. 

The minister of state for per- 
sonnel and administrative re- 
forms, Mr P. Chidambaram, con- 
tinues to be in charge of Mr 
Nehru’s previous important 
portfolios like internal security, 
general law and order and en- 
forcement of the Terrorist 
Affected Areas (Special Courts) 
Act, the Official Secrets Act and 
the Essential Services Mainte- 
nance Act (Esma). 

Most of the portfolios restored 
to Mr Nehru being held by 
Mr Chidambaram. Officially, Mr 
Nehru was divested of the 
major portfolios temporarily— 
till he became well enough to 
resume his normal duties follow- 
ing the heart attack he had suf.- 
fered on May 27. Mr Nehru re- 
sumed work on July 5, but the 
changes—divesting him of 
almost all his major eg 
were announced 20 days later, 
after he had cgmpleted-<* -; three 
weeks’ rest, 
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Bill of Health 
Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 6 Aug 86 p 6 


[Text ] Bombay, Aug. 5: The Union 


minister of state for home, Mr: 
Arun Nehru, was examined by 
noted cardiologist Dr Ashwin 
Mehta and chief physician Dr 
R.D. Lele at the Jaslok Hospital 
‘today. : ' ' ji. 


Dr Lele said, “He is complete- 
ly fit and back to normal. He can 
now get back.to his normal busy 
schedule.” Mr Nehru. left for 
‘Delhi after the check up.: 
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GROUP SALD TO SEEK ALTERNATIVE TO CONGRESS-1 


Gundu Rao in Bangalore 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 7 Aug 86 p 9 


[Text } 


BANGALORE, August 6. 


Hf: former chief minister, Mr. 
R. Gundu Rao, today alleged 
that a caucus around Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi had conspired to replace 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi as Prime Min- 
ister even before her assassination. 

Spcakine at a convention of the 
Karnataka Real Indira Congress Com- 
mittec, he said, “This cotcrie had 
planned to replace Mrs. Gandhi with 
her son, ever since the latter was 
elected to Parliament.” 

He said the caucus, which continued 
to be active, wanted to reverse the 
policies and programmes in favour of 
the rich. “This caucus had the support 
of people from outside the country 
too.” he added. 

He said that he did point out the 
activities of this caucus to Mrs. 


(iandhi. “1 told her that this was not 
good for the country. Neither was it 
good for the party. But perhaps. being 
a mother. she did not distrust her son," 
he added. 


INDIA 


with the programmes of Mrs. Gandhi 
and save the nation.” 

Earlier, Mr. N. Krishnachari, con- 
vener of the Real Indira Congress 
Committee, said that the party was 


-This caucus, he said, consists of formed in late June because Mrs. 


persons who had at one time or other 
betrayed Mrs. Gandhi. In fact, it was 
this group that removed the suffix ‘I’ 
from the name of the party at the 
Bombay AICC session. 

* “If they have retained the symbol, it 
is only to get votes. Who talks or does 
anything about implementing the 20- 
point programme under the leadership 
of Mr. Gandhi? Everything is being 
replaced with imported computer tech- 
nology. There is nothing for the poor,” 
he said. 

The coterie, he said, even went to the 
extent of preventing loyal party men 
frum speaking about the contribution 
of Mrs. Gandhi at the Bombay session, 
“In fact, they had gone to the extent of 
negating everything that Mrs. Gandhi 
had done for the country and the 
people, in favour of the one-and-a-half 
year rule of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi.” 

Referring to the statement of Mr. 
Oscar Fernandes, KPCC president, 
that he had no business to talk about 
Mrs. Gandhi, Mr. Gundu Rao said, “It 
was I who uttered Mrs. Gandhi's name 
to him and subsequently suggested his 
name for the Udupi seat to Mrs. 
Gandhi. He has no business to ques- 
tion me on this. The people will decide 
which is the real Indira Gandhi Con- 
gress.” 

The former chief minister said he 
was happy that he was out of the “rut” 
managed by the “Rajiv Gandhi 
caucus.” “Our policy, which will be 
decided at the August 22 convention at 
Lalbagh, will be to restore the policies 
and programmes of Mrs. Gandhi in the 
country. Let Karnataka lead the way in 
replacing the Rajiv Gandhi caucus 
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' Gandhi's loyalists were suffocating 
under the leadership of Mr. Gandhi. 
“The convent culture has replaced not ' 
only loyal party workers but also the 
public sector with the private scctor, 
he said. 





Rao Statements Questioned 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 7 Aug 86 p 17 


{Text } 
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CALCUTTA, August 6. 


R. Gundu. Rao’s_ an- 
YAnouncement that Mr. Pranab 
Mukherjee and Dr. Sisir . Bose 
would be among thase who would 
attend the convention organised 
by him at my 1g on August 22 
for launching his new party, has 
created somé confusion here: ' 
While Mr. Mukherjee is out. of. 
statiori, his supporters said they had no 
information of his visit to Bangalore 
and Dr. Sisir Bose also maintained that 
he had a different programme for that 
day. 
Questioned by “The Times of India” 
News Service, Dr. Bose also said he 
had no knowledge of a new party being 


formed by Mr, Gundu Rao. “Let Mr.. 


Pranab Mukherjée return to Calcutta 
on August 10 and ‘then we will se¢k:a 
clarification from Mr. Gundu Rao”, he 
added. 

Dr. Bose willbe in, Bangalore. on 
August 8 and 9 to meet ‘the Karnataka 
chief «minister, .Mr. _ Ramakrishna 
Hegde. in his bid to. rally all like- 
minded politicians for the setting up of « 
a nationa! alternative to the Congress. 
Referring to the fact that Mr. Hegde is 
a member of the Janata Party, he said, 

“the present-day . labels should not 
stand in. the way of building up.a new 
force for the future, something .we all 
fecl has become essential”. a 

VIABLE ALTERNATIVE 

During his stay in Bangalore, he may 
also meet Mr. Gundu Rao. Asked how 
he hoped to bring together Mr. Hegde 
and Mr. Rao, Dr. Bose replied, “right 
now that does seem to be a bit of a 
problem but it should fot be difficult 
if both of them agfee on the goal that 
we have set for ourselves. 

In this connection he admitted that 
the task of putting up a national 
alternative to the Congress was not 
easy, “as it involves a lot of persuasion. 
However. a picture of ~ me sorts 
should emerge around, October”. 

So far as West Bengal is concermed, 
Dr. Bose stressed that: the response 
from Congtessmen and hitherto noh- 
committed sections#is very good. We 


have been addressing workers’ meet- 
ings and rallies in different districts and _ 
people are turning out, in- large 
numbers, often braving the monsoon 
rain and storm”. ‘Dr. Bose’s claim is 
also substantiated by Congressmen 
who wish to remain unidentified while 
admitting that Mr. Pranab Mukherjee 
and his associates are attracting fairly 
large crowds in. the districts. Already 
four MLAs have joined Mr. Mukherjee 
and a few others are likely to do $0 in 
the near future. 


GAINING STRENGTH 


The four MLAs who havé sided with 
Mr. Mukherjee have been suspended 
from the party ahd now the Corigress 
chief whip has announced his decision 
to take advantage of the Anti-Defec- 
tion Act and get their memberships of 
the legilature terminated. ‘During the 
forth coming shart session of the legis- 
lature, the Congress will issue -whips 
every. day asking members to vote for 
it and since the four will certainly nct 
do so, they.will cease to be members of 
the house. = 

Asked about this, Dr. Bose retorted, 

“the! trouble with these Congress 
leaders is that they like to see every- 
body in their own image. What does it 
matter if we lose our memberships of 
the state legislature? Also with the 
assembly elections due in February, 
very soon. the house itself will be 
dissolved and there will be no MLAs 
around”, 

Right now the Pranab. Mukherjee 
group is busy organising a.convention 
of youths and students in Calcutta on 
August 13 at whith the ousted and 
suspended Congressmen hope to dis- 
play their strength in the state. | 

In Silchar former Union finance 
minister yesterday described as 

“amateurish” Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's ap- 
proach to various problems confront- 
ing the nation. 

Mt. Mukherjee said the “accords” 
were a: Compromise with fissiparous. 
elements. 

“The fall-out of the Punjab accord is 
most evident as wanton. killing of 
innocent people has become a regular 
phenomenon,” he said. 
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AGITATION AGAINST ORISSA ROCKET SITE ‘POLITICAL’ 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 7 Aug 86 p 9 


[Text ] 


113104 


NEW DELHI, Aug. 6.—Mr Arun 
Singh, Minicter of State for De 
fence, told the Lok Sabha today 
that the proposed focation of the 
rocket test range in Balasore dis- 
trict, Orissa, had been decided 
upon after 3v sites were examined. 


Answering supplementaries to a 
that he said 


on swbject, 
much of the agitation against it 
had no rationale Behind it and 
was politically motivated. 

Mr Arun Singh told Mr Madhu 
Dandavate (J) that the a'terngive 
suzgestion for loca‘ion of the test 
ranee in the Andamans was not 
acceptable for the simple reason 
that the Adnamans wag under 
cloud cover for 294 days out of 
3:3 In a year, while a facility Ike 
the proposed one required at least 
209 clear days, fer epiieal track- 
ing purposes. 

An even greater prob!em In res- 
pect of the Andamans was that 
everything for construction of the 
range would have to be transpor 
ted there, afier proper airport 
and other facitities had been es 
tablished to enable such transpor 
tation. In other words, construc 
tion of the range there wag an im- 


that a eeriain Opposition perse- 
nality in Orissa had gone on re 
cord to say that a national test 
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range was not necessary. Amid 
cheers, Mr Arun Singh said that 
was a dangerous !ine. “A national) 
missile test range ts an impera. 
tive necessily to indigenize the 
country’s defence capability to the 
maximum oxtent possible, and 
from that point of view an ines 


pable 4 

™ his written answer to The 
main question, Mr Arun Singh 
said ft had been decided to set up 
a filght test range as a nationa) 
facility for testing roekets and 
simlair systems and for 
satellites by the Department of 
Space, in the coastal region of 
Balasore district. “Go-aheag sane 
tion for the preject has been ac 
corded. The detaileq planning u 
in progress”. 

He sald that about 68 sq. km. ot! 
land, south of the Subarnarekha 
river, in the Baliapal region, was 
proposed to be acquired for the 
range head and about a 34 sq 


km. urea, north east of the river, 
in Bhog 


Zrai region wag requir. 
ed as_ safety zone. In addition, 
other pockets of land and some 
area along the coast, natura!ly 
claimed fromthe sea, were to be 
acquired or taken over from the 
State Government. About 6,500 
families, spreaq over 54 villages, 
would be and suitably 
rehabilitated, Cultivation in the 
safety zone and fishing in the sea 
would be allowed subject to regu 
Jatory measures. 
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PLANS FOR INDIA-PAKISTAN RAIL LINK PROGRESS 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 1 Aug 86 p l 


{Text } 
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New Dethi, Juty 31: One more 


land border checkpost is like- 
ly to be set up between India 


and Pakistan in the next’ 


three months at the crossing. 
between Munbao in Rajas- 
than and Khokhaopar in 
Pakistan, it is learnt. This will 
help visitors of either side to. 
visit the Sind, ramen and 
Rajasthan areas: — “ 

According | to reports 
reaching diplomatic: 
channels here, an Indian rail- 
way delegation has reached 


an understanding with au- 


_thorities.in Islamabad on this... 


This will be the second land 
border checkpost betwesa 


uld also mean n opening of a 
uend railway link between 
the two countries. Initially, it 
may be only for passenger 
traffic. 

The sources said this was 





six 
The six-member Indian de- 


a eC 


visit on July 28. It 
phen led by Mr Lajwani, ex- 
ecutive director of the Rail- 
way Boerd. 
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INDIA, DHAKA TO CHECK INFLUX INTO ASSAM 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 2 Aug 86 p 6 


[Text | 
19274 
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New Delhi, Aug. 1 (UNI): India 
and Bangladesh have agreed to 
evolve a system to check infiltra- 
tion to Assam from across the 
border, the external affairs 
minister, Mr P. Shiv Shankar, 
said yesterday. 

Speaking to newsmen on re- 
turn from Dhaka after a two-day 
visit, he said the officials of the 
two countries would be asked to 
work out modalities in this re- 
gard. He said Bangladesh had 
offered all help to stup such 
migration. 

The minister said his Bang- 
ladesh counterpart, Mr 
Humayun Rashid, had informed 
him during discussions that 
Bangladesh will start taking 
back Chakma tribals who had 
entered Tripura from the Chitta- 
gong Hill Tracts within two to 
three days. 

During his visit earlier this 
month, the Bangladesh Presi- 
dent, Lt. Gen. H.M. Ershad, had 
assured the Prime Minister, Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi, that al! 18,000 
Chakmas believed to be in Tri- 
pura would be taken back. 

Mr Shiv Shankar, who had 
gone to Dhaka to formally hand 
over the Indian-sponsored hous- 
ing project to the cyclone vic- 
tims in Urir Char, also called on 
Lt. Gen. Ershad. 

The minister said he had sug- 
gested to Bangladesh leaders 
that India could meet their re- 
quirements of certain machinery 
imported from Japan and export 
wheat now being bought by that 
country from the international 
market. He also requested that 
Indian firms bidding for con- 
tracts to supply certain goods 
should not be discriminated 
against. 
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TRIBAL INFLUX INTO TRIPURA WORST SINCE 1964 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 2 Aug 86 p 11 
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AGARTALA, Aug. 1.—The influx 
of tribal refugees from the Chitta- 
gong I!ill Tracts of Bangladesh 
is feared to have serious reper 
cusstons on Tripura’s border po- 
pulation of two dominant ethnic 
groups, 


The present influx {is considered 
the worst since June, 1964, when 
over 52,000 tribals belonging to 
the Chakma ang other communl- 
ties migrated to Tripura and Ml- 
boram from erstwhile East Pakis- 
tan following inundation of their 
large ancestra} lands for creation 
of the reservoir of the Karnaphu'l 
hyde] project. As the authorities 
then In Mizoram were against tak- 
ing responsibility of the tribal mi- 
grants they were sent to the Tirap 
and Subansii regions of the for- 
mer North liast Frontier Agency, 
now Arunachal) Pradesh, and about 
12,000 weresl.iftedto Purnea dis- 
trict of Bihar f1em Tripura for reha- 
bilitation. Triba! influx, which has 
become almost an annual feature 
both in Tripura and Mizoram due 
*y Army — and encroach- 
ment of tribal land by non-triba's, 
has increased in the past several 


4600/1062 


years. 
Bangladesh truops have by now 
moved into the hills ang wooded 
villages covering the eastern part 
of the Sangu river valey beyond 
Olama region in the Chittagong 
Hills bordering Burma 
withdrawal of the Mizo National 
Front activists after the signing 
of the Mizoram peace, accord. The 
“Mog” ote grin Bangladesh’s old- 
est Buddhist tribe and the largest 
inthe area, have now started cross: 
ing over to South Tripura subdl- 
visions covering long distance on 
foot. The influx began after they 
were forced by the Bangladesh 
Army to shift to the community 
fatm houses, set up by the autho- 
ritfes, which, according to the tri- 
bals, are nothing better than con 
centration camps . 


Nearly 27,000 tribals have so far 
crossed over to Tripura areas 
while many more are stli') coming. 
About 24000 men women and 
children have so far been given 
shelter in Government camps 
where at least a hundred of them, 
mostly children, died from _ vari- 
Ous diseases since May. 


Many tribal families are living 
In the open braving the monsoon 
at the Silachhari, Karbuk and 
hearby areas of South Tripura. 
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About 10,000 of them were earlier 
pushed back by the Indian border 
guards. 


Despite President Ershad’s as- 
surance regarding taking back of 
the refugees the State authoritics 
are not sure when the process of 
repatriation would start. Hundreds 
of tribals are still crossing over 
with reports of fresh killing and 


arson On the other side of the 
Amnesty Internatiofal, . in {ts 


June report re'eased in Lendon, 
expressed “grave concern” over 
the gross violation of human rights 
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts and 
urged the Bangladesh Government 
to implement AIl’s eight-point re- 
commendations without delay. The 
Al wantedthe authorities in Bang- 
ladesh to demonstrate their total 
\Opposition to torture on the tribals 
in the CHT. The AI demanded that 
prisoners should be held only in 
publicly organized pleces and in- 
formation on their whereabouts 
must be promptly communicated 
to their families. It also demand. 
ed that the Bang'adesh Govern. 
ment should set up an independ. 
ent body to investigate impartial- 
iy the complaints of torture and 
deaths in custody and publish the 
findings in all the cases. 
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CHANDRA SHEKHAR OPENS JANATA TRAINING CAMP 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Aug 86 p 9 
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BJP LEADER MAKES PROPOSAL ON STATUS OF CHANDIGARH 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 4 Aug 86 p l 


[Text] Chandigarh, 3 Aug--Mr Krishan Lal Sharma, general Secretary of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, today said that the demand for keeping the Union Ter- 
ritory of Chandigarh as an independent unit could not be ruled out. 


He said that if the Centre could reach an agreement with Mr Laldenga to make 
Mizoram, with a population of less than 5,00,000 a separate State there was no 
reason why a similar arrangement could not be made in the case of Chandigarh. 


Mr Sharma, addressing a Press conference here today, said the people's 
patience with regard to Punjab, was getting exhausted. He said that if the 
Prime Minister felt that the Barnala Government was coming in the way of 
solving the problem, it should be dismissed. 


He said that in his party's view the Barnala Government was coming in the way 
of a solution, He-criticized Mr:S,.S, Barnala for not agreeing to the Central 
move for a security belt along the India-Pakistan border. He said that during 
a meeting of BJP leaders with Mr Barnala about a month ago, the latter had said 
that the deployment of Army in the border districts could not be ruled out and 
that he would speak to the Prime Minister about it. 


The BJP leader said the recent statesments of the Prime Minister and the Union 
Home Minister would not amount to anything unless drastic steps were taken to 
put an end to the terrorist killings. He said the shooting incident at Muktsar 
was a slur on the Barnala Government, 


It seemed as if Mr Rajiv Gandhi was still not prepared to accept the Punjab 
challenge in all its seriousness, he said. Delayed action by the Centre had 
created confusion, 


Mr Sharma said his party would expose the “dubious role" of the Congress (I) 
in Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir, Gujarat and Bihar. 


1/9274 
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OU'TCONE OF CPI CENTRAL EXECUTIVE MEETING REPORTED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 6 Aug 86 p 6 


[Text ] 


The CPT has expressed grave concern 
over the fast deteriorating communal 
situation in the country, specially in 
Punjab and Northern States. It urged 
rime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to con- 
vene immediately the meeting of the 
National Integration Council of India 
to discuss the steps to combat the 
menace. ; 

Ina three-day meeting of its central 
executive committee held in New Delhi 
from 31 July to 2 August the CPI felt 
that never before since independence 
the threat to India’s unity and integrity 
and its secular fabric was so grave as it 
was today. 

CPI general secretary C Rajeshwar 
Rav told newsmen on Tuesday that the 
imperialist powers had hatched a 
yrand conspiracy to exploit the com- 
munal problem in the country. 

In a resolution on Punjab the party 
asked State Chief Minister Surjit 
Singh Barnala to take drastic measures 
to put down the murderous activities of 
the terrorist and secessionist elements. 
The Central Government should pro- 
vide all the help to the Punjab Govern- 
ment in this task, it urged. 

Mr Rao came down heavily on the 
Akali dissidents and condemned the 
Activities of the Badal-Tohra- 
Amrinder Singh group. He alleged they 


19274 
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were in collusion with the extremists. 

Mr Rao said that only a political so- 
lution could salvage the Punjab crisis 
and urged the Centre to take early 
steps to resolve the territorial disputes 
between Punjab and Haryana. The im- 
plementation of the Punjab Accord in 
its letter and spirit would go a long way 
in solving the problem. 

In reply to a question Mr Rao said 
that no soft corner should be shown to 
the elements who were raising the voic- 
es of separatism. Instead, the terrorists 
and the secessionists should be dealt 
with heavy hands, he added. 

The three-day meeting reviewed 
the ayitation the party launched 
throughout the country from 16 June 
onwards on the issues drought, house- 
sites, distribution of land to the 
landless and renumerative prices for 
the agricultural producers. ‘The party 
claimed that about 4 lakh people par- 
ticipated in the struggle and about one 
lakh courted arrest. 


Mr Rao accused that the Govern- 
ment was ignoring the basic problem of 
poverty and unemploymént which 
were the root cause of many ailments. 
Uneven distribution of landholding, 
open flouting of various land reform 
laws made the poor still more poor 
while the rich became richer, he said. 
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Mr Rao said that drought had be- 
come a recurrent phenomenon in some 
parts of the country. The farmers suf- 
fered unmitigated miseries in the 
drought-prone areas but the Govern- 
ment did nothing. He said their miser- 
ies could never come to end unless the 
country’s water resources could be 
untilised in a proper and imaginative 


manner. 


The meeting devoted its major time 
discussing the communal situation in 
the country. The party feel that the 
problem had assumed alarming 
proportions. 

Mr Rao criticised the political lead- 
ers, and other dignitaries at the State 
and the Centre level for taking part in 
the religious processions and for asso- 
ciating themselves with the religious 
rituals. Both the Congress and non- 
Congress Chief Ministers and the lead- 
ers were guilty of associating them- 
selves with religious bigotry for 
capturing votes, Mr Rao added. 

He reminded the Opposition and 
ruling party leaders that Gandhi and 
Nehru never visited temples, mosques 
and gurdwaras to please the religious 
zealots. 





EXPELLED CPI-M LEADER ADDRESSES KERALA ASSEMBLY 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 2 Aug 86 p 7 


[ ‘text ] 
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‘Kerala Assembly 


Trivandrum, Aug.1: (PTI): The 
expelled CPI(M) leader, Mr M. 
V. Raghavan, asserted in the 
that it 
was the leadership of his erst- 
while party that had sustained 
Mr K. Karunakaran’s Congres- 
s(1)-led ministry for the last 50 
months. 

But for the tacit support of the 
CPI(M) leadership, the ministry 
would have collapsed long ago, 
he said, speaking in the debate 
on the no-confidence motion 
moved by the CPI(M). 

Though Mr Raghavan, who 
formed the Communist Marxist 
Party (CMP) earlier this week, 


‘supported the motion, he de- 


voted most of his 25-minute- 
speech to hit out at the CPI(M) 
for what he called its pro- 
Congress policies, which ruling 
party members greeted with 
desk-thumping. 

He said any effort to link the 
red flag with that of the Congres- 
s(1) would be resisted as strongly 
as “party comrades thwarted 
Dange’s effort in 1964.” 

Turning to the treasury ben- 
ches, Mr Raghavan said the 
Karunakaran ministry had no- 
thing to boast about, but corrup- 
tion, nepotism and favouritism. 
He said though “class enemies” 
would gloat over splits in the 
communist movement, such 
splits had been taking place and 
there was nothing new in it. 

Mr Kaghavan alleged that Mr 
E.M.S. Namboodiripad, CPI(M) 
peneral secretary, who had now 


become the sole party “spokes- 
man,” had not taken any major 
part in the 1964 split. Quoting 
from a note supposedly written 
by Mr Basavapunniah, he said 
Mr Namboodiripad had not 
taken part in the discussions at 
that time. On the other hand he 
had given a dissenting note sug- 
gesting “unity and conflict” with 
the Congress at the same time. 

The Congres(I), Mr Raghavan 
said, was the “biggest communal 
party” in the country and if 
communalism had to be wiped 
out, this party had to be “des- 
troyed”. 

The communist movement 
world wide had never been an 
anti-religious one and com- 
munalism could not be wiped 
out by mere speeches as the 
CPI(M) leaders seemed to think, 
he said. 

While Opposition members 
charged the government with 
fostering communalisim, mem- 
bers of the ruling parties con- 
tended that the motion was in- 
tended to divert attention from 
internal party differences fol- 
lowing Mr Raghavan’s expulsion 
from the CPI(M). 

Mr P. Seethi Haji (IUML) ex- 
pressed strong resentment 
against the CPI(M) questioning 
his party’s patriotism. While the 
IUML had solidly stood behind 
the government during external 
aggressions, it was the CPI(M) 
which had taken a pro-Chincse 
stance during the 1962 external 
aggression, he said. 
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ROW BREWING OVER KASHMIR GOVERNOR'S PLANNED STEP 


Madras THE HINDU in English 6 Aug 86 p l 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 
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NEW DELHI, Aug. 5. 

The constitutional experts of the Centre are 
d the Se tg ay of Jammu and 

ashmir, . Jagmohan, is competent to ex- 
tend Article 249 of the Indian Constitution to 
the State, in exercise of his executive powers 
while the State Is under his rule, to enable Parlia- 
ment to enact a lew establishing a security belt 
along the State's border with Pakistan. 

But several Opposition leaders, who are other- 
wise prepared to extend their to the 


adopt! 

tion by the Rajya Sabha with the requisite two- 
ty majority. ere loning the propriety of 
Governor extending an important provision 
of the Indian Constitution to Jammu and Kash- 
mir without the concurrence of the State legisie- 

ture. 
As this icular Article, which indirectly 
empowers Parliament to make laws even on 
matters relating to the State list, had been specifi- 
cally excl from the Constitution (Applica- 
tion to Jammu and Kashmir) Order issued by 
the President in 1954 with the concurrence of 
the State Government, it is argued that the 
Governor cannot now include It by exercising 
a — authority while the State Is under 

Is rule. 

Authorisation: But the Home Ministry Is re- 
Ne a” as ee 
u and Kashmir Constitution—under 
which the Governor has been empowered to 
take . the eee ae A ny State—in 
support of Its contention competent 
to extend Article 249 of the Indian Constitution 
to the State through an executive order while 
the Assembly Is In suspended animation. The 
section stipulates quite clearly that the “Gover- 
nor can assume to himself all or any of the func- 
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of the Spee re of the ie. a hol any 
powers vested in or exercisable by any 
authority in the State.” 
Constitution ( 
ir) Order, 1954, listing the various arti- 
Indian Constitution applicable to the 
specifically stated that it can be amen- 
the concurrence of the State Govern- 
satisfied that it is open to 
his rule to give his assent 
extension of any new Article to the State 
seeking the approval of the State legisie- 


gacsgagei £28 
Hist 
¢ 
25 


The resolution to be moved in the Rajya 
So poy way co: 249 Is, therefore, béing dra- 


moved in the House, the necessary Presidential 
order will be issued extending this provision to 
Jammu and Kashmir with the Governor's con- 


Earlier occasions: The Presidential order of 
954, It is pointed out, was issued under Clause 
which has conferred special 
status on Jammu and Kashmir, restricting the 
powers of Parliament to make laws In relation 
to been stated quite explicitly In 
this order that the list of Articles extended to 
the State can be amended, which was done sub- 
sequently on several 7 there —_ - 

no ambiguity about competence of t 
+ the President to include 

— 249 In the list on behalf of the State. 
is 


= 
E 
g 


nor pee important provision of the Con- 
stitution whi 
in the State. 
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ANALYST ON VISIT OF TAMIL FRONT DELEGATION 


Madras THE HINDU in English 1 Aug 86 p 9 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[‘Text } 


jolt Sti Lankon President, Mr. J. R. Jayewar- agent of the Central Government. 

ne, sent throug lan Com- 

missioner, Mr. J. N. Dixit, a copy of the draft legi- Pee, Oe ee tooen ol tn guar 
sletion he proposes to introduce in Parlement the damage by defining the powers of the gover 


to amend the island's unitary Constitution for 
creating provincial councils, appointing local 


cabinets and delegating the necessary powers - 
to them in accordance with the broad structure binets. Se ORT he ba toe oO 
of devolution that has emerged from the latest gested changes ~ to the Sri 
discussions. roy ed acceptable 

The TULF leaders who arrived in Delhi today 

had detailed discussions with the Chairman of Many loses ends: According to officiet sour 
the Policy Advisory Committee, Mr. G. Partha- ces here, a broad measure of agreement has 
sarathi, the Foreign Secretary, Mr. A. P. Venka- emerged on the twin issues of law and order 
teswaran and other officials on the and land settlement, although many loose ends 
scope and implications of this draft legislation. still remain to be tied up leaving no scope for dif- 
They were to have met the External Affairs Mini- fering interpretations of the power of the chief 
ster, Mr. P. Shiv Shankar, later this evening but ' ministers and the overruling authority of the Pre- 
suddenly summoned By the Prime Minister for "a 

some other purpose. This — will take d's tent Wane can oe to yoy 
place tomorrow when the Minister of State, Mr some Tamil majority ereas in the wah te 
P. Chidambaram, will also be present. Northern province still remains to be sorted out 
A copy of the proposed Constitution Amen- to mutual satisfaction. The ebsence of any un- 
dment Bill was given to the TULF leaders be- animity among the Tamil leaders stands in the 
fore left Colombo for Madras and they way of meaningful discussions on this pivotal 
have had time to study its provisions before ar- aspect of the proposed political settlement. The 
riving in Delhi tor these discussions. have draft legislation does not deal with this aspct 
re ae ee See ill to and, if and when an is reached on 
spell out more precisely the extent and pro- this Issue, a second bill will have to be introdu- 
cedures for devolution, the legislative powers ced in the Sri Lankan Parliament 

of the provincial councils, the list of subjects to 

be delegated and the conventions relating to bp oh tebe nn dhl ape odie 
the appointment of the provincial cabinets and the are prepared to go along with the 
the nature of their the Pre- TULF in agreeing to the draft on de- 
sident and Parliament. volution without some on the cen- 
The Sri Lankan Government which was initial- tral issue of merger or linkage to create a Tamil 
ly reluctant to agree to the TULF proposal for linguistic region. As the militants themselves 
having a Governor at the head of each pro- remain sharply divided over the scope of 


vince has finally accepted this suggestion and 
included it in the draft legislation. The TULF lead- 
ers now realise the mistake they made in = 
posing the appointment of a Governor as a Pre- 
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BRIEFS 


SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY PANEL--New Delhi, 6 Aug--The Ministry of Urban Development 
yesterday constituted an eight-member Scientific Advisory Committee. The com- 
mittee, headed by Mr Ramesh Chandra, Secretary, Ministry of Urban Development, 
has, among others, Dr R. K. Bhandari, Director, CEntral Building Research In- 
stitute, Roorkee, Mr K. R. Bolusu, Director (Acting), National Environmental 
Engineering Research Institute, Nagpur, Dr S. P. Sharma, Director, Structural 
Engineering Research Centre, Roorkee, Mr G. S. Rao, Director-General, Central 
Public Works Department, Member (Engineering), Delhi Development Authority, Mr 
E. F. N. Ribeiro, Chief Planner, Town and Country Planning Organization and 

Mr V. Venugopalan, Adviser, Central Public Health and Environmental Engineering 
Organization, Ministry of Urban Development, Mr G. C. Mathur, Director, National 
Buildings Organization, will be the member-secretary and convener. The term of 
the committee will be for two years and members will remain on it as long as 
they hold their respective posts. The committee is to recommend, where possible, 
support for scientific research and technology development to institutions and 
examine any other matter related to science and technology which may be referred 
to it by the Government. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 7 Aug 86 

p 16] /9274 


SILCHAR OIL STRIKE--Silchar, 3 Aug--Oil has been found in three wells in the 
Panchgram area, 24 km from here recently, according to Oil and Natural Com- 
mission sources, reports PTI, The sources said production of crude oil from 
these wells would begin on October 2 this year. Oil exploration in south 
Assam's Cachar and Karimgaj districts, began in July 1977 when the commission 
spudded a well at Chorgola in Karimganj district. While the drilling at Chorgola 
was abandoned due to some geological complications, the drilling at Panchgram 
yielded oil. The sources said, the commission would soon start drilling at 
Kanchanpur and Admatilla areas in Cachar district. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATES- 
MAN in English 4 Aug 86 p 1] /9274 


ENVOY TO UN--New Delhi, 3 Aug (PTI)--Mr C. R. Ghare Khan, additional secretary 
to the Prime Minister, has been named India's new permanent representative to 
the United Nations. He will take over charge from the current permanent repre- 
sentative, Mr N. Krishnan. [Text] [Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 4 Aug 86 
p 5) /9274 


LOK DAL DISSIDENTS--New Delhi, 1 Aug (PTI)--The Lok Dal today took disciplinary 


action against two of its "dissident' leaders, Mr Ram Bilas Paswan, party gen- 
eral secretary, and Mr Ram Jivan Singh, Bihar unit president. On the unanimous 
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recommendations of a six-member committee which went into the circumstances 

of "dissent" by the two leaders, Mr H, N. Bahunguna, Lok Dal acting president, 
removed Mr Paswan as the party general secretary. Mr Bahuguna also “"sus- 
pended" Mr Paswan from the primary membership of the party with immediate 
effect, according to a party press release. Similarly, Mr Ram Jivan Singh has 
been removed from the presidentship of the Bihar unit and "expelled" from the 
primary membership of the party. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
2 Aug 86 p 12] /9274 


NAVAL AIRFIELD OPENED--Ramanathapuram, 1 Aug--The nation's fifth naval airfield 
was inaugurated at Uchipulli, 16 km from Ramnad town in Ramanathapuram district 
on Firday. Vice-Admiral S, C. Chopra, Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern 
Naval Command, inaugurated the airfield by making the first official landing 

by a Navy helicopter on the 1800-metre runway in a 172-acre site and later 
unveiling a plaque, Speaking on the occasion the Vice-Aljmiral said Naval and 
Coast Guard surveillance in the South had been necessitated due to the pre- 
vailing "problems with our neighbours" and it was also found necessary to re- 
sort to air surveillance in the area to guide the ships engaged in protecting 
our fishermen. Hitherto this was done by naval aircraft based at Madras and 
four-hour flying to the area was found to cut into the endurance of the air- 
craft substantially. But now with the opening of the naval airfield, the 

naval aircraft could cover the area "more substantially."' Brig Amarjit Singh 
welcoming the gathering said according to future plans the airfield will have 
an additional 2,000-metre cross runway when its extent is expanded to 540 
acres, The airfield will then have hangar, traffic control unit, repairing 
facilities and accommodation for personnel, he said. The Collector Mr 
Debendranath Sarangi said the district has been put on the defence map of the 
country with the inauguration o the fifth naval airfield, The other four 
naval airfields were in Goa, Cochin, Visakhapatnam and the Andamans. jText] 
[Madras THE HINDU in English 2 Aug 86 p 9] /9274 


RECORD TRADE DEFICIT--Government today estimated india's trade deficit at 

Rs 7,951 crore for 1985-86 which is reckoned as the highest ever. The 

figure announced by the Commerce Ministry takes into account export of crude 
oil. The Ministry revealed that the non-oil exports amounted to Rs 10,285 
crore, 5./ percent higher than 1984-85. The export of crude oil itself has 
virtually stopped after the development of domestic oil refining capacity. 

The oil exported last year was worth Rs 135.15 crore which came down sharply 
from Rs 1563.17 crore during 1984-85, a Ministry press release said. In the 
main, items lagging behind in exports were engineering goods, textile fabrics, 
jute goods, tobacco, castor oil and cardamom. The press release has not pro- 
vided details, For team, it said the quantity exported was higher although the 
earning was less--an obvious reflection of the decline in unit-value realisa- 
tion. No figures have been offered. An increase was reported, however, in 
chemicals, leather and leather manufactures, iron ore, gems and jewellery, 
readymade garments, coffee, rice, cashewnuts, oilcakes and shellac. [Text] 
{New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Aug 86 p 9} 19274 


NEW BENGAL GOVERNOR--Calcutta, 4 Aug (PTI)--Mr Nurul Hassan, former Union 
education minister and former ambassador to the USSR has been selected as 

the next governor of West Bengal. The Centre, in a communication, informed 
the chief minister, Mr. Jyoti Basu, about it. However, it was not known when 
Mr Hassan would take charge in place of Mr U. S, Dixit, who is not keeping 
well. UNI adds: Mr Uma Shanker Dixit has resigned as governor of West 
Bengal, The President has accepted the resignation of Mr Dixit. [Text] 
[Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 5 Aug 86 p 1] 19274 














APPEAL TO NEPAL--New Delhi, 1 Aug--India and Bangladesh yesterday delivered 
letters to the Nepalese Ambassadors here and in Dhaka simultaneously to seek 
Kathmandu's cooperation to enable them to resolve the problem of sharing the 
Ganga waters at Farakka, The aim is to complete a study being carried out by 
the experts of India and Bnalgadesh on the possibilities of augmenting the 
Ganga's flow at Farakka. They apparently wish to assess how much water 

flows from Nepalese rivers into the Ganga, Mr Rajiv Gandhi and President 
Ershad had agreed earlier to reach an agreement on this problem before the 
end of this year. A joint committee of experts of the two countries has already 
met four times in the past seven months. [Excerpt] [Calcutta THE STATEMAN in 
English 2 Aug 86 p 10) /9274 
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IRAN 


"LOGICAL CONTRADICTION' IN KING HASSAN'S STATEMENTS CITED 
LD101339 Tehran International Service in Arabic 1730 GMT 9 Aug 86 


[Unattributed commentary] 


[Excerpts] The statements made by the King of Morocco in his news conference 
last Thursday evening [7 August] continue to attract the attention of several 
political, media, and international quarters, especially as the aforementioned 
news conference was dedicated to defending the Ifrane meeting between Hassan II 
and Peres, and to replying to those who condemned it. 


The most prominent point in these statements was Hassan II's claim that his 
meeting with the Zionist prime minister was not a meeting for negotiations or 
one of recognizing Israel, but, as he said, for activating the stagnant atmos- 
phere surrounding the problem with Israel. The other point that attracted 
attention in Hassan II's statements was his single-minded attack upon Syria-- 
which severed all relations with his regime--and primarily accused it of pur- 
suing the establishment of a Greater Syria. 


Many observers were interested in commenting on these two points because they 
include a twist of the truth and a logical contradiction. 


What Hassan II describes as a meeting for activating the Jihad atmosphere took 
place only according to an official invitation addressed to the Zionist prime 
minister, putting him at the same level with any prime minister in the world 
invited to visit Morocco. Furthermore, the visit took place in a public, open 
way, and the meeting was supported by all the Zionist political wings. The 
United States also supported the meeting and viewed it as an important step 
toward achieving peace in the Middle East. The Egyptian regime also supported 
the meeting and saw it as a good start for further steps between Israel and the 
other parties concerned with the peace issue. This was stressed by the U.S. 
Vice President George Bush during his recent tour of the region when he stated 
in occupied Jerusalem that the meeting between Peres and Hassan II opens the 
door for a meeting between Peres and King Husayn. 


In his recent news conference, Hassan II said we should get rid of our illu- 


sions. Israel, he said, is not a ghost, but a state, government, and a people. 
Yes, it was with this logic that Hassan II talked about the Zionist entity. 
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However, in spite of all this evidence, he claims, in his efforts to evade the 
truth, that his meeting with Peres was not a meeting of negotiations or 
recognition. We wonder, who does Hassan II want to deceive? 


As for the other point in Hassan II's statements, in which he attacks Syria 

and accuses it of pursuing the establishment of a Greater Syria, we do not 

want to discuss the king's motives behind these accusations which are in complete 
accord with the logic of the Zionists and U.S. officials in their smear cam- 
paigns against Syria. However, we wonder, if Hassan II was that sensitive, 

how can he extend the hand of friendship to the Zionists who call for the 
establishment of a Greater Israel? 
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IRAN 


SAIRI TO EXPOSE IRAQI HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES 
LD171849 Tehran IRNA in English 1840 GMT 17 Aug 86 


[Text] Sanandaj, Kurdistan Prov., Aug 17, IRNA--Chairman of the Supreme 
Assembly of the Islamic Revolution of Iraq (SAIRI) Hojjat Ol-Eslam Mohammad- 
Bakir Hakim met and conferred here Sunday with Friday prayers leader, members 
of Islamic council, theologians, as well as governor-general of Kurdistan 
Province. 


The SAIRI chairman told reporters here that the congress of Iraqi opposition 
groups will be held shortly. 


He said that one aim of the congress is to disclose the brutal violations of 
human rights by the Iraqi Government to international circles and organizations 
as well as the world's peoples. 


The Hojjat ol-Eslam said that Iraqi bombardment of Iran's residential areas 
highlights the regime's weakness, and its frustration. He noted that although 
many Iranian cities have been bombed by Iraqi war planes, Iranians remain 
just as determined as ever to continue their sacred defense. 


On the recent abortive coup in Iraq, Hojjat ol-Eslam Hakim said that the opposi- 
tion has found its way even into Saddam's palace. International mass media, he 
noted, have remained silent on the aborted coup to topple the Baghdad govern- 
ment. 


The Hojjat-ol-Eslam is here to meet with Iraqi theologians and refugees and 
visit regions of Sanandaj, bombarded by Iraq. 
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IRAN 


IRAQ, TURKEY BLASTED FOR 'BOMBING OF KURDS' 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 18 Aug 86 p 2 
ice | {AST Friday, 10 Turkish Phantom F-4 warplanes 


bombed Kurdish guerilla bases across the border in 
Iraq, killing several Iraqi Kurdish Moslems and 
injuting many others. Turkish military authorities 
claimed aerial reconnaissance photos showed the 
Turkish jets successfully struck three pre-determin- 
ed targets. 

The Turkish government claims Friday’s attack 
was launched in retaliation for last TYuesday’s 
attack by Kurdish guerillas on a Turkish Army 
truck in the southeastern province of Kakari adja- 
cent to the Iragi and iranian borders, in which 12 
soldiers were allegedly killed. 

The most recent Turkish attack against Iraqi 
Kurds inside Iraqi territory, is not the first such 
attack by Turkish forces. But it is particularly 
important and dangerous considering the sensitive 
situation of the Iraqi imposed war at present. 

The history of Turkish attacks inside Iraqi 
tenitory for suppressing the Iraqi Kurds goes back 
to the recent vears, particularly after the liberation 
of Khorramshahr in 1982 and the subsequent re- 
treat of Iraqi forces from Iranian territory. 

The Baghdad regime could not fight the 
Kurdish opposition single-handedly and on its own. 
Thus, other’s help was sought to brutalize the 
Kurdish. The first Turkish collaboration with Iraq 
for suppressing the Kurds came on 26 May and 
then on 2 June, 1983. According to the official 
report of the Turkish Foreign Ministry at the time, 
10,000 Turkish troops with the help of jetfighters 
carried out extensive operations against the Iraqi 
Kurds. This was for “purging” the region and 
establishing security. 

In order to save face in the international com- 
munity and hide its weakness, the Iraqi regime 
signed an agreement with Turkey in October 1984 
which allows the two countries Armed Forces to 
operate in a 10-kilometer<ieep (six-mile) joint ‘ 
security z%ne along the two sides of the common 
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border in pursuit of Kurdish rebels. 

After the conclusion of this accord, it was obvi- 
ous that Turkey was aiding the Baghdad regime in 
suppressing the Kurdish rebellion. Turkey itself is 
not faced with muck of a Kurdish insurgency, and 
it is the Iraqi regime which has seriously been 
threatened with the Kurdish rebellion in the past 
few years. 

The problem of Iraqi’s 2.5-3 million Kurdish 
Moslems is particularly painful for Saddam. The 
Kurdish revolutionaries have repeatedly forced 
Saddam to divert costly equipment and precious 
and scarce manpower from critical areas at the 
war fronts to suppress the Kurds in the northeast 
parts of the country. Saddam had negotiated a 
ceasefire in December 1983 with Jallal Talibani 
leader of the main Kurdish opposition pariy, the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK). These talks 
were a failure because they did not include the 
other main Kurdish group, the Democratic Party 
of Kurdistan (DPK) led by Idris and Masoud 
Barzani. Talibani and his supporters have since 
broken the ceasefire and have launched extensive 
attacks against the Iraqi regime. 

Turkish Prime Minister Turgut Ozal told 
reporters Friday that the latest Air Force raid took 
place in coordination with the Iraqi regime. He 
tried to justify his government’s act by saying it 
was within international law because it was taken 
upon the consent of the Iraqi government. 

As the Turkish premier admitted, the Turkish 
act can only be considered as military collusion 
with the Iraqi regime. 

Indeed, the Turkish action against the Iraqi 
Kuids only helps bolster the Iraqi regime. 
Turkey’s aid in suppressing the Iraqi Kurdish Mos- 
lems allows the Iraqi regime to have some security 
in the northern areas, and thus to divert more of 
its forces to fight at the southern fronts of its 
imposed war. 

But the Baathist regime must know that no 
force on Earth can rescue Saddam from his dire 
situation. It is the law of history that no aggressive 
force or power can last very long, and is ultimately 
condemned to annhiliation. 
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IRAN 


VELAYATI, INDIAN COUNTERPART SIGN AGREEMENT 
LD220814 Tehran IRNA in English 0804 GMT 22 Aug 86 


[Text] New Delhi, Aug. 22, IRNA--A letter of agreement was signed between the 
visiting Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister ‘Ali Akbar Velayati and his Indian 
counterpart Shiv Shankar here Wednesday night. 


According to the document, in order to boost Iranian oil exports to India an 
Iranian oil delegation will visit India which will also prepare a list of items 
to be purchased from that country. An Indian delegation headed by deputy 
minister of steel and mines will also travel to Iran to explore ways of expand- 
ing industrial and technical cooperation especially in the fields of trans- 
portation, communications and steel mill industry. 


Foreign ministers of Iran and India also agreed that future session of the 
joint economic commission will be held in New Delhi either at the end of the 
current year or early next year. 


Velayati arrived here Wednesday heading a delegation. 


He held another meeting with the Indian minister of state for external affairs 
Thursday in which they discussed issues related to the forthcoming Harare summit 
meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement and mutual relations. 


In this meeting, the Iranian foreign minister stressed that apartheid in South 
Africa and the Palestinian issue should be among major issues in the agenda of 
the NAM summit. 


The summit, he added, should adopt a proper stance towards the Afghanistan 
crisis. He stressed that Afghanistan must become independent of the super- 
powers. 


On the Iraqi-imposed war, he said that the Movement has so far failed to take 
effective measures and in this respect even lags behind international organisa- 
tions. As a first proper step, he pointed out, it should condemn the Iraqi 
regime as aggressor and for its defiance of international laws. 


The Indian minister said that the summit will discuss the issue of the racist 
South African regime, he also pledged the support of his country for the 











Palestinian cause. The Indian official also called for further expansion of 
mutual economic, political and cultural relations between the two sides. 


In a separate meeting with the Indian Minister of Human Resources Development 
Narasimha Rao, Thursday, Velayati and the accompanying delegation discussed 
economic issues of the Third World countries, mutual relations and also the 
forthcoming Harare summit. 


Narasimha Rao stressed the significance of further strengthening of mutual ties 
and expressed interest to visit Iran. 


/9716 
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IRAN 


TEHRAN COMMENTS ON SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER'S VISIT 
LD241333 Tehran International Service in Arabic 1730 GMT 23 Aug 86 


[Excerpts] The Syrian Foreign Minister, Brother Faruq al-Shar', paid a brief 
visit to Tehran, during which he met the president, Hojjat ol-Eslam Val Moslemin 
Seyyed 'Al Khamene'i. During the meeting, which lasted for about an hour and 
half, they discussed the fraternal bilateral relations between the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and the Syrian Republic as well as the latest developments 

in our Islamic region. During that meeting, Faruq al-Shar' also delivered a 
personal message from Syrian President Hafiz al-Asad to the president of the 
Islamic Republic, Hojjat ol-Eslam Khamene'i. 


During his brief visit, Faruq al-Shar' met the prime minister, Brother Mir Hoseyn 
Musavi, and held talks similar to those with the president in their meeting. 


During these two important meetings, the importance attached by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and its revolutionary leadership to the issues of our Islamic 
world was stressed. They also emphasized the wish of the Islamic Republic 

and the Syrian Republic to launch a joint firm initiative in order to confront 
the conspiratorial reactionary imperialist aggression against our Islamic 
nation. 


It is noteworthy that the visit by Faruq al-Shar' to the Islamic Republic came 
in the wake of the treacherous meeting held in the Moroccan city of Ifrane 
between King Hassan II of Morocco and the prime minister of the Zionist enemy, 
Shim'on Peres. Here it is worth noting that the Islamic Republic of Iran 

and the Syrian Republic were the only Islamic countries to adopt the most 
condemning and firm positions toward the treason of Morocco's King Hassan II 
because of his public and direct meeting with the prime minister of the Zionist 
enemy . 


During the reception by the president, Hojjat ol-Eslam Val Moslemin Khamene'i, 
and the prime minister, brother Mir Hoseyn Musavi, of the Syrian foreign 
minister, brother Faruq al-Shar', the officials of the Islamic Republic stressed 
the demand of the Islamic Republic that the range of the imposed war should not 
be expanded. They also stressed that the officials of the Islamic Republic 

have not disregarded the support of the reactionary regimes in the region to the 
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Aflaqite regime of Saddam. The [slamic Republic underlined the shameful 
reality and cruel stance of these regimes in order to expose them before 
their peoples. These regimes today, more than at any previous time, are 
tying themselves to the defeated Saddam after blessing his aggressive 

war against the Islamic Republic, which was created to support the Muslims, 
including the Arab brothers. 


In fact, one of the most prominent weak and illogical reasons for these 
regimes to fall into the marsh of Saddam's Qadisiyah [Ancient Persian-Arab 
battle] and his aggressive war is the fierce propaganda campaign to which 

the Islamic Republic is exposed and which has been launched by Western 
imperialist and racist Zionist mouthpieces, which try to present the young 
Islamic Republic of Iran as a source of threat to these regimes if it achieves 
victory over Saddam. 


However, the Islamic Republic of Iran has more than once, and on more than 

one occasion, stressed its good intentions to establish amicable and fraternal 
relations based on mutual respect and [Islamic cooperation with all countries 
of the region that are not hostile toward the Islamic revolution, which 

became victorious in order to support the weak as well as the Islamic peoples 
still under occupation. 


Of course we can exempt the Palestinian people from among these. The Palestinian 
cause occupied a priority position in the interests of the Islamic revolution, 
which considers the Palestinian cause as its principal cause, 


Naturally, the stances of some Gulf countries toward the imposed war unfortunate- 
ly constitute one of the obstacles that has until now blocked the efforts to 
reach a joint and just understanding and Islamic fraternal cooperation between 
these countries and the Islamic Republic. [It is also natural that if these 
countries stopped their wrong stances, which were discovered by their peoples 
before anyone else, then the main obstacle in the way of understanding and 


cooperation between the countries of the region will be removed. This way, 
these countries will respond to the call of the Islamic Republic for establishing 
goodneighborly relations among the Islamic countries of our region, relations 


that constitute one of the pillars of Lranian foreign policy. 
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IRAN 


EXHIBIT SHOWS EQUIPMENT USED IN TERRORIST ACTS 
LD261820 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 26 Aug 86 


[Text] Newsmen from the domestic mass media prepared reports, photographs, 
and films on the Ministry of Intelligence's findings exhibition this morning. 
The exhibition displayed for the newsmen bombs and explosives skillfully 
concealed in suitcases, machine-made carpets, gas capsules, and other pieces 
of equipment used by the people. The display included, two bombs concealed 
in 11 kg gas capsule covers brought into the country from Iraq to be detonated 
opposite the Qods store in Vali-ye 'Asr Avenue; a suitcase concealing explosives 
within its walls; and a car battery, which was due to the exploded ina 
passenger terminal in Western Tehran and on Lalezar Avenue. The foreign 
mercenaries detonated a similar battery opposite the goldsmith's bazaar in 
Tehran last year. 


According to this report, various types of powerful explosives concealed in 
military boots, power cables, and carpet linings were among other things 
discovered by the Intelligence Ministry and put on display in this exhibition. 
In this regard, one of the Intelligence Ministry responsible officials showed 
the newsmen explosives sent from Iraq in the shape of soap tablets to be set 
off in Tehran's passenger terminal, and explosives discovered in a Zhian 

model automobile, used for causing an explosion on Tehran's Keshavarz Boulevard. 


The recent explosion in Qom was caused by explosives planted in heavy cables 
in a Zhian automobile. This explosion martyred 13 of our compatriots and 
injured 100. 


Among other means of destruction displayed in this exhibition was a bomb con- 
cealed in a sack, similar to one that was exploded on 17 February 1986 in the 
Fayyazbakhsh terminal next to Park-e Shahr by mercenary elements. 


/8309 
CSO: 4640/454 


68 








IRAN 


BRIEFS 


GUARDS KILLED IN CLASH--Kabul (BIA)--Thirty pasadaran (Iranian guards) 
were killed and the vehicle carrying them burnt in an armed clash that 
took place recently with Blunchis at Sheen Zin Meer Jawa, it is reported. 
Reports add that the armed Bluchis opposed to the Iranian regime attacked 
the Zahedan central jail killing four jail guards. According to another 
report, big demonstrations were held in Sari city of Mazendaran State. 
During the demonstration, members of the committee of so-called Islamic 
revolution of Iran fired on the demonstrators which led to an armed clash 
and killing of four committee members. The police arrested a number of 
demonstrators and jailed them without any trial. [Text] [Kabul NEW TIMES 
in English 19 Jul 86 p 1] /9317 


CLASH WITH BALUCHIS CONTINUES--To restore religious and traditional 
freedoms, Baluchis have taken up arms against the Akhunds' regime and 
have further intensified their attacks on establishments and military 
bases in Iran. Reports reaching BIA say that as a result of an armed 
attack by Baluchis on Shahr base, located in southern part of Zahidan 
recently, nine guards were killed and a big quantity of assorted weapons 
seized by Baluchis. Also in a clash which took place between Baluch 
armed men and Pasdaran (guards) committee vf Iran in Sheenzin Mirjawa of 
Zahidan, 12 members of the committee were killed and weapons and a vehicle 
of the guards seized by Baluch militants. Report adds that four members 
of Pasdaran were killed by a Baluch girl in Shahristan Zagul. The girl 
herself was shot dead in the incident. Ebadi, one of Khomeini's repre- 
sentatives was attached in Char Rahe Chawgona of Zahidan. The attack 
killed seven of his guards, but Ebadi escaped. [Text] [Kabul KABUL 

NEW TIMES in English 23 Jul 86 p 1] /9317 


REPATRIATION OF 100 DISABLED IRAQI POWS--Mashhad, Khorasan Prov., Aug 25, IRNA-- 
Iran will submit the names of one hundred disabled Iraqi POWs, who are to 

be shortly repatriated to Iraq to the International Red Cross during war week 
(Sept. 22-29), said head of the commission for administering POWs' affairs, 

B. Nazaran, here Monday. Nazaran said that Iran has freed some 650 Iraqi POWs 
due to humanitarian reasons. However, he added, Iraq recently dispatched some 
freed Iraqi POWs to Europe and the U.S. in order to prevent them from disclosing 
the facts of their humane treatment by their Iranian captors and to obstruct 
future repatriation of their fellow-countrymen. The Baghdad government, with 
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the help of global media of global arrogance has launched a false propaganda 
campaign in attempts to villify Iran's gesture of respect and compassion for 
maimed Iraqi prisoners of war. Nazaran said that the IRC has been granted 
permission to resume its activities in Iran, since it has given assurances 
that mistakes which led to its activities curtailment would not be repeated. 
The official announced that thousands of Iraqis have so far sought asylum 

in the Islamic Republic of whom 165 have had their request approved. Nazaran 
said as a pre-condition for accepting asylum a POW should not have been taken 
captive in the wake of Iranian military operations. [Text] [Tehran IRNA in 
English 1610 GMT 25 Aug 86] /8309 


GROUP CLAIMS RESPONSIBILITY--An Iranian group claimed responsibility Wednesday 
for car bomb attacks in Teheran and the Iranian holy city of Qom that killed 
more than 30 people. The claim was made in a telephone call to the 

Associated Press by a man who described the group as "a nationalist organisa- 
tion that aims to make Iran as uncomfortable as possible for the regime of 
Ayatollah Khomeini." "The attacks were to urge people to mobilize against the 
regime," the caller, who spoke in English, said. A car bomb blast in central 
Teheran on Tuesday killed 20 people and wounde” many more. Last Saturday, 
another car bomb explosion in Qom killed 13 and wounded about 100 people. 
[Text] [Athens ATHENS NEWS in English 21 Aug 86 p 4 NC] 
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NEPAL 


EMERGENCY MEETING OF AID DONORS CONVENED 
BK251326 Hong Kong AFP in English 1315 GMT 25 Aug 8t 


[Text] Katmandu, Aug 25 (AFP)--Nepal's Ministry of Finance called an 
emergency meeting of the country's aid donors Monday to review the alarming 
situation caused by drought in its low-lying tropical regions, official 
sources here said. 


Minister of State for Finance and Industry Bharat Bahadur Pradhan warned that 
the unprecedented drought was expected to cause a 900,000-ton shortfall in 
rice production worth an estimated four billion rupees (206 million dollars), 
sources said. 


Mr Pradhan appealed for international aid to help combat the resulting short- 
fall in food this year and outlined government efforts to expand wheat produc- 
tion areas to boost the winter crop. 


Present at the 90-minute meeting were representatives of France, West Germany, 
Britain, Canada, Japan, the United States, the International Monetary Fund, 
the World Bank and UN agencies, sources said. 


Ambassador from the European Economic Community are planning to hold a meeting 
Wednesday to assess the drought, affecting the area along Nepal's southern 
border with the Indian provinces of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, before seeking 
assistance, sources said. 


Rice is one of Nepal's most important exports and the drought is expected to 
cause serious balance-of-payments problems in addition to raising domestic 
grain prices. 


Nepal produced less than 4.5 million tons of grain in the fiscal year ending 
mid-July, according to officials, comprising 2.84 million tons of rice, 
874,000 tons of maize, 598,000 tons of wheat, 138,000 tons of millet and 
23,000 tons of barley. 


Less than 25 per cent of the country's 2.63 million hectares (6.50 million 
acres) of cultivable land is irrigated and, with the remaining land dependent 
On monsoon rains, analysts said the food situation in Nepal remained a 
structural problem. 


The drought has only affected the tropical regions in the south, officials said, 
with rice cultivation in the hills and sub-tropical areas already completed. 
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PAKISTAN 


PRC SUPPORT REITERATED BY VICE FOREIGN MINISTER 
BK210432 Karachi Domestic Service in Urdu 0200 GMT 21 Aug 86 


[Text] Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Liu Shuqing has said that China will 
fully support Pakistan in its just struggle to oppose external threat and 
intervention and to safeguard its national independence and sovereignty. He 
was speaking at a banquet he hosted in honor of Pakistan's foreign secretary, 
Abdus Sattar, in Beijing last night. He said that friendship and cooperation 
in various fields between the two countries have increased despite the con- 
stantly changing international situation during past 35 years. He expressed 
great satisfaction at Sino-Pakistani friendship which, he said, has stood the 
test of time. China and Pakistan both belong to the Third World and desire 
peace and progress, Liu Shuqing added. 


The Chinese vice foreign minister again said that they key to a political 
settlement of the Afghanistan problem lies in the withdrawal of Soviet forces 
from that country. He underscored the need for the restoration of Afghanistan's 
independence and sovereignty and nonaligned status without which the establish- 
ment of peace and stability in this region will remain elusive. The Chinese 
vice foreign minister appreciated Pakistan's sincere efforts for a settlement 

of the Afghanistan problem in accordance with the UN resolutions and its 
humanitarian assistance to Afghan refugees, and said that in doing so Pakistan 
has been successful in winning the admiration and support of the international 
community. 


In his reply, the Pakistani foreign secretary said the Sino-Pakistani friend- 
ship is not directed against any other country and that it serves the cause of 
international peace and stability. He reiterated Pakistan's resolve to con- 
tinue to provide concrete support to the cause of the Afghan people. He 
thanked China for its firm support on this issue. 
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Text } 


Blanket claims of ‘complete 
success’ for all foreign visits 
may be a diplomatic necessity, 
but the rhetoric tends to strain 
credibility and thereby obscure 
‘he real achievement in a speci- 
fic sector. In the present case, 
Prime Minister Junejo’s most 
significant accomplishment is 
not that he has been able to 
establish a personal rapport 
with President Reagan, secure a 
high technology deal or win a 
stronger reaffirmation of US 
commitment to Pakistan's se- 
curity, but that he has quietly 
signalled his intent to impart 
a slightly more balanced look 
to his foreign policy postures 
to reflect the inherent obliga- 
tions of a popularly elected 
leader. 


He has sought to create the im- 
pression with a three-pronged 
approach: one, he has combined his 
US trip with visits to two other 
power Centres namely, Turkey 
and Western Europe, and prefaced 
it with high-priority journeys, early 
in his tenure, to China and Saudi 
Arabia, Two, snack in the middle 
of his American tour, he issued a 
statement  deploring Morocco’s 
talks with Isracl, so ardently 
desired by his hosts. And three, by 
including the Chief Ministers of the 
Punjab and NWFP in his negotiating 
tcam, he has flashed the con- 
straints of his foreign policy 


"Junejo's U.S. Visit: 


options, showing how the Punjab's 
preoccupation with acquisition of 
defence capability for the nation is 
counter-balanced, to a degree, by 
the NWFP’s rising concerns with 
the consequences of the Afghan 


policy. 


SYMBOLISM 





If symbolism is important in 
foreign affairs, then the sequence 
of the Prime Minister's foreign visits 
is higly significant, the priority 
given to ties with China and the 
Muslim World cannot be ignored 
nor the recognition extended to 
other power centres like France 
within the western bloc; and Islama- 
bad’s obvious desire to follow a 
‘multi-polar’ foreign policy needs to 
be acknowledged. 

The determination to pursue an 
independent foreign policy is pretty 
well demonstrated by the Prime 
Minister decision to issue a con- 
demnation of Morocco-Israeli = - 
leys from American soil rather than 
from Foreign Office Headquarters 
in Islamabad. Despite the press of 
business on the last day of his US 
ag 8 Mr. Junejo squeezed time out 
to have a tough statement issued. 
It said the Pakistan Government 
deplores any steps that divide Arab 
or Muslim countries. Disunity in 
the ranks of Arab and Muslim coun- 
tries damages the prospects of an 
early settlement of the Palestine 
problem, Pakistan cannot but 
deplore such a development. There 
can be no durable peace in the 
Middle East unless justice is done 
to the Palestinian people. 





PAKISTAN 


An Assessment--I & II"] 


Such outright condemnation of 
an American-backed initiative and 
such strong re-dedication to the 


Palestinian cause could not but 
have upset the Americans. 


PAK—U.S. RELATIONS 


Pak-American telationship was 
also clouded by significant differ- 
ences of perception on a couple of 
other points too, including addi- 
tional cross-border aid for Afghans 
remaining behind in Afghanistan, 
increase in poppy cultivation in 
Pakistan and Pakistan's nuclear pro- 
gramme, but they were taken care 
of by a propitious combination of 
circumstances, including the follow 
ing: 
One, Mr. Mohammad Khan 
Junejo visited USA as the first po. 
pularly elected head ofa constitu. 
tional Government, in over a 
decade. Two, the collapse of the 
challenge to his position mounted 
by Ms. Benazir Bhutto on July 5. 
Three the favourable impression 
created by Mr. Junejo's personal 
traits of character. Four, the naked 
Soviet’ threat to Pakistan on the 
issues of Islamabad’s nuclear pro- 
gamme and aid to the Afghans. 
And five, failure of Washington's 
diplomatic offensive to wean India 
away from Moscow and New Delhi’s 
failure to respond to Pakistan's 
specific proposals for banishing the 
nuclear threat from the sub-con- 
tinent 

Mr. Junejo undoubtedly has 
been helped in his U.S. talks by the 
fact of his being an elected head of 
Government. To quote a senior US 








official: “The President has invited 
the Prime Minister to demonstrate 
that something significant, in our 
view, has happened in Pakistan, 
with the return of full constitution- 
al Government for the first time in 
many years.- We are very pleased 
to see political life in Pakistan being 
conducted freely with open debate 
in the press, oper meetings with- 
out any interference. The restora- 
tion of full constitutional Govern- 
ment is an achievement of great 
significance. The fact that it took 
place without rioting in the streets 
and without bloodshed perhaps 
means that some people have not 
noticed it, But it s all the more 
welcome’’. 

Whatever lingering doubts were 
there in the American mind were 
probably swept aside by the US 
media reports that Miss ‘Benazir 
Bhutto had failed to rally large en 
ough crowds for her July 5 bid to 
launch an anti-government move- 
ment. As a consequence the Ame- 
rican welcome to Mr. Junejo gained 
some more warmth-- and Congréss- 
man Stephen Solarz’s call for mid- 
term polis lost some punch. 

In fact, neither the Reagan Ad- 
ministration nor anyCongressional 
consensus seemed to orse the 
Solarz proposal. A senior Adminis- 
tration official declined comment, 
specifically making the point it 
would mount to interference in 
another country’s internal affairs. 
Foreign Relations Committee mem- 
bers pointedly failed to back their 
Chairman, while academics faulted 
its logic, saying, in a parliamen- 
tary democracy, it is the privilege 
of the Prime Minister and not the 
opposition, to set a date for fresh 
elections. 

» Even though Mr. Junejo did not 
come through as a charismatic per- 
sonality nor did he sweep any audi- 
ences off their feet with high rheto- 
ric, he did impress a lot of people 
with his straightforwardness and 
manifest sincerity. For instance, 
nany Congressmen had little prob- 
lem accepting his plea that this 
year's increase in poppy cultivation 
in NWFP was a temporary phenom. 
enon that had occurred despite and 
not because of any laxity in 
Government effort or commitment. 
They were inclmed to accept his 
chum he was determined to stamp 


out drug abuse, not just to oblige‘ 


USA but to save his own people | 


from the scourge 


NUCLEAR EFFORTS 





His assertion that Pakistan's 
nuclear programme was entirely 
peaceful in intent was perhaps 
received more sccptically, but by 
the time the visit ended, the assault 
had lost some of its earlier viru- 
lence. For example, the Washington 
Post of July 15 in a front page 
story had quoted a ‘‘well-placed in- 
telligence source’ as saying that 
‘according to CIA analysis Pakistan 
has or soon will have the capacity 
to build a bomb despite official 
denials by Pakistan. Sources said: 
Long-standing Pakistani nuclear 
efforts have increased this year and 
according to one account, it is just 
a question of assembling compo- 
nents’. The latest Time magazine 
issue strikes a slightly different 
note. 

Again, the Washington Post of 
July 15 had quoted the Presidential 
Security adebet Poindexter as 
sake oh the Administration might 
not be able to certify to Congress 
next October that cr pabane 
not possess a fitic explosive 
device. This was repudiated later by 
4 senior ogg nay he es 

ring, nothing ppened to 
warrant such a step. The President 
would be issuing a normal certifica- 
tion on October 1 next. Towards 
the close of the Junejo visit, the im- 
pression was around that US intelli- 
nce reports claiming a nuclear 
through by Pakistan might 
have been grossly exaggerated. 

However, this is not to say the 
issue is dead. Without the slightest 
doubt, the spectre of Pakistan's 
nuclear bomb would be revived just 
about the time the Congress 
receives the proposal for a six-year 
extension in the waiver to the 
Symington amendment to enable 
the new 4.04 billion dollar aid pro- 
gramme for Pakistan to be imple- 
mented. The possibility of the re- 
birth of the old Cranston amend. 


ment, seeking aid cutoff to Pakistan 
even for acquiring nuclear 
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capability. cannot be ruled out. The 
amendment, first adopted and then 
dropped by one vote in the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee in 
1984, sought to condition further 
assistance to Pakistan on a pres? 
dential certification that “Pakistan 
does not possess a nuclear explosive 
device, is not developing a nuclear 
explosive device and is not acquir- 
ing technology, material or equip- 
ment for the purpose’. The pro- 
India, pro-Israel Senator from Cali- 
fornia 1s up for re-election this fall. 


OUTCOME 


« Irrespective of what happens to 
him personally, the outcome of the 
Novernber elections to the US 
Senate is critically important: the 
polls wold decide wherher the 
Republican Party retains its 
majority, however thin, in the new 
Senate, without which President 
Reagan would find it extremely dif- 
ficult to rule, as the House already 
has a big Democratic majority. 
Even though the Adiministration’s 
Afghan policy enjoys bipartisan 
a te in Congress anu the aid to 
Pakistan was approved by the vote 
of both parties in 1981, the Reagan 
Administration would find it. 
self greatly handicapped in the 
im entation ofthese support 
policies on account of the tradi- 
tionally obstructionist tactics of 
opposition parties in Congress, Also 
the Democrats feel more strongly, 
however selectively, on the nuclear 
issue. It was the Democratic party's 
President Carter whoapplied both 
the Symington and the Glenn 
amendments to Pakistan, accusing 
it of developing the nuclear bomb, 
both by the enrichment process and 
the reprocessing approach and cut 
off all economic and military assis- 
tance to Pakistan,; whereas he took 
no action against India which had 
actually exploded a nuclear device 
in 1974 or against Israel which 
CIA certified in 1976 as having 
acquired “bombs in the basement’’ 
with the help of both enriched and 
reprocessed nuclear material stolen 
from USA. (to be continued) 





[The whiter is a senior journalist 
who was PPI's correspondent in 
USA during 1981-86. | 
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Ihe silver lining in the cloud 
is increasing recognition of the 
fact that India’s unsafeguarded 
nuclear facilities pose as much 
of a threat as Pakistan’s; and at 
the White House briefing imm- 
ediately after the Reagan- 
Junejo meeting, the Senior 
Administration official went 
out of his way to equate the 
two countries. The official also 
took notice of the specific pro- 
posals put forward by Pakistan 
but not accepted so far by 
India, designed to curb the 
nuclear sprawl! in the subcon- 
tincent. However, the snag is 
that whereas the Congress has 
to pass legislation granting 
Pakistan exemption from the 
prohibitions of the Symong- 
ton Amendment to enable it 
to draw on the 4.04 billion 
dollar aid package, it is not 
called upon to take any cogni- 
sance of what India is doing. 


EXEMPTION 


India's current preoccupation is 
to secure exemption from the US 
laws restricting export of dual— 
purpose technology and she has 
more or less succeeded in getting 
two super computers from USA 
by exploiting Washington's keen 
desire to wean New Delhi away from 
its armssupply relationship with 
USSR. However, the United States 
fervent hope that after Indira’s 
death, India would begin to move 
from the Soviet embrace to a closer 
relationship with the West has not 
materialised so far; and New 
Delhi's continuing involvement 
with Moscow, and her failure to 
support the Nonaligned Movement’s 
stance on Afghanistan, have begun 
to disillusion the United States; 
and this might have reinforced 
USA's psychological commitment 
to Pakistan. 





There is some question which 
has gained most from the disclosure 
at this juncture of the Soviets 
threat to Pakistan on the Afghan 
and nuclear issues. Moscow sent a 
direct and unusually tough warning 
to Pakistan in June through its 
Ambassador in Islamabad thai it 
would not tolerate any Islamabad 
bid to make a nuclear bomb. 
Washington responded to it with 
an extremely grave message to 
Moscow telling the Soviets, in 


effect, “to keep hands off Pakist- 
an”. The Soviet warning followed 
a mid-June visit to Moscow by 
the Indian Foreign Minister Shiv 
Shankar. On learning of the 
warning, the USA responded with a 
private message to Moscow reiter- 
ating the strong US commitment 
to Pakistan's security. 

Those critical of close Pak-US 
ties hold, the disclosure was well 
timed to impress on Pakistan the 
importance of its relationship with 
the United States, but both Wash- 
ington and Islamabad point out, 
none of them was in a position to 
manoeuvre Moscow into issuing 


such a dire warning to Pakistan or. 


determining when to issue it. The 
timing of the Soviet threat and 
USA's counter warning has defi- 
nitely helpcd focus media atten- 
tion on Pak-American relationship 
on the eve of Mr. Junejo’s U.S. 
visit and lent it more relevance and 
urgency. It made Washington reaff- 
irm its commitment to the sovere- 
ign independence and _ territorial 
integrity of Pakistan more pointed- 
ly than ever before. The 1959 
Agreement itself has not been 
strengthened but the resolve to 
honour it apparently has been 
reinforced, and almost everybody 
from President Reagan on down- 
wards -has_ reiterated America’s 
commitment to Pakistan. They have 
further voiced their resolve to 
spare no effort to get Pakistan the 
full funding from the Congress, the 
budget constraints notwithstanding. 
It is commonly agreed that the 
proposed post-1987 US aid package 
is far more beneficial to Pakistan 
than the current one. In the 1982-87 
package, at least one third of the 
economic support funds and deve- 
lopment assistance was repayable as 
loan but the entire economic aid 
under the new 4.02 billion dollar 
package is a non-returnable grant. 
Again, whereas Pakistan at present 
pays interest on the foreign military 
sales credits at the prevailing treas- 
ury rate, the future FMS allocation 
would be at concessional rates. 


INDICATIONS 


There are indications that 
Washington is willing to meet 
almost all Pakistan requests for 
military, hardware deemed essen- 
tial for legitimate self-defence and 
this includes the sale of more F-16s 
and help in adapting Boeing 707s 
to surveillance-plane role. To 
enable Pakistan to begin to manu- 
facture some of its requirements, 
it has agreed to sell Islamabad 
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dual purpose technology virtually 
on the same terms and basis 
as to India; and the fact that 
Pakistan might not be in a posi- 
rion to benefit fully from this offer 
today does not detract either 
from its future usefulness or curr- 
ent gesture value. Many hail it as 
the most tangible outcome of the 
Junejo visit. 

And more important, Pakistan 
has not offered any quid pro quo 
other than its resolve to defend 
its own freedom. As the Prime Min- 
ister told New York's Foreign 
Policy Association, Pakistan's re- 
solve predates US interest in the 
Afghan freedom struggle by almost 
two years. 

That the quid pro quo might 
be Islamabad's undertaking to roo 
the finalisation of a political settle- 
ment at Geneva appears farfetched 
and unconvincing. The offering 
of a refuge to the Afghans was 
Pakistan’s own idea as is the quest 
for a political solution and the 
basic conditions for such a settle- 
ment have been worked out by 
Pakistan and endorsed not only 
by the Umina but also by an over- 
whelming majority of UN member 
ship. Even if there were no OIC 
or UN endorsed terms for a settle. 
ment, there would have to be one 
minimum condition: the overall 
acceptability of the formula by 
the three million Afghan refugees 
on Pakistan soil, not because of any 
inclination to give them a veto, 
but to get them moving back home. 
It needs to be remembered that 
Islamabad's Afghanistan policy en 
joys broadly the support of 
such diverse elements as “Comm. 
unist” China, “Imperialist” USA 
and “anti-US” Iran. 

With Pakistan's own existence at 
stake, it is impossible to believe 
that any Pakistani Government 
would deliberately drag its feet at 
Geneva. With the aa of bomb 
explosions ripping the country 
side in NWFP, no elected Govern 
ment of Pakistan would want to 
spin out the crisis, no matter v nat 
rewards it wert offered by the USA 
or any other foreign Governinent. 


EVIDENCE 





In fact, there is already evidence 
according to USA news media, of 
the Junejo Government asserting 
itself on the question of additional 
US aid to Afghanistan. 

Many Americans perceive Pak 
istan as turning increasingly cautious 
on Afghanis.an, while Islamabad 
apparently holtds that despite 





its unquestionable dedication to the 
Afghan cause, it cannot jeopardise 
Pakistan's own oe we by pushing 
the Soviets beyond their limit of 
tolerance. 

The pro-Afghan group in Con- 
gress headed Senator Gordon 
Humphrey is concerned that the 
15 million dollar annual cross-border 
aid programme has still not got 
under way. It reportedly envisages 
the provision of health services, 
farming amenities and food supp- 
lies inside Afghanistan. American 
newspapers have featured stories 
ascribing the delay to lack of 
agreement with Pakistan Govern- 
ment how the project should be 
organised. According to the Wall 
Street J uurnal, “worried US officials 
cite signs of Pakistani reluctance to 
support the guerillas. Guerilla 
leaders complain that they still 
haven't seen the anti-aircraft stinger 
rockets”. The paper adds: Some 
US officials also wanted the gueri- 
lla organisations to oversee cross- 
border deliveries of humanitarian 
assistance, But Pakistan resisted... 
Islamabad wanted Pakistani welfare 
organisations to undertake the task. 

The Wall Street Journal its-lf 

why. It says, the humani- 
tarian assistance also includes some 
‘covert protects”. The paper also 
cites increased Soviet allbiey press 
ure on Pakistan and _ terrorists 
bombings inside Pakistan as well as 
rising of domestic opposition as 
facto’s influencing the situation. 

The Washington Post writes: 
“US officials say, the implement- 
ation of the new Afghan e 
has been delayed by the establish- 
ment in Pakistan last December of 
a new Civilian Government, led by 
Prime Minister Mohammad Khan 
Junejo who has been 
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reviewing the policies of the pre- 
vious military Government”’. 

Of course this was promptly 
rebutted by the State Department’s 
official spokesman Bernard Kalb, 
who said: USA is working closely 
with Pakistan authorities in our 
efforts to extend aid to those 
ae behind in Afghanistan- 
About 3.5 million out of eight 
million dollars allocated in fiscal 
1985 and three million out of the 
15 million dollars Trerroers by 
cone for fiscal 1986 had been 
istributed or was in the process 
being distributed ". Man Us 
newspapers regretted the tardiness 
of the operation. 


US Administration as a whole 
maintains, Pakistan has been extra- 
ordinarily courageous in supporting 
the Afghan freedom movement. 
Some officals do not want to press 
Pakistane any harder for fear of 
angering a close friend and still 
others don’t want to expose Pak- 
istan to more risks. But there are 
nevertheless elements in Congress 
and Administration who want to 
put the heat on. However, both 
American and Pakistani diplomats 
seemed confident that the conflict 
of perception could be -resolved. 
Thetr confidence apparently springs 
from the conviction that at this 
point of time, American and Pak- 
istani national interests in the 
region coincide and are told, they 
have more to gain from working 
together than gromsing over details. 
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LIMITS 


More important, both = sides 
recognise the limits of cooperation; 
Washington realises that the Pak- 
US eement of 1959 does not 
offer Pakistan ironclad guarantees 
against aggression and therefore 
USA cannot expect Pakistan to 
take undue risks. And Islamabad 
knows that in its anxiety to keep its 
non-aligned status, Pakistan has 
deliberately rejected closer ties with 
America. 

Another factor curbing US ex- 
pectations is its awareness of the 
climate: of public opinion in Pak- 
istan today and of the fact that 
it now has a popularly elected 
Gcvernment that cannot risk 
alienating public opinion by accept- 
ing any unpopular solutions. Wash- 
ington too should be averse to 
queering the pitch for the first 
Democratic regime in 10 years or 
more. 

It is grudgingly recognised in 
Washington that Prime Minister 
Junejo as an elected leader has to 
take cognisance of the growing 
concerns in NWFP of the possible 
spillover of the Afghan conflict, 

To conclude: After taking what 
appeared to be reluctant first 
steps in diplomacy, Mr. Mohammad 
Khan Junejo has begun to come 
off as a national leader determined 
to follow an independent foreign 
policy, presumably somewhat. 
“more centralist’, perhaps a little 
bit more nonaligned, but bearing, 
definitely, the imprint of an elected 
leader responsive to popular senti- 
ment. 

A new foreign policy thrust 
would seem inevitable.{Concluded) 








PAKISTAN 


COMMENTATOR SUPPORTS JUNEJO ON ELECTION ISSUE 
BK260606 Karachi Domestic Service in English 1715 GMT 25 Aug 86 
[Yasin Rizwi Commentary] 


[Text] The prime minister of Pakistan, Mr Mohammad Khan Junejo, told a news 
conference in Lahore on 24 August that the situation prevailing in the country 
would be discussed in the National Assembly and the Senate and all problems 
would be solved in consultation with the elected representatives of the people. 
The prime minister of Pakistan, Mr Mohammad Khan Junejo, emphasized that no 
other forum was required for deliberation on national issues in the presence 
of the elected representatives of the people. 


Mr Mohammad Khan Junejo ruled out the possibility of midterm election or 
formation of a national government in the near future. The elected head of 
the Pakistani Government also ruled out the possibility of holding any round 
table conference with the political parties or reimpositjon of the state of 
emergency in the country. The prime minister said his government was in full 
control of the situation and it would dea) with the lawbreakers in accordance 
with the law. Mr Mohammad Khan Junejo pointed out that the present govern- 
ment was a representative one and had been formed after the holding of general 
elections in the country. This government has had the credit cf lifting 
martial law and the state emergency from the country, thus giving full freedom 
to the people. The prime minister of Pakistan said his government wanted to 
work for the welfare and economic uplift of the country under the 5-point 
program given by him. Midterm election, the prime minister said, was not his 
government's problem nor the problem of the people, and hence it could not 

be held merely for the sake of pleasing a handful of politicians. Mr Mohammad 
Khan Junejo made it categorically clear that the political parties would, how- 
ever, continue to enjoy full freedom in carrying out their activities. 


This is indeed the true democratic step. Democracy demands that those who won 
the election have a right to serve the people till the expiry of their mandate 
and, in the case of the present government, the popular mandate expires in 1990. 
Till then, the government must carry out its program single-mindedly and 
without any diversion created by this or that factor. 


As far as those people are concerned who did not take part in the 1985 general 


election, they must wait till the time comes for the fresh polls. The elections 
were open and there was no bar on any individual. Nonetheless, certain elements 
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decided to boycott the election. The decision was theirs and theirs alone. It 
was not imposed on them byanyone. Hence, it is in line with the democratic 
norms and practices that those who had missed the bus in 1985 must wait till 
1990 when the nation is scheduled to go to the polls again. People must not be 
in a hurry. Patience and respect for the verdict of the people are the two 
sine qua non for all players in the game of democracy. Democracy cannot take 
roots if its bandwagon is stopped every now and then or diverted from its 
course by those who are out to throw spanners into the wheels to (?fulfill) 
their own whim and caprices. 


Pakistan, under the government of Mr Mohammad Khan Junejo, has got a chance to 
stabilize the traditions of democracy after about 9 years of martial law rule. 
What distinguishes the dawn of the democratic era in Pakistan is its peaceful 
process. Now the peaceful process is being continued by the prime minister of 
Pakistan. Mr Mohammad Khan Junejo, who is willing to give full freedom to the 
political parties to project their program to the people and prepare them for 
the next elected representative [word indistinct] in 1990. To disrupt this pro- 
gram would be tantamount to disrupting the process of democracy. Anybody who 
thinks of doing so is certainly not keeping the interest of this country closer 
to his or her heart. The larger interest of the country demands that demo- 
cratic institutions be strengthened. The strengthening of the country and the 
state, and among the democratic institution, the parliament happens to be the 
most important. It is the repository of people's sovereignty. It is like the 
heart in the body. The health and strength of this heart in the body politic 
of any nation are something of vital concern. This vital concern was exhibited 
by Prime Minister Mr Mohammad Khan Junejo when he said that the National 
Assembly and Senate of Pakistan will soon deliberate all national issues in- 
cluding the current political situation. Attempts were made earlier this 

month by certain elements to pollute the atmosphere and disturb the political 
situation in the country, but since the overwhelming majority of the people of 
Pakistan opted for peace and status quo, the attempts proved abortive and the 
government soon declared that everything was under full control. 
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PAKISTAN 


COMMENTARY VIEWS 'DEAD END' OF UN AFGHANISTAN TALKS 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 10 Aug 86 p 4 


[Editorial: "After Geneva: The Road to Nowhere" ] 


[Text] PRFDICTABLY, the Seventh round of UN sponsored 
talks on the Afghanistan problem in Geneva have 
reached a dead-end. Even prior to their resumption on 
July 31 after the suspension in May, statements from 
both sides had clearly indicated that a very wide gulf 
stiliexisted between the two sides on certain vital 
issues. These focus on the question of a time-frame of 
Soviet withdrawal! as well as the modalities of the pull- 
out of 120,000 troops of the Red Amy from war. 
torn Afghanistan. A combination of circumstances 
seem to have ensured that prospects for an early 
political settlement in Afghanistan are receding. 
These include an absurdly long time-frame by the 
Soviet-Afghan side, stridently anti-Soviet rheturic 
from Pakistan, increased diplomatic and military 
support from Washington to the Afghan Mujahideen 
and uncertainty surrounding the future course of the 
Iran-lraq war. Coupled with this is the fact that both 
sides in the Afghan conflict are militarily not in a 
position to overwhelm the other. 

There are two basic realities linked with the 
ultimate resolution of the Afghan conflict. The 
presence of one Superpower force in Afghanistan and 
the insistence by Moscow that Washington be a 
guarantor to any final settlement emares that the 
other Superpower, more or less, has veto power over 
any settlement. Additionally,Washington’s stakes go 
beyond the 500 million dollars supplied annually by 
the CIA via covert operations to the Afghan 
Mujahideen. Whether it exercises this veto directly or 
indirectly through Pakistan is not important. What 
is important is that Superpower mnperatives can over- 
ride regional concerns or national interests of 
countries such as Pakistan. Secondly, an aspect which 
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does not form part of the agenda of the Geneva talks 
but which is perhaps central to its final settlement is 
the question of the form of Goverment in Kabul 
following the Soviet withdrawal. In this all-important 
question the interests of the Kabul regime headed by 
the Peoples Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) 
as well as those of its armed opponents within the 
country will have to be taken into consideration. 
These aspects apart, the time has come for 
important political decisions to be taken in Islam- 
abad, Kabul and Moscow: whether to allow the 
Geneva talks to drag on without any light at the end 
of the tunnel. In the absence of the necessary 
political will which can really force a decision, we 
would venture to state that there can be two 
possibilities regarding any Afghan settiement in the 
near future. Either the Geneva process will simply 
wither away, the commendable efforts of Senor 
Diego Cordovez notwithstanding. The issue will then 
be placed on the agenda of the Superpower Summit 
later in the year to be resolved in the Big Two’s 
wheeling-dealing manner. The other possibility would 
be to have a sincere effort towards a grand national 
reconciliation in Afghanistan with talks directly being 
held between the Kabul regime and the resistance to 
it within Afghanistan. These could later on be joined 
by Pakistan and the Soviet Union. The logic of events 
should be clear: If there is no regional solution to 


the Afghanistan conflict, it will, by default have to be 
resolved at the Superpower level. The interest of the 


region and those of countries like Pakistan could 
suffer seriously in such a situation. 

For Pakistan, which has been bearing the brunt of 
the Afghanistan crisis by hosting three million 
refugees, willingly serving as “frontline state’ and 
facing increasing violations of its border from the 
other side, the time has come to formulate a policy 
on Afghanistan which is rooted in the realities of its 
internal situation and _ its own _ geo-political 
compulsions. The Government must face up to the 
fact that its Afghan policy has little credibility within 
the country. It is largely perceived as aimlessly pursu- 
ing America’s Afghan war whose ultimate fall-out- 
will be on the Afghan and Pakistani people. More 
importantly, such a policy only operates in a vacuum 
or a concocted official cocoon of secrecy where facts 
and realities are hidden from the Pakistani people 
and we are led up the garden path through such time- 
worn verbiage as “principles and national security”. 

Our Afghan policy has to stop serving as an exten- 
sion of our American connection, has, to reflect 
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popular aspirations and project a _ worldview 
that ts made in Pakistan rather than one that has the 
blessings of distant godfathers. The Foreign Office 
must stop telling Pakistanis that “we have no 
options” and it should be prepared to answer 
difficult. but important questions. How would 
Pakistan respond if the time-table given by the 
Soviets and Afghans was shortened to, say, 12 or 18 
months? How will Pakistan cope with increased 
incursions into its territory from across the Durand 
line. or bomb-blasts in its major cities? What is 
Pakistan's policy towards the Afghan Mujahideen, 
particularly the question of setting up a government- 
in-exile? Let the Government stop fudging issues and 
let it come out clearly with a formulation on 
Afghanistan that takes into account Pakistan’s 


national interest as well as those of the region we live 
in. 
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PLANNING MINISTER SUGGESTS REMEDIES FOR COTTON GLUT 


Karachi DAWN in English 13 Aug 86 pp 1, 10 


{Text | 


19274 
CSO: 


KARACHI, Aug 12: A special 
meeting of the Economic Coordina- 
tion Committee (ECC) of the 
Cabinet would be held in the next 
two weeks to consider various prop- 
osals to face the problem posed by 
the cotton glut, it was disclosed by 
the Federal Planning Minister, Dr 
Mahbubul Hag, while talking to a 
panel of Dawn journalists here on 
Tuesday. 

He said a number of short-term 
measures would be considered to 
meet this deepening crisis, “which 
is a threat to almost 40 per cent of 
our export earnings.” 

Elaborating the impact of the 
cotton price crash in the interna- 
tional market, he said the country 
would have to bear the cost of a 
subsidy of about Rs 5,000 million to 
maintain the support prices if the 
prices stay at the present level. 

Noting that cotton was being ex- 
ported at 20 cents a pound, while it 
was being made available to our 
textile industry at 40 cents a pound, 
he said the difference put the tex- 
tile industry at a_ serious 
disadvantage. 

Dr Haq explained that the pre- 
sent cotton crisis had proceeded 
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from the US policy of subsidising 
its cotton exports to recapture its 
historical share of the market. “If 
the US continues with this policy, 
the cotton prices may decline 
further,” he added. 

In view of the growing trend in 
the West to subsidise farm exports, 
he thought that as a long-term mea- 


‘sure Pakistan would have to shift 


from the export of commodities to 
value-added exports, particularly 
specialised exports which could be 
associated with the name of the | 
country. 

At present, he said, “we have 
only Basmati and carpets which are 
associated with Pakistan in the in- 
ternational market but both have 
limited scope. We will have to de- 
velop specialised export items pro- 
duced and supplied for mass con- 
sumption,” he added. 

The Planning Minister also stres- 
sed the importance of marketing. 
For this purpose, he said large ex- 
port houses should be developed as 
in South Korea. 

He said that Pakistan would have 
to enter the export fields which 
were being abandoned by Japan 
and Seuth Korea because of higher 
wages and their desire to move into 
the domain of hi-tech production. 

But to shift to good quality con- 
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sumer goods exports, the level of 
manpower skills would have to be 
raised. 


CROP PATTERN: Dr Hag favoured 
using the mechanism of support 
prices and other measures to in. 
duce a change in the croping 
pattern. 


Instead of producing cotton and 
sugarcane in abundance, he said, 
the country might have to lay stress 
on edible oil production where im- 
port substitution was urgent. 

Dr Haq said the country had been 
postponing vitally needed 
structural changes on account of 
the remittance bohanza. 

But now the economic situation 
did not leave us with easy options 
and some fundamental changes 
would have to be carried out in the 
region of exports, taxation 
structure, cropping pattern and the 
development of human resources. 





MINISTER DETAILS CORRUPTION RISE, 


SUGGESTS 


Karachi DAWN in English 13 Aug 86 pp 1, 10 


[Text } 


KARACHI, Aug 12: Dr Mahbubul 
Hag, Federal Minister for Planning 
and Development, believes that 
the scale of corruption prevalent in 
the country is perhaps bigger than 
what he had earlier thought it to be. 
His ‘“‘guesstimate” was that the 
amount the corrupt took in this 
form or that could be twice as big as 
the figure of Rs 20 billion he gave 
earlier. 

Giving details of the staggering 
amounts on Tuesday, he pointed to 
the enormous sums of money that 
have to pass through the hands of 
government officials. “We have al- 
lowed something like Rs 250 bil- 
lion’s worth of transactions to be 
conducted through these officials, 
and the figure of Rs 20 billion 
comes to just eight per cent of 
that,” Dr Haq said. 

He said: “We see that Rs 70 bil- 
lion pass through the hands of offi- 
cials dealing with taxes, Rs 60 bil- 
lion through those running public- 
sector corporations and Rs 25 bil- 
lion through those who make oil 
purchases.” 

He said that besides these there 
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were spendings by many other 
huge bodies like WAPDA. 

“The figure of Rs 20 billion, after 
looking at the very size of the vol- 
ume, seems an underestimate and 
some senior bureaucrats agree 
with me that this could even be as 
high as Rs 40 billion,” the Minister 
said. 


A whole new class of people had 
emerged in the country which 
pocket a large part of the money 
involved in public — sector 
transactions. 


The way to eliminate such a 
deep-rooted malaise was not 
through administrative measures 
but through a policy of deregula- 
tion and the practice of making a 
full public disclosure of all transac- 
tions made, he emphasised. 


Dr Haq gave a specific example 
of the Food Department where, he 
said, the intermediaries ate up a 
large part, from Rs 1.8 billion to Rs 
2 billion, spent on the subsidy. 


Tais, he continued, had been de- 
tected by the Deregulation Com- 
mission. It turned out that for just 
30 million people 50 million ration 
cards had been issued. 


Actually, not even 10 per cent of 
the subsidised atta was being sold 
to consumers who were delib- 
erately discouraged from buying 
atta from ration shops. A lot of the 
supply obtained was sold in market 
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at an exorbitant price. 

The Government, he disclosed, 
was considering de-rationing of 
wheat to eliminate this class of 
intermediaries. 

To root out corruption, Dr Haq 
said, “morality and decency,” are 
needed in our economic and finan 
cial system.” 


Stressing that availability of in- 
formation was a “must” for any 
demdcratic setup, the Minister cal 
led for what he described as a “New 
Information Order,” in the country 


In this context, he personally 
favoured reports of commissions 
set up at public expense being 
made public by the government. 
These included the commissions 
set up to look into different aspects 
of economic management. 


“I want that all reports should be 
brought before the people. But if 
the government thinks” subject is 
a sensitive one, it could specify a 
period for which the report could 
be withheld. That is how’the infor- 
mation system of all democratic 
countries works.” 


He thought it curious that “we 
are learning about our history 
through =the notebooks of 
Britishers,” now being made public 
in the UK. 


“Why can’t we also release our 
Independence documents and 
notebooks of our own people so 
that we see our history through the 
eyes of our own people,” he asked. 
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CALL FOR MIDTERM ELECTIONS STRONGLY SUPPORTED 
BK.301134 Islamabad TAM MUSLIM in English 24 Aug 86 pp l, 6 
[Article by Maleeha Lodhi: "Mid-Term Polls Only Way Out"] 


[Text] Islamabad, 23 Aug--As Islamabad was resounding to the sound of 

fire crackers on Independence Day, Lahore's inner city streets were rigning 
with police gun fire, which left several protesters dead or wounded. 

Since then, part of the country has been in the grip of violent political 
ferment, but elsewhere it is “business as usual." This is a dramatic 
reminder of the sharp political polarisation which has today virtually 
turned Pakistan into a country of two political nations. 


The advent last year of the Junejo government--although spawned by General 
Ziaul Haq--has aroused the hope, shared grudgingly even by the Opposition, 
that it might serve as a bridge between the two polarised parts of the 
nation. There were hopes that the Junejo government would heal the wounds 
of the Martial Law years and put the country on the path of national 
reconciliation. The hope now seems to be buried in the wake of the 
crackdown on the opposition and the bloody confrontation that this has 
evoked. The result is the worst violence the country has seen since the 
MRD [Movement for the Restoration of Democracy] agitation 3 years ago. 

The battle lines are now clearly drawn between the Junejo--Zia government 
and the MRD. Out goes tne could-have-been third force phenomenon. 


In a throwback to the dark days of martial law, the government crackdown 
unveiled a policy of relying on policing rather than politics to deal with 
the Opposition in contrast to the tolerance and flexibility displayed 
after the lifting of Martial Law. 


The crackdown signalled the end of the liberalising phase of the Junejo 
government. Within 48 hours, it polluted the political environment. 

This caused a qualitative change in the political situation by making 
Pakistan's political future look fluid and unpredictable. These develop- 
ments have seriously eroded the credibility of the nascent "civilian order" 
and strengthened the claims of critics that General Zia's democracy is 
"phoney." 
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In reversing its policy of phased democratisation, the government lost on 
14 August what it had gained after 10 April. During this phase, it had 
allowed its major political foe, Benazir Bhutto, as well as the rest of 

the Opposition, freedom to express themselves. But by arresting Ms Bhutto, 
the government has acknowledged what it sought to deny--that she remains 
the biggest challenge to the present order. 


In the war of nerves going on between the government and the Opposition 

since Ms Bhutto's return to the country, each side was waiting for the 

ether to make the first political mistake. The government's nerves snapped 
first. It backed out of the test of political strength with the Opposition 
on 14 August in Lahore. It then resorted to force to prevent the Opposition 
from exhibiting its strength. The immediate result was that the Opposition 
advanced the date of launching its "Elections Now" campaign from 20 September 
to 18 August. 


Since from all available accounts there was no real threat of violence that 
day, the question that is being asked is: Why did the government crack 
down? There are a number of conspiracy theories going around to explain 
its action. According to the "trap theory" the crackdown was carefully 
planned to "trap" the Opposition into launching its anti-government 
agitation earlier than it had envisaged, the idea being to catch the 
Opposition unprepared before it had a chance to build up its campaign. 
The government, in other words, decided a showdown was inevitable but it 
wanted this at a time and juncture of its own choosing. Then there is 
the "Bungle theory" which argues that the government blundered into the 
situation; it panicked and over reacted to what had started off as being 
a prestige issue on the holding of a "Jalsa" [rally] on Independence Day. 


A third explanation is provided by the "two line" theory. According to 
this there have been two views within the ruling circles about how to 

deal with the Opposition, especially the Benazir factor. The "hardliners" 
advocate using strong measures against the Opposition, while the 
"moderates" argued that the "Benazir bubble" would burst on its own if the 
government perceived that Ms Bhutto's political bandwagon was not slowing 
down, and the MRD parties recently managed to put their squabbles aside 

to display unity, the hardliners won out. The result was an all out effort 
to crush the Opposition. A variant of the theory is that the Punjabi 
hawks in the establishment, represented by people like Nawaz Sharif, 

set reputed liberals like Junejo onto a disastrous course. 


Whatever the plausibility of such theories, two aspects of the government's 
decision to clamp down seem clear. First, that once it has become evident 
that the Opposition would go ahead with its 14 August rally, the government 
was ready for an all out crackdown. This involved large scale arrests 

of Opposition members and strong arm methods to prevent MRD meetings. 

Also, the government seemed to have been prepared for the consequences. 
Arrests, for example, were carried out in a systematic manner across the 
country on the basis of "new lists" of political activists. 
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The government was also banking on the assumption that the MRD had no 
street power to sustain any movement, especially once their leaders were 
put behind bars. It probably assessed that should protest in Sind take 
a violent turn, it could be isolated and curbed. A second aspect of the 
decision to crack-down is linked to Junejo's recent "American journey." 
The government may have become over-confident after what was officially 
depicted as the Prime Minister's "triumph." Also, it was during his 
U.S. visit that Mr Junejo really castigated Ms Bhutto. This contrasted 
sharply to the earlier situation when both Junejo and Benazir refrained 
from making virulent attacks on each other. Having received the "good 
housekeeping" certificate from Washington, it seemed easy for the Junejo 
government to perhaps overlook its covenant with the people of Pakistan. 


While it is too early to say whether the unravelling of the Zia-Junejo 
order has begun, the Opposition has so far scored a number of points. 
Whether it can build on these remains an open question. It has got its 
martyrs, on which movements are built. It has rattled the establishment, 
even though, paradoxically, parts of the country remain unaffected by the 
protest. It has won the international media baitle and badly dented the 
democratic image of the government so carefully nurtured by Pakistani 
officials abroad. The opposition has also managed to raise strong second 
thoughts in key Western capitals on the credibility and viability of the 
"new civilian order." 


The Opposition, however, has to do much more before it can dislodge the 
government. It remains to be seen whether the MRD, especially the PPP 
[Pakistan Peopie's Party], has the organisational spread and depth to 
sustain the protest in the absence of its first and second rank leaders. 
Will Punjab, the key to political power, participate in the movement with 
the «ind of intensity seen thus far only in Sind? Some observers believe 
that the objective conditions for a popular uprising seem to be lacking 
in Pakistan's most populous province. Can Opposition leaders sitting in 
jail galvanise and motivate people to face the full force of state power? 
Can the MRD effect industrial stoppages, shut down shops and ensure the 
kind of wheel jam nartals [strikes] that brought down the government in 
1969 and 1977? 


Does the PPP have the kind of bazaar, industrial and street power that 
can bring life in cities to a halt? Can the thousands of "doves of 
democracy" the PPP claimed to have recruited for its campaign be swung 
into action? 


There is a view that the MRD may also have committed a political blunder 
in allowing itself to be forced into a showdown sooner than it had planned 
Or was prepared for. According to this view, the MRD could have postponed 
its 14 August rally without any real loss of face by declaring the govern- 
ment's decision to cancel its own as an Opposition victory. By sticking 
obdurately to its stand, Opposition ieaders ended up being trapped in 
prison too early in the game and before having the chance to build an 





effective movement. The question this raises is whether the Opposition has 
anticipated some of the problems of advancing the date of the movement-- 
the arrests of all ranking leaders for example? 


The week old movement has so far been characterised by the following 
features. Protest has been more intense and violent in interior Sind than 
elsewhere save for the events of 14 August in Lahore. This suggests that 
the movement could end up as a replay of the 1983 MRD agitation, which 
remained confined to Sind and never took off in the Punjab. This, in 
fact, enabled the regime to isolate Sind and defuse the movement while 
portraying it as a regional problem. However, an important difference 
between 1983 and 1986 is the fact that this time Karachi has played a key 
role in the protest. 


As in 1983, three districts in Sind have been the scene of the most strident 
protests: Dadu, protests have also been characterised by attacks on 
buildings symbolising governmental authority similar to what happened in 
the summer of 1983. Again, like 1983 troops have had to be called out 

in Sind, but not elsewhere. In Sind, close to 40 towns have seen riots 

Or mass demonstrations. In Punjab, the protest so far has been spearheaded 
by hardcore militants among the MRD workers and has not yet involved wider 
popular participation. An interesting feature is that in both provinces 
the active support of at least one other political force has proved 
necessary for the PPP to maintain the momentum of the protest--JUI 
{Jamiat-I-Ulema-I-Islam] leaders in Punjab and Awami Tehrik (now part of 
the recently created Awami National Party) activists in Sind. 


The concern that has been voiced by many observers is that if the protest 
fizzles out in Punjab and comes to focus, like 1983, on sporadic eruptions 
in Sind, it will leave a more bitter legacy ard more intractable problems 
in that province than 1983 ever did. Both the Opposition and the govern- 
ment would lose out in such an eventuality. More importantly, this would 
raise serious questions about Pakistan's long term national cohesion. 

It would accentuate Sind's sense of alienation from the rest of Pakistan, 
an alarming expression of which has been what the government calls 
"dacoity." Already there are reports that a feeling is gaining ground 
that Sind has again been "betrayed by Punjab." This should not be ignored. 


The government should realise that more is at stake than questions of 
political power and authority. Rather than viewing political ferment in 
the country as a law and order problem that needs martial law methods to 
deal with, it should see it 1s one requiring a political solution. The 
protest reflects the aspirations of large numbers of Pakistanis who cannot 
be dismissed as "miscreants" or criminalised as "dacoits."" Before the 
situation reaches a point of no return, whether in Sind alone or generally, 
the government should open negotiations with the Opposition to try to find 
a peaceful way out of the present confrontational course. The immediate 
release of political leaders and other detainees can go some way in 
improving the polluted political atmosphere. The government should then 
hold talks with Opposition leaders to evolve, by consensus, new rules of 
the political game regarding the holding of public meetings and other 
kinds of political activity. 
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The ruling Muslim League should remember that the inability of politicians 
to agree on political ground rules has been an important factor behind 
tions in the country's politics. The spectre 

11 loom larger in the political horizon if 

de continues. 


repeated military interven 
of a fourth martial law wi 
the present drift and divi 


The government should recognise what pubi:c opinion tas been urging it 

to do for some time now that the only way to national reconciliation lies 
in mid-term elections. Let the two sides meet each other half way in 
working out a mutually acceptable date for mid-term polls. 


Democracy, the government ought to know, is not something that can be 
switched on and off. The government cannot expect people to acquiesce 
when it says, "Sorry, democracy is going into a short recess. We will 
resume once we have mopped up the opposition." Repression does not make 
the opposition go awav. 
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ASGHAR KHAN SAYS GOVERNMENT IN ‘STATE OF NERVOUSNESS' 


Karachi DAWN in English 16 Aug &6 ppl, 8 


{ ‘text } 


KARACHI, Aug {S: Air Marshal 
(Retd) M. Asghar Khan, President 
of the Tehrik-i-Istiglal, has said the 
ban on political meetings showed 
the Government's state of nervous- 
ness, reflected in its mishandling of 
the political situation. 

Talking to newsmen on his return 
here from Kotri on Friday evening, 
he said he had been in Lahore and 
Multan lately and he saw no signs 
of tension there. Perhaps, the Gov- 
ernment itself was feeling the 
pinch and, be*ng nervous, its vision 
was blurred and it was seeing ten- 
sion everywhere, he pointed out. 

Mr. Asghar Khan said that since 
the inception of Pakistan it never 
occurred that on Aug 14, the Inde- 
pendence Day, the people had been 
denied ¢he freedom to express 
themselves. The changeover from 

Martial Law was welcome because 
if had resulted in the freedom of 
association and expression, even 
though democracy in its genuine 
form had not been restored. Now, 
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however, strong arm methods were 
being employed to scuttle the voice 
of Opposition and this wrong step 
was going to lead to a chain of 
events. 

The TI chief, according'y, de- 
manded that the Government re- 
trace its steps, release all those ar- 
rested and withdraw forthwith the 


ban on political meetings. 

The people had, more than once, 
demonstrated a good sense of 
patriotism by remaining disci- 
plined and peaceful in the political 
meetings. 

During the countrywide de- 
monstrations against the Ayub re- 
gime not a single case of rowdyism 
had taken place nor was any politi- 
cal meeting disrupted, he pcinted 

uf. 

Mr Asghar Khan, whose Tehrik’s 
public meeting at Kotri was disal- 
lowed and the venue taken over by 
the police, condemned the action of 
the concerned authorities for not 
allowing the people to celebrate 
the Independence Day. 
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Asked about the Tehrik’s letter 
to the MRD Secretary-General, Mr 
Asghar Khan said the MRD was not 
united to the extent that it could 
launch any movement successfully. 
“After all, it was no joke dislodging 
the military-cum-civilian bureauc- 
racy from its power base. Only a 
united, collective action by the 
MRD and other democratic forces 
could achieve the objective — a 
factor which today was lacking 
within the MRD fold’, he noted. 

Mr Asghar Khan on Friday at- 
tended a meeting of the 22-member 
Working Committee of the Karachi 
Division Tehrik-i-Istiqlal and also 
some members of the Sind TI. The 
meeting was held at the Karachi 
Division’s TI Chief, Dr. Rahim-ul- 
Huq’s residence’ in North 
Nazimabad. Organisational mat- 
ters were discussed and the situa- 
tion in the country was reviewed at 
the meeting. 

Farlier, Mr Asghar Khan visited 
Begum Shamim Zainuddin’s resi- 
dence to condole the death of her 
father. 
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COMMENTARY DENOUNCES OPPOSITION NATIONAL DAY RALLY 
BK221123 Rawalpindi THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 17 Aug 86 p 4 
(Editorial: "A Negation os Democracy"] 


[Text] What happened in Lahorc, Karachi and other places on August 14 cannot 
be regretted too much. The violence, arson and disruption that were perpetrated 
on that day are regrettable not only because they were a violation of the 
sanctity of the occasion but also because the loss of precious lives and 
destruction of valuable property turned a day of joy into one of mourning for 
many. What makes the happenings specially tragic is that they could be easily 
avoided. As a mark of respect to August 14 the prime minister had two days 
earlier called off the public meeting at Minar-i-Pakistan he was scheduled 

to address on that day. The decision was doubly welcome because it was 
designed to avert a situation that threatened to take a dangerous turn in 

view of the announced intention of the opposition parties to hold another 
public meeting the same day. In his speech the prime minister also appealed 
to the other parties not to hold any public meetings and observe the day in 
peace and harmony that is the underlying spirit of the day. Later the focal 
administration imposed a ban on all political rallies and meetings with a view 
to maintaining public peace and order. 


It is unfortunate that the MRD [Movement for the Restoration of Democracy } 
refused to respond to the spirit of conciliation shown by the prime minister 
and decided to go ahead with its plans to exploit the national day for partisan 
ends. The resuit of that impetuous course of action is before us: innocent 
lives lost, public property destroyed and a setback to the process of demo- 
cratic opening up. The question is: Why did the MRD insist on holding its 
public meeting on that particular day? The skies would not have fallen if the 
same meeting had been held a few days later. For, the prime minister had 
indicated in his speech of August 11 that opposition parties could hold their 
meeting on any other day if they so desired. But, in retrospect, it seems 

that the MRD had already decided on a confrontationist course and was not 
prepared to turn away from it. The events of August 14 have a lesson for all 
of us who love to see democracy flourish in this country. It is that the cause 
of democracy cannot be promoted by violence. There are many examples in our 
history to show how the politics of chaos and confrontation has ultimately 
played into the hands of antidemocratic forces. Tne Junejo Government has shown 
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itself highly tolerant of the opposition which has not been able to complain 
of lack of freedom until it decided on August 14 to defy a temporary ban on 
political meetings. Things are not yet post mending and the government should 
still be willing to allow all legitimate freedom of activity to the opposition 
provided it observes restraint and does not pose a threat to public peace and 
order. 


If, in the meantime, the government releases the MRD leaders as a gesture of 
goodwill, we think this will not only help improve the political atmosphere 
but also strengthen the hands of the moderate and responsible elements in the 
opposition. 
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COUNTRY SEEN AT CROSSROADS, CAUTION URGED 
BK291129 Delhi THE HINDUSTAN TIMES in English 19 Aug 86 p 9 


[Editorial: "Whither Pakistan?"] 


[Text] Pakistan in its short lifetime has faced many crises. The large- 
scale arrests of Opposition leaders, including Benazir Bhutto, and the 
subsequent violence made Independence Day [I-Day] not a matter of rejoicing 
but for heart-searching as to why this country of some 100 million has 
never been able to sustain any long period of stability or democracy. 
Since Benazir Bhutto's return home last April, the government of Prime 
Minister Mohammad Khan Junejo has allowed her a great deal of latitude. 
Whatever political capital she has made of it, it has also enhanced 
Junejo's democratic credentials. Now he has put these in jeopardy. His 
decision to call off a rally by his party, the Pakistan Muslim League, 

on I-Day (14 Aug) when he realized that this would almost certainly lead 
to clashes with the opposition movement for the Restoration of Democracy 
organised rally (and would be outnumbered by it), was a move in the right 
direction even though it may have led to a loss of face. 


Then why did he lose his cool and order a crackdown on the Opposition when 
it refused to call off its rally? And at a time when President Zia-ul-Haq 
was in Mecca performing the Haj so that the onus of the action has fallen 
entirely on him. That leads to the further question why President Zia 

left the country just before I-Day when matters were heating up. After 
all, even though he is a pious Muslim, he has performed the Haj many 

times. Is it that he wants matters to get out of hand so that he can again 
impose martial law--lifted at the start of the year on Junejo's insistence. 


Pakistan is again at the crossroads. Will it continue its rather faltering 
course toward democracy or does it face another period of turmoil? This 

is a time when everyone with any credentials for making Pakistan a full- 
fledged democracy should act with caution. As a start Junejo should release 
all the arrested leaders. After all, if he calls himself a democrat he 
must realise that dissent is at the heart of the system. Benazir Bhutto 
should also not go in for a head-on confrontation. Though no doubt she 
feels cheated out of power--and most observers concede that her Pakistan 
People’s Party would win a free and fair poll--she should show statesman- 
ship and not plunge the country into bloodshed. Rather she should continue 
to consolidate her following so that such elections become inevitable. 
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EDITORIAL DENOUNCES VIOLENCE AS ANTINATIONAL 
BK241585 Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 20 Aug 86 p 3 
[Editorial: "Which Way Is the Trial of Strength Going?")] 


[Text] The 39th anniversary of the independence cf the God-given state of 
Pakistan and the most important religious festival of the world Muslims have 
passed but they were very hard on the people of Pakistan this year, as certain 
short-sighted and indiscreet leaders have turned these two most important 
events into days of sorrow, grief, anguish, disquietude, and affliction. 
Seversi people lost their lives in Punjab and Sind, which created a scene of 
mourning in their homes on the days of happiness. All those who lost their 
lives were only general people and not any leaders. As I stated before, 
these leaders will remain completely safe, and it is only the common gasses 
who will lose their lives and property, Any damage caused to the government 
property is a loss to the geameral public. The authorities have nothing to 
lose, It is the common people who will make up for the losses caused. The 
leaders who incite the people will, however, shed some tears in the names of 
the dead to make political capital out of this tragedy. Regardless of 
whether the decision to ban rallies and processions on 14th August was wrong 
or wright, will those trying to incite rioting in the country answer as to 
who is really bearing the losses caused by their campaign and who is being 
affected by the lawlessness? Take for example the removal of railway 

tracks and burning of cross ties, disrupting train movements in some parts 
of the Sind Province. Trains crowded with passengers are standing in the way 
and a large number of people, including women, children, and the aged are 
lying at desolate places hungry and thirsty. What bave they done and what 
are they being punished for? Are there members of the ruling party traveling 
by these trains or have the government's works been stopped by halting these 
trains? These passengers are asking why they are not being allowed to reach 
their destinations? This question can be seen not only in the eyes of these 
passengers but also on the lips of every sensible citizen of Pakistan as to 
why he is not allowed to reach his destination. And whenever a journey of 
democracy is begun, why is the train forced to stop in the way? 


The Movement for the Restoration of Democracy [MRD] had to show its strength 
anyhow, But this test of strength was not only ill-times but also wrongly 
executed, The MRD and above ail the Pakistan People's Party [PPP] have once 
again committed the same mistake in lawching their campaign of rioting as 
was committed by Jatoi and his associates in 1983 when the movement was 
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launched without making any proper preparations and creating any basic infra- 
structure, especially in Punjab. The campaign was started without making any 
preparations in Punjab, the North-West Frontier Province, and Baluchistan, 
Consequently, the totai intensity of the movement seems confined only to Sind 
Province and it appears that the supporters of the MRD, including the PPP, 
are present only in some districts of Sind Province. The advantage the sep- 
aratists can take of this situation is beyond description. Are the MRD 
leaders and veteran politicians, who regard themselves as the symbols of the 
federation, not aware of the fact that if such movements remain confined to 

a particular area, they weaken the tederation? We do not hold the people 

of Punjab, the North-West Frontier Province, and Baluchistan responsible for 
this, as it is only the leaders who are responsible for organizing and 
motivating the people for any movement whatsoever. If it is not so, the people 
of a region will not only remain cut off but will also consider themselves 
isolated and alienated. They will find themselves in the predicament of a 
sheep which falls prey to bloodthirsty wolves when separated from the flock. 


The most dangerous aspect of the situation is that the MRD also includes 
leaders like Wali Khan and his henchmen who are actually staunch opponents 

of the 1973 constitution and the federation of Pakistan and, about Pakistan, 
openly declare that “they are not involved in this crime." They are in the 
MRD only for temporary gains otherwise they have no interest in the integrity 
and stability of the beloved country. Such elements believe that perhaps 
India or the Soviet Union is about to come into this country, and therefore, 
they must strengthen their relations with them and also pave the way for 
their reward later. Such people forget that in the past people like Abn- 
Alqami, Jaafer Sadiq, Taraki, Hafizullah Amin, or Babrak Karmal have not 
benefited themselves from this kind of "treason.'’ Notwithstanding this 
historical reality, there are several Jaater Sadiqs and Babrak Karmals in 
Pakistan who are living with unknown hopes and contemptible desires. Seces- 
sionists like Mumtaz Bhutto and G. M. Syed are looking for the opportunity 

to declare the federation of Pakistan unworkable and to begin their activ- 
ities to fulfill their designs if the MRD fails to launch its movement all 
over the country. In our opinion, the PPP and the MRD leadership are again 
responsible for this situation, which has put the people of Sind on trial and 
created several new dangers for the federation of Pakistan by launching an 
immature and childish movement. 


The MRD movement. was slated to begin on 20 September but it suddenly started 
on 14 August, reflecting not only their immaturity and haste but also creat- 
ing afeeling that the movement was not launched by the MRD as a whole but 
only by the PPP, Besides, the manner in which the movement has been launched 
is more subversive than political. There have been many movements in the 
history of Pakistan but they had never begun with sudden incidents of arson, 
blockade, and looting. It seems that subversive and antinational elements 
are more active than political workers, If it is not so, then what is the 
rationale for openly tearing and burning the national flag during a move- 
ment which has been allegedly launched in the interest of Pakistan and the 
Pakistani people? And what does the silence of the MRD leaders on this in- 
cident imply? Even Miss Benazir Bhutto, who talks about the supremacy and 
honor of the national flag, did not try to keep her workers from indulging 
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in this abominable act. She has emphasized the need to follow the foot- 
prints of prophet Abraham. But are the things now happening in the country 
in line with the traditions of Abraham? 


We, therefore, implore the MRD leadership not to lead the country and the 
nation toward bloodshed as nobody will gain anything from this. On the 
other hand, we also urge the government to take practical steps to end the 
rioting and prove its sincerity for ending political tension by relasing all 
detainees, 
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COMMENTARY 


Karachi DAWN in English 12 Aug 86 p 3 


{Commentary by A. A, Salaria] 


{Text | 


MUZAFFARABAD: No _ other 
country or land in the contempor- 
ary world has been hit as hard by 
the sweeping winds of change as 
the state of Jammu & Kashmir. Ina 
single upheaval, spread over a 
year, not only its unity was shat- 
tered and its people divided, but it 
also suffered the ignominy of being 
balkanised and dismembered into 
three parts. 

On the north-east, the bulk of its 
territory, comprising more than 
50,000 square miles out of a total of 
84,000 square miles, was forcibly 
seized by India and has been under 
its occupation for about four de- 
cades. It consists of the choicest 
and the most fertile areas of the 
State and includes the incompar- 
able Kashmir Valley (6,130 sq. 
miles) which, because of its gorge- 
ous scenic beauty, was described 
by a French traveller as “the ter- 
restrial Paradise of the Indies”. 

On the south-west lies Azad 
Kashmir, 4,144 square miles of ter- 
ritory which was liberated during 
the War of Liberation in 1947. It 
consists mostly of hilly areas which 
are comparatively barren and un- 
productive. Politically this region 
enjoys a semblance of autonomy in 
a limited sphere having a separate 
administration, a legislative assem- 
bly of its own and, of late, has also 
acquired a democratic set-up. But 
as its purse-strings are held tightly 
by the Government of Pakistan, the 
region is being indirectly ad- 
ministered by Kashmir Affairs Di- 
vision and the Ministry of Kashmir 
Affairs which exercise decisive 
control over all major matters. 

On the north-west lie the North- 
ern Areas, a towering mountain 


LOOKS AT CONSTITUTIONAL STATUS OF NORTHERN AREAS 


range interspersed with sloping 
plains and valleys situated mostly 
on foothills. Out of a total of 63,554 
square miles, an area of 29,814 
square miles of this region was 
liberated in 1947. Since then, this 
area, which constituted an integral 
part of the Kashmir State, has been 
separated from it and is being di- 
rectly administered by the Govern. 
ment of Pakistan. 

DISPERSAL OF POPULATION: 
Tragically, the territorial dismem 
berment of the State has been fol- 
lowed by an agonising dispersion of 
its people into four units. At pre 
sent, out of a total of approximately 
ten million population of the entire 
State, about six million are living 
under an alien Government in Oc- 
cupied Kashmir. More than two 
million live in Azad Kashmir and 
about one million refugees from 
Indian-held Kashmir are scattered 
all over Pakistan. The fourth sec 
tion of Kashmiris consists of about 
7 to 8 lakh people inhabiting the 
Northern Areas, which are being 
directly administered by the Gov 
ernment of Pakistan. 

From times immemorial, the 
Northern regions, including both 
the: occupied and the liberated 
areas, have been an integral part of 
the State of Jammu & Kashmir. The 
old maps of undivided Kashmir, the 
U.N. literature and charts and even 
the maps issued by the Survey of 
Pakistan show the Northern Areas 
as part, of the State. Historically, 
geographically and constitution. 
ally they constitute an inseparable 
portion of the State. 

The action of the Pakistan Gov 
ernment in retaining direct control 
of this region is cdnstitutionally un- 
tenable and morally unjustifiable. 
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There could have been a possible 
justification for this action in the 
early years when the conditions 
were unsettled and the Azad Gov. 
ernment was still in a formative 
stage. But later, when a full-fledged 
Azad Government of the State of 
Jammu & Kshmir had been es- 
tablished at Muzaffarabad, there 
was no justification for the direct 
administration of the areas. 

SENSE OF DEPRIVATION: For 
over a generation the peopie of 
Gilgit and Baltistan Agency have 
been denied their democratic right 
of representation in any rep- 
resentative forum. While their 
brethern in Azad Kashmir have 
been exercising this right at diffe- 
rent levels, these unfortunate 
people have been left to the mercy 
of bureaucracy in Pakistan. There 
is heart-burning and resentment 
among them and they are suffering 
from a sense of depr ivation. 

“Even a good Got vernment is no 
substitute for a representative 
Government”. The: oft-repeated 
argument that Pak: istan ts doing a 
lot for the developn 1ent of the area 
can well be advan ced by India in 
favours the perpestuation of its 
hegemony over Occ ‘upied Kashmir. 


All political part ies, all sections 
and shades of opini on among Kash- 
miris have been clemanding that 
the Northern Arezis should be in- 
tegrated with Azac 1 Kashmir. A re- 
solution to this effect was also 
adopted by the AJK Assembly. 
While the opposition parties are 
still vociferous int his demand, the 


party-in-power is voicing tt ina low 
key, obviously bec ause it cannot af- 
ford to antagonize people at 
Islamabad. 

The stark fact is that only the 
powerful bureact wacy in Pakistan 
is opposing this «demand. It is be- 
cause the survive il of the Ministry 
of Kashmir Affi airs & Northern 
Areas and the Ki ishmir Affairs Di- 
vision is at staki 2. If this colonial 
rule is ended, tthere will be no 
justification left for the retention 
of a cumbersome : establishment in 
these ministeries . 

Taking cognis ance of the sim. 
mering unrest a mong the people, 
the President of Pakistan’ an- 
nounced, during his recent visit to 
Gilgit, that the Government was 
considering granting representa. 
tion to the Nort hern Areas in the 
National Assem bly and Senate of 
Pakistan. This half-way measure 
would neither sjatisfy the people 
nor it would be: in the larger in- 
terests of the fu ture of the Jammu 
& Kashmir State .. 

The official st and of the Govern 
ment of Pakistan is based on the 
principle of rect »gnition of the right 
of self-determir tation of the people 
of Kashmir. As Sardar Qayyum has 
put it, if the Northern Areas con- 
tinue to be ad ministered directly 
by the Governr nent of Pakistan, in 
the event of ap lebiscite Azad Kash 
mir would be losing six to seven 
lakhs of its sttre votes. The only 
feasible soluticon is the restoration 
of the pre-par tition constitutional 
status of this r egion by integrating 
it with Azad K iashmir. 
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KAUSAR NIAZI DISBANDS PARTY TO JOIN WITH JATOIL 


Karachi DAWN in English 12 Aug 86 p 10 


{Text | 
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KARACHI, Aug 11: Maulana 
Kausar Niazi, Chairman, Progres- 
sive People’s Party, on Monday an- 
nounced the dissolution of his 
party in pursuance of the decision 
taken recently in Islamabad by the 
party’s Central Committee and the 
representatives of the various pro- 
vincial bodies. 

The Maulana, who is also a 
Senator, told a Press conference 
here that he and his colleagues also 
decided to support Mr Ghulam 
Mustafa Jatoi and Mr Ghulam 
Mustafa Khar in their bid to forma 
new political party. 

To this end, all his party workers 
have been directed by him to make 


Maulana Niazi said he had, for 
the present, decided to restrict his 
activities to the Senate, watch how 
Mr Jatoi’s proposed patty pro- 
ceeded along, whether it drew the 
parliamentarians to its fold or 


whether its application foi mem- 


bership to MRD was entertained. 
Then, he would consider whether 
to join Mr Jatoi’s party or keep 
aloof, he added. 

However, he explained, he was 
happy to note that Mr Jatoi had, at 
long last, revolted against the 
“heriditary leadership” of the 
Pakistan People’s Party, its politics 
of street rowdyism and its auto- 
cratic trends in the matter of party 
elections. It was, for the same 
reason, he had quit PPP along with 
many of his colleagues when he was 
removed arbitrarily, by the party 
Chairman about eight years ago, he 
recalled. 

Since then, Maulana _ Niazi 
claimed, he had adhered to the line 


of neither confrontation nor collab-| 


oration with the Martial Law re- 
gime — a stand justified by the sub. 
sequent events. 

Mr Jatoi’s proposed political con- 
vention in Lahore on Aug 30 and 31 
a success, he said. 
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COMMENTARY VIEWS OPPOSITION TACTICS 

BK281421 Rawalpindi THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 21 Aug 86 p 4 
{[Editorial: "Where Will All This Lead To?"] 

[Text] Contrary to repeated declarations made by MRD [Movement for the 


Restoration of Democracy], the political movement launched by the opposi- 
tion conglomerate has not remained peaceful. It has taken a violent turn, 


In the province of Sind particularly, the situation has taken on a threatening 


complexion. In Sind over 22 persons have so far lost their lives, including 
a dozen policemen gunned down by violent demonstrators; railway stations 
have been set on fire; trains have been derailed; and banks and other 
public properties attacked and damaged. There are daily skirmishes in 

the streets of Karachi between demonstrators and the forces of law and 
order who are, understandably, using the minimum of force to quell the 
disturbances. Although one situation in Lahore is still under control, 

MRD activists have made no secret of their intention of lending a violent 
edge to their movement and forcing a showdown by removing the Muslim League 
flags from housetops and indulging in similar other provocative acts, 


Where will all this lead to? No one can question the MRD's right to make 
political demands and use constitutional methods for their fulfillment. 
This is a prerogative guaranteed to it under the new democratic system 
established by the Junejo Government. But can damaging the railway tracks, 
burning down railway stations, post offices and banks and free use of the 
Klashinkovs be part of a movement launched ostensibly for the restoration 
of democracy in the country? Democracy cannot be born out of the womb 

of violence or the barrel of a Klashinkov. But that is what the MRD-- 

or at least a section of it--mistakenly thinks. Apart from the danyer 
that such a course of action poses to national security in the context 

of the regional ferment that surrounds us from all sides, it also amounts 
to shutting our eyes to the facts of our own history. It is not democracy 
that we got out of the upheaval of 1968-69, and the political deadlock 

of 1977 led to a Martial Law that ruled us for 8 long years. Surely 

no one in his senses would want to repeat the blunders of the past, least 
of all Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan who is a veteran of more than one abortive 
democratic movement. But it is perhaps the hawks who rule the roost in 

the MRD which is traversing a path which can lead anywhere but to democracy. 
It's not, however, too late yet for the MRD to step back from the brink 
and give the incipient democracy a chance. The game that it is at present 
playing no one can win except perhaps the extrapolitical forces. 
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ARTICLE DISCUSSES 'SLUGGISH EXPORTS, RISING IMPORTS' 


PAKISTAN 


Karachi DAWN (BUSINESS supplement) in English 16 Aug 86 pp I, II 


[Article by M. Ziauddin] 


[Text ] 


THE RUPEE is likely to 
reach the Rs 20-a-dollar 
level by December this 
year, according to a rough 
projection made by capi- 
tal’s independent economic 
circle. 

The major reason for this 
likelihood is said to be the continu- 
ing sluggishness in dolar income 
from exports, despite an already 75 
per cent depreciation in the rupee 


vlaue since its delinking from the 
dollar. 


On the other hand, Pakistan is. 


expected to need more dollars to 
finance its imports in the coming 
months despite the collapse of 
prices of various essential com- 
modities in the _ international 
market. 


Aid dollars 


Most of the aid dollars, whose 
flow has increased manifold in re- 
cent years, are said to be tied to 
projects and could not used for 
financing the galloping import bill. 

Likewise, these aid dollars also 
cannot be used for servicing the 
mounting debt liabilities and 
hence the need to buy more dollars 
at whatever rupee price it is quoted 
so that default is averted at all 
costs. 

In fact, the now defunct export 
rebate system had already consid- 
erably reduced the value of the 
rupee vis-a-vis international hard 
currencies. With the abolition of 
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this system it was natural for the 
rupee value to undergo a 
correction. 

This process of correction, ac- 
cording to independent 
€ ‘nomists, was under way and 
would culminate in the rupee 
plumetting to Rs 20 a dollar by De- 
cember 1986. 

According to these experts, even 
when the rupee-dollar parity 
reaches Rs 20 level, it would help 
boost exports only marginaly. 

In their opinion, the major 
reason for the sluggish rate of in- 
crease in export is the limited 
range of value-added export items 
and the limited vision of exporters 
who usé only sparingly the modern 
international marketing techni- 
ques, including market research 
and publicity. 

Besides, these experts said, bv 
and large our exporters tend to dis- 
miss standardisation procedures as 
something non-essential — and 
thereby quickly lose a market after 
having entered it. 

Also, they said, the back-up 
facilities in Pakistan such as telex, 
telephone, telegram and postal 
servivés are of so low quality that 
half the energy of adomestic expor- 
ter and a foreign importer is spent 
on establishing contact with each 
other and in the end both decide 
that it was not worth the trouble at 
all. 

According to a recent Asian De- 
velopment Bank report, Pakistan's 
export during 1981-84 increased at 
an average annual rate of only 5.6 
per cent 
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And it was because of this stow 
increase in exports that Pakistan's 
outstanding debt at 14 billion dol- 
lars, over three times its annual ex- 
ports, looks formidable. 

Pakistan's limited ability to earn 
through exports has forced it tu in- 
crease its dependence on foreign 
assistance which, last year, 
amounted to 23 per cent of its total 
investments. 


Increase in foreign assistance 
means pro rata increase in debt 
servicing liability which eats away 
whatever little increase is effected 
in export earnings. 


Independent economists predict 
that if things were allowed to con- 
tinue in this manner, Pakistan 
would soon join the club of high 
debt countries like Maxico, Brazil 
and Argentina. 


(he only option left for Pakistan 
now for averting this eventuality is 
to attract foreign investors in a big 
way, they said. 


In the short run these foreign in- 
vestors would bring in the much 
needed financial resources and 
technology and also their market- 
ing experience of many decades, 
they added. 

One big hurdle in the way of in- 
creased flow of foreign private in- 
vestment in their opinion, was the 
attitude of bureaucracy which they 
described as “absurdly rigid.” 

For example, no proper publicity 
was given in the international press 
to the phenomenal increase within 
a period of three years in oil pro- 
duction in a particular area in 
Pakistan, they said. 

Similarly, they said, a number of 
prospective investors visited 
Pakistan in recent years to find out 
details about the projects the 
country planned to take in had dur- 
ing the current five-year Plan. They 
were amazed to find that the offi- 
cials concerned knew nothing more 
about these projects than what had 
been briefly mentioned in the Sixth 
Plan documents. 


Doubts 


In their talks with various 
foreign investors’ missions, these 
officials are said to have demon- 
strated a total lack of appreciation 
of the national and economic 


peculiarities of the visitors, thus 
failing to hold their interests and in 
some cases creating doubts in the 
minds of the visitors about the sec- 
urity of their investment. 

Pakistan has been seeking 
foreign private investment for the 
last eight years. However, the pre- 
vailing political undertainty, the 
continuation of martial law and the 
Afghan crisis were said to have re- 
nderd these efforts fruitless. 

After the lifting of martial law it 
was hoped that things would take a 
turn for the better. But so far no- 
thing much has happened on this 
score and the limited private 
foreign investment which has trick- 
led, belongs actually to Pakistanis 
settled abroad. 


Facilities 


With regard to lack of in- 
frastructural facilities, which too is 
said to have caused the potential 
foreign investors to hold their 
horses, independent economists 
say that now that world oil prices 
have slumped, there should be no 
problem on this score any more. 


However, -they pointed out that 
so far there seemed to be no delib- 
erate effort on the part of the gov- 


ernment to accelerate work on 
various infrastructural proj- 
ects in hand. 


These independent economists 
said that no country should 
force itself into a position 
where it is left with no op- 
tion but to seek the help of 
foreign investors, because 
in their opinion massive in- 
flux of foreign capital 
undermines to some extent the 
sovereignty of the country. 


However, they thought this 
opbion could be used for 

the short run effectively, 
if a well thought out policy 
with regard to the scope and 
limits of foreign investment 
could be formulated, 
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JATOI'S LEADERSHIP SUPPORTED--Hyderabad, 10 Aug--The Convener, Sindhi Ittehad 
Tehreek, Mr Masood Tariq Arain, has said that Mr Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi is the 
only political leader who would be acceptable to the people of all the four 
provinces and could prove instrumental in eliminating the differences of var- 
ious ethnic groups. In a Press release he said that PPP Co-Chairman Ms 
Benazir Bhutto, as well as other political parties had failed to bring the 
Punjabis, Mohajirs, Pathans and Sindhis on one platform. He regretted that 

on account of prolonged ban on political parties such leaders have emerged on 
the scene who have exploited nationalist ideas with full support cf bureaucracy 
and the army. This unfortunate strategy had encouraged the growth of regional 
political parties and discouraged the emergence of national parties. [Text] 
[Karachi DAWN in English 11 Aug 86 p 6] /9274 


MOHAJIR DEMANDS SUPPORTED—Quetta, 10 Aug--Mir Nihalan Khan Marri, a pro- 
minent tribal leader and former Chief Organiser of Baluchistan Muslim League 
has supported the demand voiced by Mohajir Qoumi Movement for recognition of 
Mohajirs as fifth nationality in Pakistan. In a statement issued in Quetta, 
Mir Nihalan Khan Marri said that sacrifices rendered by Mohajirs in India for 
the cause of Pakistan were highly commendable and added that their right 
should be protected and any misunderstanding on this count should be removed. 
Mohajirs, he observed, had been deprived of their genuine rights during past 
39 years in Pakistan, for the creation of which they had done a lot. Mir 
Nihalan Khan Marri said that there had always been a mention of four nation- 
alities existing in the country but the fact, he added, was the existence of 
Mohajirs as fifth nationality. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 11 Aug 86 

p 6] /9274 


ARMS SMUGGLING BID FOILED--Peshawar, 11 Aug--Peshawar Customs staff on Monday 
foiled an attempt of smuggling a big amount of arms and ammunition, appre- 
hending one person during a raid on Kohat-Peshawar Road. According to a press 
release, the Customs Squad Number 2 Peshawar formed a raiding party headed by 
Hameed Ali Abbasi to check a suspected car coming from Kohat and destined for 
Swat. The car was traced near Badaber and accordingly signalled to stop but 
the car driver wanted to face the vehicle which followed a chase by the 
Customs Mobile vehicle and consequently the car was made to stop near Pesha- 
war. On search, six 303 rifles, 17 Kalashnikovs (Dara manufacture) and three 
to four thousands cartridges of various types were recovered and the car driver 
namely Mohammad Ghafoor hailing from Swat was arrested. [Text] [Karachi DAWN 
in English 12 Aug 86 p 3] /9274 
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QADIANIS ARRESTED—-Toba Tek Singh, 11 Aug--City police have arrested four more 
Qadianis, Attaullah, Mohammad Suleman, Mohammad Irfan and Ziaul Haq and have 
sent them to district jail Jahn for judicial remand. They have been arrested 
on the charge of writing "Kalima Tayyaba'"' on the walls of their mosque. 
However, the city magistrate has released on bail two QOadianis, Mohammad 
Ashraf and Mohammad Shah, who were arrested by the local police for similiar 
offence, Nine others are still in district jail, Jahn on the same charge, 
whose bail applications were rejected by the city magistrate. [Text] 

[Karachi DAWN in English 12 Aug 86 p 3] /9274 


MANGANESE DEPOSITS--Manganese, which plays an important role in industrial 
development, has been discovered in the country. According to initial estimates 
this manganese is of a high quality with 35 percent of pure Manganese. Specimens 
for experiments have been sent abroad for a better analysis. ASSOCIATED PRESS 

of Pakistan says productionwise Pakistan may hold fourth place in the world, 
first being the Soviet Union which produces 43 percent manganese. Some other 
precious minerals are also found in the manganese deposits discovered in 


aa country. [Excerpts] [Karachi Domestic Service in Urdu 0600 GMT 15 Aug 86 BK] 
8309 


NWFP GOVERNOR SWORN IN--Fida Mohammad Khan took the oath of office as governor 
of the N.rth-West Frontier Province at a simple ceremony in the governor's 
house in Peshawar this afternoon. Peshawar High Court Chief Justice S. Osman 
Ali Shah, administered the oath. Later, during a brief talk with newsmen, the 
governor said that he will pay maximum attention to the law-and-order situation. 
He said that, although the law-and-order situation in the province is not bad, 
there always remains scope for improvement. There is no problem in tribal 
areas. He said that there have been minor incidents in the area as a result 
of the situation in Afghanistan, but there is no reason for any concern or 
anxiety. The governor said that the provincial cabinet is dealing with all 
problems well. As far as political issues are concerned, they are being dealt 
with politically. [Excerpt] [Karachi Domestic Service in Urdu 1500 GMT 

27 Aug 86 BK] 


/9716 
CSO: 4656/142 END 


103 











